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Martha Wash Wants 
Everybody to Dance 

Now

Get Ready to 
Bounce with 
Big Freedia

...and SO MUCH
MORE!

Official Pride Guide 
Starts on Page 45!

http://www.sacramentopride.org


http://www.onecommunityhealth.com
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Sacramento this Sunday, June 10!
The Badlands Drag Race Showcase will 

feature Delta Work, Season 3 contestant and 
member of the Heathers clique. She will 
showcase her frank attitude, sarcastic humor, 
and upfront sass to host a lineup of drag 

superstars sponsored by Badlands. The show 
will feature two current season superstars. 
Mayhem Miller, Season 10, winner of the 
Drag on a Dime Challenge, and a fan 
favorite! 

The show will also feature a top six queen 
still in the running, Kameron Michaels! 
Known for her fantasy and creature makeup, 
Kameron, dubbed muscle queen, tried out to 
be a pit crew member, but is killing it this 
season as a queen!

We are proud to announce Parade March 
Grand Marshals Grace F. Lawrence and 
Deanna Delgado!

Grace F. Lawrence is the first and only 
openly known transgender woman from 
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We hope that you enjoy the great Sac 
Pride 2018 experiences we’ve got in store for 
you at #CaliforniasCapitalPride.

This year we are going bigger and better 
than ever starting with the Pride Awards 
gala honoring local LGBTQ leaders on 
Friday, June 8; Pride Activated on Saturday, 
June 9 to engage with the history of the 
LGBTQ rights movement and the work that 
still needs to be done; and culminating with 
the Pride Parade March and Festival on 
Sunday, June 10.

We are thrilled to present a fabulous 
lineup of entertainers and Grand Marshal 
honorees.

Skip the line, buy your festival tickets 
online now and get a free Sac Pride 2018 
bag! Tickets are $10; kids 10 and under are 
always free.

Please welcome our special headliner, 
Martha Wash! Known for her distinctive 
voice, Wash first achieved fame singing with 
LGBTQ icon and “Queen of Disco” Sylvester. 
She then founded The Weather Girls in 1982 
and released the multi-platinum single “It’s 
Raining Men,” which brought the band to 
mainstream pop attention.

After its disbanding in 1985, her success 
on Billboard’s Dance Chart earned her the 
honorific title “The Queen of Clubland,” with 
a total of twelve number-one songs on the 
chart to date, including “Everybody Dance 
Now.”

Surprise! Welcome our second headliner, 
Big Freedia! Big Freedia is a queer, black, 
American musical artist from New Orleans 
and best known for the hip hop genre and 
newfound “bounce” music. 

Big Freedia has been credited with helping 
popularize bounce music, which was largely 
underground since developing in the early 
1990s. Big Freedia stars in the hit telvesion 
series, Big Freedia: Queen of Bounce and has 
worked with RuPaul and Beyonce in the last 
few years. Welcome Big Freedia to 

Welcome to Sacramento Pride by Lanz Nalagan

The countdown to Sac Pride 2018 starts now and we’ve made 
some big changes this year, because #OneDayIsNotEnough 
and we can do more to uplift the voices of youth, people of 

color, and transgender folks in our community who continue to 
face oppression, violence, and discrimination at higher rates than 
the rest of the LGBTQ+ community. 

Monrovia, Liberia in West Africa. Grace got 
her Asylum in the United States in 2007 
under the United Nations Convention 
Against Torture. For more than twenty years, 
Grace has been working behind the scenes 
saving LGBTQ lives in Africa. She lives in 
Sacramento, CA. 

Miss Lawrence is a well known global 
human rights and LGBTQ activist, 
photojournalists, and motivational speaker, 
traveling around the USA and the world 
promoting human rights and social justice 
for LGBTQ people.

We are also pleased to honor Deanna 
Delgado! Deanna is well known in the 
Sacramento community as an activist for 
LGBTQ equality and has been passively 
involved in numerous charitable events for 
decades. She is the first to give her help 
when there is a need. In support of 
fundraisers for the AIDS Foundation and 
other organizations. 

Deanna has ridden in bike marathons, 
walked in marches and parades, and 
promoted car-washes, all while balancing 
her job as a hospitable and compassionate 
bartender. An animal lover and an 
outspoken individual, Deanna stands at the 
forefront of justice and equality for all 
humankind.

Sacramento Pride is the Sacramento LGBT 
Community Center’s largest community 
engagement of the year. It’s a monumental 
community focused effort that provides folks 
from every demographic in our diverse 
community the opportunity to freely express 
pride in who they are, advocate for equality 
and justice, be introduced to community 
service providers and supportive businesses, 
and build community with chosen family 
and friends. 

See you there!
Lanz Nalagan is the Development 

Manager at the Sacramento LGBT 
Community Center. 

Events Manager, Jacquelyn Foust, and 
Development Manager, Lanz Nalagan of the 
Sac. LGBT Center. Photo by Tia Gemmell.

http://www.hotcold.com


http://www.mytesi.com
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The evening was joined by jazz quartet 
Doug Davies Band, featuring students from 
Roseville High School and California State 
University Sacramento. The guest speakers 
included Travis Legault, 2017 scholarship 
winner and student at CSUS and Joanne 
Bronson, of Wells Fargo Bank, and both 
highlighted the impacts of providing 
scholarships to students in need and the 
importance of education to develop the 
leaders of our future. 

The success of this event was led by the 
Foundation Chair Amy Medina of Wells 
Fargo Bank. The successful collaboration 

RCOC Dinner Raises over 
$2,200 for Scholarships
The Sacramento Rainbow Chamber Foundation celebrated 

their fifth VIP Farm-To-Scholar Dinner on May 16, 2018, at 
Capital Public Radio’s Garden, raising an additional $2,200.00 

towards scholarships for LGBTQ students and allies. 

Board Members of the Rainbow Chamber of Commerce and Foundation. 

included sponsors such as Wells Fargo Bank, 
SMUD, Outword Magazine, Y Not Web, 
Evan’s Kitchen and Catering, Barefoot Wine, 
Deep Eddy Vodka, and Revolution Wine. 

If you missed out on this lovely evening 
filled with great food, amazing wine pairings, 
and good company, don’t worry! The 
Sacramento Rainbow Chamber Foundation 
is excited to announce its 6th Annual VIP 
Farm-To-Scholar Dinner for May 16th, 2019 
at Capital Public Radio Gardens. 

Learn more about the Sacramento 
Rainbow Chamber Foundation at /www.
rainbowchamber.com 

Long time Rainbow Chamber sponsor, Wells 
Fargo staff members.

http://www.markpeters.biz
http://www.russellcpas.com
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Board Members of the Rainbow Chamber of Commerce and Foundation. 

The book sale will take place on Saturday 
June 2nd and Sunday June 3rd, from n noon 
to 6 p.m. on both days.

The Pride Month book sale comes on the 
heels of a great few months for LLACE. They 
hosted author Donovan James in April and 
he shared selections from his new book The 
Dreamcatcher Boy. James is now set to 
perform as a featured author at Washington 
DC’s Black Pride in this May. 

LLACE also hosted another session of 
“How to know if it is time to leave your job” 
led by life coach Dr. Kim Geil in early May. 
She taught attendees five strategies to help 
figure out the answer to “should I stay or 
should I go?” 

And LLACE had a great month for 

Pride at the Lavender Library
The Lavender Library (LLACE) is having a book sale for Pride 

Month! All books in the sale section in the front of the Library 
are BOGO (buy one, get one free), including fiction, non-fiction, 

biographies, old books, newer books, and a few erotic books and DVDs. 

The Lavender Library will host a screening of To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, 
Julie Newmar at the Sacramento Hostel on June 23rd.

memberships with nearly 20 new members 
in April.

Upcoming events include: a Coco movie 
night hosted by LGBTQ Latinx of 
Sacramento; the second meeting of the new 
book club “Ellipses” which will focus on 
chapters 3 and 4 of Susan Stryker’s 
Transgender History, second edition; a To 
Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie 
Newmar movie night collaboration with the 
Sacramento Hostel at their location on June 
23rd at 8 p.m.; and the second installment of 
the Queer Families Drag Reading series on 
Saturday June 30th. 

Stay updated on these and other events via 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or 
lavenderlibrary.com.

 The lawsuits also claim that Gilead, 
knowing a safer alternate, tenofovir 
alafenamide (TAF) existed, failed to warn 
patients of the damaging side effects of TDF; 
and actively misrepresented TDF’s efficacy 
and risks. 

The legal actions, prepared by Rutherford 
Law attorney Michelle M. Rutherford and 
in-house counsel for AHF, were filed in 
Superior Court of the State of California for 
the County of Los Angeles, [Case No. 
BC702302, Personal Injury Claims; and Case 
No. BC 705063, Class Action Status], and 
each demands a jury trial. AHF is funding 
the litigation and providing pro bono counsel 
and will not receive any financial recovery 
from the lawsuit in excess of its actual costs.

Both civil cases assert that Gilead’s zeal to 
maintain and maximize its corporate profits 
came at the expense of the health and 
wellbeing of its customers who were 
prescribed and taking TDF, which, according 
to the pleadings, the company knew as far 

CA HIV Patients File Legal 
Action Over Key HIV Drug
Two sets of California patients living with HIV have filed a 

personal injury lawsuit and a separate class action lawsuit 
against Gilead Sciences Inc. seeking to hold the Bay Area 

drug maker accountable for actions around its failure to rectify 
a known defect in tenofovir disoproxil fumarate’s (TDF’s) drug 
formulation.

back as 2001 from its own studies and other 
research was, ‘…highly toxic in the doses 
prescribed and risked permanent and 
possibly fatal damage to the kidneys and 
bones.’

The cases also assert that Gilead 
deliberately and maliciously suppressed from 
the market its alternate and newer 
formulation of the drug, TAF, in order to 
extend the patent life — and sales — xof its 
existing medications that included TDF. 
Gilead earned over $18 billion in net profit 
in 2015. 

http://www.brianmcmartin.com/
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The event is critical to WEAVE’s mission to 
build a community that does not tolerate 
sexual assault, domestic violence, and sex 
trafficking and provide survivors with the 
support they need to be safe and thrive. The 
more than $250,000 raised will fund 24/7 
crisis intervention and counseling services in 
the local region including safe shelter, legal 
services, counseling, mobile advocacy 

programs, and community and school 
education. 

Since its inception in 2011, the event has 
raised more than $1.5 million with all 
proceeds used in the local community to 
support survivors. 

“Walk a Mile in Her Shoes defines what is 
so special about our community,” states 
WEAVE CEO Beth Hassett. “It’s a way for our 
community to address the seriousness of 
violence in a light-hearted way that allows us 
to celebrate all the community members 
who support survivors. We are able to 
educate and involve so many people and 
make a statement that violence is not 
tolerated in our community.”

For 2018, Walk a Mile in Her Shoes moved 
to Crocker Park. Sponsors started the day at 
the inaugural Walk a Mile in Her Shoes 

At Pucci’s Pharmacy, our goal is to deliver the 
highest level of personalized care for individuals 
seeking assistance for their health concerns.

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES:
• Home or Office 

Delivery 
• Compounding 
• Immunizations 
• Travel Vaccines 
• Home Healthcare  

Aids & Devices
• Vitamins, Health  

& Beauty Aids 
• Herbal Remedies  

& Natural products
• Great selection of 

Greeting Cards

Proudly offering:
• Pharmacist consultations
• Co-pay assistance
• Auto-fill, ship/delivery

Specialty medications available:
• HIV
• Hep C
• Oncology/Hematology
• Transplant

• RA
• Psoriasis
• MS 
• and others

Pucci’s PHARMACY
• SACRAMENTO’S MIDTOWN PRESCRIPTION CENTER •

Most insurance plans accepted

with PUCCI’S,  
       it’s personal. 

Phone:  916.442.5891 
Fax:  916.442.4432

M-F:  9am – 6pm 
Sat:  9am – 1pm

2821  
J Street

www.puccirx.com 
clint@puccirx.com 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes 
Raises Over $250,000
On May 20, nearly 800 men, women, and children took a stand 

against Intimate Partner Violence, sexual assault, and sex 
trafficking during the 8th Annual Walk a Mile in Her Shoes. 

WEAVE CEO Beth Hassett and Walk a Mile in Her Shoes Co-Chair Jason Poole with Top Fundraising 
Team - InterWest Insurance Services. Photo by Tia Gemmell Photography.

Brunch hosted by KAIP and Alpen TG. The 
stage was powered by SMUD and featured 
the sounds of The Rip Offs throughout the 
day. KPMG sponsored the event Swag Bags 
and our Stones Gambling Hall VIP Area was 
a popular respite for the guests. 

Families took advantage of the Verizon 
Family Zone and guests enjoyed beverages 
at multiple bar locations sponsored by Owen 

Dunn and Cryq Energy. The Forester Purcell 
Stowell Pump Up Your Walker Sign Stations 
created some memorable signs and art by 
family and friends.  

The new route took walkers over the 
Tower Bridge where BearPaw was waiting at 
the halfway point with water to fuel the last 
half mile. Other key sponsors included 
Dignity Health, Kaiser Permanente, Dale 
Carnegie, and Sutter Health. The event’s 
Media Sponsors included Outword Magazine 
and I Heart Media/The River. Beverage 
sponsors included Hoppy Brewing, 
Preservation & Co. and Ketel One Vodka. 

“We are so grateful for the support of all 
the sponsors and walkers,” shares event 
co-chairs Patrick Harbison of PHPR and 
Jason Poole of Preservation & Co. “Their 
support enables us to create an event where 
everyone is welcomed and companies, 
families, and groups of friends can band 
together to support WEAVE.”

The event includes several competitions 
with new powerhouses emerging in 2018. 
Kaiser Permanente dominated the Largest 
Team competition with 107 registered 
walkers. Jeff Keena, Ashley West, Jim Walter, 
and Daniel-Burbage-Macaluso battled it out 
up until the tally was taken with Keena 
edging out the others for the Top Fundraiser 
Honors. OnCore OnFoot, Kaiser Permanente, 
Carter West, and InterWest Insurance 
Services kept it close in the Top Fundraising 
Team category with InterWest Insurance 
Services eeking out the win at the event. 

WEAVE thanks all of the walkers, teams, 
donors, and more than 250 volunteers who 
made the day a success. Watch www.
weaveinc.org for an announcement about the 
2019 date soon!

http://www.puccirx.com
mailto:michael%40michaeltriglia.com?subject=


9outwordmagazine.com May 31, 2018 - June 14, 2018 • No. 601 Outword Magazine

A total of 98 cyclists and crew members 
raised a total of $250,000 (and rising) that 
will be distributed in August at a 
celebratory event and check distribution. 
For many of the agencies that benefit from 
the NorCal AIDS Cycle, the event is their 
only source of funding for HIV/AIDS-
related support services. 

“We are beyond proud to be a source of 
strength for them,” said NorCal AIDS Cycle 
President Janet Smith.

With the 15 year anniversary of the 
NorCal AIDS Cycle coming up in 2019, 

NorCal AIDS Cycle 2018 
Raises over $250,000
On May 13, 2018, the NorCal AIDS Cycle wrapped up its 

14th annual 300 mile, 4 day cycling event to raise funding 
for numerous HIV/AIDS-related service organizations in 

the Sacramento region. 

WEAVE CEO Beth Hassett and Walk a Mile in Her Shoes Co-Chair Jason Poole with Top Fundraising 
Team - InterWest Insurance Services. Photo by Tia Gemmell Photography.

LGBTQ Advocacy Day Lobbied State Legislature on Issues 
Important to the LGBTQ Community

The Sacramento LGBT Community Center, Equality California and partners for LGBTQ Advocacy 
Day held a rally and press conference before meeting with California legislators and staff on 
Monday, May 21, at the State Capitol. LGBTQ Advocacy Day was held to raise awareness about 
critical priorities for the LGBTQ community, people living with HIV, and all communities impacted 
by the new challenges at the federal level. 

plans are in the works for a spectacular new 
route that will take cyclists and crew to the 
North Bay for some Bay Area rides over the 
course of several days. 

As the route develops in the coming 
months, NorCal AIDS Cycle will provide 
updates and details through their website 
(www.norcalaidscycle.og). Registration for 
2019 is expected to open in early June with a 
15 Year Anniversary registration special. 

“We look forward to having you join us 
and be a part of our NorCal AIDS Cycle 
Family,” said Smith.

http://www.michaelpolandmortgage.com
http://www.fixmyback.com
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This program is funded by the Division of Behavioral 
Health Services through the voter approved 
Proposition 63, Mental Health Services Act (MHSA).

Partner

Uncle

Living with 
an eating 
disorder

For additional information and resources, go to: 

StopStigmaSacramento.org
Call 2-1-1  
Deaf or Hard of Hearing?  
Call 7-1-1 to connect to 2-1-1.

Mental Illness:
It’s not always what you think.

http://www.hotcold.com
http://www.insuremekevin.com
http://www.stopstigmasacramento.org


Be prepared. 
Your lung cancer can 
spread to your brain.

Be prepared. 
Your lung cancer can 
spread to your brain.
Rose, age 59, TexasRose, age 59, Texas

Smoking caused Rose’s lung cancer.  

She had to move from the small town she 

loved to get the treatment she needed, 

including chemo, radiation and having part 

of her lung removed. Recently, her  

cancer spread to her brain. You can quit.  

CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW.

#CDCTips

1.577 pt

http://www.cdc.gov/tips


choosewha.com
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http://www.janderson@golyon.com
http://www.stmarksumc.com/upcomingmoon
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Sonoma County LGBTQI (Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning, 
and Intersex) Pride Parade and Festival will 
take place June 1 -3rd 2018 in downtown 
Santa Rosa at Old Courthouse Square. The 
new, more centralized location will provide 
accessibility for public transit, hotel 
accommodations, and parking as well as 

providing an economic boost to Sonoma 
County. 

Sonoma County Pride’s Entertainment 
lineup for the 2018 pride festival is 
sponsored by Graton Resort and Casino.

Headliner Wrabel is a musician who is 
well-known for his work as an LBGTQ 
advocate and has been nominated for a 
IOIS GLAAD award for Outstanding Music 
Artist. He was also listed as one of OUT 
Magazine’s 2017 OUT100. His songs range 
from traditional piano ballads like ‘II 
Blocks’ to the Dance Chart’s top 10 hit 
‘Ritual’. 

Jason Maek & Zaena are an electronic 
music duo with a signature sound that 
mixes, indie, dance, and pop. With songs 

Sonoma County to Celebrate 
a Unifying Pride
The Sonoma County Pride Festival will be held over a three-

day period from June 1st to June 3rd, 2018 in downtown 
Santa Rosa, and is designed to appeal to a large diversity of 

tastes as well as to invite our friends, family, and neighbors from 
the entire Bay Area to join the weekend fun.

like ‘Birthday’ and ‘Get Up’, they blend 
harmonic vocals with rap lyrics to create 
their own unique style of music. The duo is 
fast becoming a much sought-after ticket for 
music festivals around the country.

This year’s theme is Together We Rise. The 
idea behind the theme is to combat hateful 
rhetoric and policies of the current national 

political leadership and to stand behind the 
people of the community who feel 
threatened by the words and actions of 
others who have been emboldened by the 
last election. 

The event will also embrace people who 
have been traumatized and dislocated after 
the recent tragic fires that devastated the 
county and surrounding areas. The entire 
event will be about joining together to resist 
bigotry and discrimination and helping the 
community to heal and rebuild.

For more information, visit www.
sonomacountypride.org/festival/ and you can 
download a copy of the Festival program at 
www.sonomacountypride.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/01/SCP-Pride-Guide-WEB.pdf

Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg with honorees from the Sacramento Stonewall Democrtic 
Club’s Four Freedoms Awards held Wednesday, May 23 at the Dante Club. Awards presented 
were: President’s Award – Col. Pat Thompson; Freedom From Fear Award – State Senator 
Cathleen Galgiani; Freedom From Want Award – Carrie Holmes; Freedom of Speech Award – SMUD 
Board Member Genevieve Shiroma; and Freedom Of Worship Award – California Democratic Party 
Chairman Eric Bauman. Photo by Larry Lauszus, photographybylarry.photoreflect.com

Sac Stonewall’s Four Freedoms Awards Honor Our Best

http://www.sonomacountypride.org
http://www.sacstonewall.org


mailto:bill@lelandins.com
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http://www.weaveinc.org
http://www.eastlawn.com
http://www.sacgaymenschorus.org
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We invite you to come celebrate equality 
with us on Friday, June 29th, as the River 
Cats take on the Fresno Grizzlies. The fun 
starts at 6:00 p.m. with a reception in the 
Beer Garden and is followed by the first 
pitch at 7:05 p.m.

Project MORE’s goal is to stimulate 
dialogue and acceptance by creating safe, 
compassionate, and inclusive environments 
throughout Northern California. We became 
the You Can Play Ambassador of Northern 
California because we recognized a growing 
number of sports teams seeking to support 
and include diverse groups like the LGBTQ 
community. 

By working with different teams, we are 
not only sending a message that everyone is 
welcome, but are embracing sporting culture 
and tradition while stimulating comraderie 
both on and off the field.

We hope to unite sport fans and the 
LGBTQ community for a “home run” of an 
event. So, don’t miss this fun, family-friendly 
evening celebrating acceptance and inclusion 

Sacramento River Cats’ Equality 
Night Returns by Bryan Aubineau

For the 4th consecutive year, Project MORE Foundation has 
partnered with the Sacramento River Cats to produce an exciting 
LGBTQ-inclusive evening at Raley Field, Equality Night 2018.

Sacramento River Cats’ mascot Dinger with the crew from DoMoreProject.org at Davis Pride. 
Photo by Fred Palmer.

with the River Cats, the Triple-A Affiliate of 
the San Francisco Giants.

We offer fans an exclusive $30 ticket offer 
only available in advance at 
RiverCatsEqualityNight.com. Each ticket 
helps benefit local LGBTQ nonprofits and 
includes access to a pre-game reception with 
live music, a free commemorative Equality 
Night gift, a pride-themed fireworks show, 
and free entry to the Badlands Sacramento 
that night.

Want a chance for free tickets? Don’t miss 
Project MORE’s booth at Sacramento Pride 
or follow us on Facebook (@doMORElgbtq) 
for a chance to win two tickets and other 
cool prizes.

Bryan Aubineau is Chief Branding Officer 
at Project MORE Foundation and a 
Marketing Specialist known for creating 
engaging campaigns and captivating brand 
identities for numerous businesses, 
nonprofits, and government organizations. 
He can be reached at  
bryan@domoreproject.org

Tayler Wiles, who lives with her wife in Fairfax, took 2nd place overall in her classification in the 
Amgen Tour of California Women’s Race, which came through Sacramento. Her speciality is 
mountain cycling and Tayler joined team Trek-Drops after a successful 2017 that included the 
overall win at the Tour of the Gila, as well as wins in the climbing competitions at Thuringen 
Rundfahrt and Ceskeho Svycarska. Photo by Chris Allan, imagesbychrisa.com

Tayler Wiles Takes #2 in Women’s Amgen Classification 

http://www.stephanieslagel.com
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You’ll wanna take that dollar store tiara 
with you, because you’ll feel like you’re in a 
fairy tale. Between the festively decorated 
city streets (Europeans take fabulous 
Christmas decorations as a personal 
challenge) and the ridonkulous charm of the 
many Christmas Markets scattered 
throughout Germany and Austria, it makes 
for a European trip unlike any other you’ve 
taken.

Sure, it’s chilly (30’s and 40’s). But that just 
adds to the magic. If you’ve been to Vienna, 
for example, in both summer and at the 
holidays, you know that there’s no 
comparison. The holiday season trumps any 
other time of year. (Not to mention that there 
are considerably fewer tourists.) And you get 
to wear that fur muff!

So, what exactly IS a Christmas Market? 
It’s a large collection of wooden kiosks that 
are plunked down in various plazas and 
squares around the cities. Many countries 
offer these markets, but Germany and 
Austria have the greatest number and 
variety. The vendors sell every type of 
(mostly holiday-themed) Bavarian and 
European handicrafts imaginable. They’re an 
incredible opportunity to bring back 

Christmas Markets? Yes, Please! by Eric Poole

“Why the hell would I want to go to Germany and 
Austria in December?” Two words: Christmas 
Markets. And because Europe during the holiday 

season is an absolutely magical place.
decorations for your home as well as great 
– and inexpensive – gifts. (Although the Euro 
has bounced back a bit, it’s still at just $1.19, 
far from its high of $1.60 in 2009.

Of course, you can’t shop without enjoying 
some hot chocolate and a terrifyingly 
addictive holiday pastry or five. And then, 
there’s the gluhwein (pronounced “glue-
vine”) – warm, mulled wine, which, trust me, 
is much tastier than it sounds, and which can 
result in having to buy a steamer trunk to 
ship back all the drunken purchases. 

Not that this happened to anybody we 
know. Or anything.

And for gay folk, cities like Vienna even 
offer a special homo holiday market, with 
more design-oriented versions of these 
Christmas crafts and gifts. Listen to holiday 
songs by divas and gay artists, attend a “Hot 
Chocolate” Christmas party, or just wander 
the aisles and enjoy the eye candy – and the 
knickknacks.

Want some more glamorous souvenirs 
than those offered by the Christmas 
Markets? Shopping streets like Vienna’s 
Golden Quarter will fill the bill and empty 
your wallet, all while it wows you with 
gorgeous street decorations and window 

displays. 
The easiest and most festive way to see the 

Christmas Markets is via a river cruise like 
Brand g Vacations’ 2019 Christmas Markets 
cruise on the Danube. You’ll not only hit a 
ton of these insanely charming markets; 
Brand g adds on tours to other sights that 
are enhanced by the wintry holiday weather, 
as well – like Neuschwanstein Castle outside 
Munich, which was the inspiration for 
Disney’s Magic Castle and has an even more 

fairy tale-like atmosphere when covered in 
snow. 

 Everybody loves Europe in summer. But 
for a less crowded, and more unique 
experience, consider a Christmas Markets 
trip. It’s truly magical.

Fairy Princess costume not included.
Eric Poole is Director of Marketing for 

Brand g Vacations, the leading operator of 
all-LGBT river cruises and land tours around 
the world.

Tour German and Austian Christmas Markets from the comfort of a riverboat cruise. 

http://www.berkeleyrep.org


http://www.frontstreetshelter.org
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Davis Pride Was a Rockin’ 
Fun Day in the Sun

Davis Pride and Davis Phoenix Coalition hosted an amazingly fun Pride this year on 
Sunday May 20th at Central Park in Davis. The entertainment lineup was spectacular 

on the Wells Fargo Main Stage with performances by Thea Austin, David Anthony 
Hernandez, Effie Passero, the Shawn Thwaites Rebel Quartet, Cathy Speck, Josh 
Diamond, the Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus, Cheer Sacramento and some high 

kicking numbers from the Badlands Drag Revue featuring DiDa Ritz, Helen Heels and 
Ms. Sasha Glam Devore. “This was the best pride celebration I have been to in a long 
time,” said area resident Thomas Crisman. “Truly a real community celebration for all.” 
Next year’s celebration will be held on Sunday, May 19, 2019. Photos by Charles Peer 

and Fred Palmer.

Out & About

http://www.davispride.org
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MUTUAL

HOUSING

CALIFORNIA

SUPPORTS

THE LGBT

COMMUNITY 

Each of our

19 housing

communities

is welcoming

to all.

www.mutualhousing.com

Get your Tissues Ready for Queer Eye Season 2

Queer Eye is back and ready to transform the stylistically challenged into hip and happening 
savants at the hands of the new Fab Five. These fearless ambassadors of taste are about to 
embark on Queer Eye’s boldest crusade ever, bringing a message of encouragement and uplift to 
eight new heroes in season two. Catch it all on Netflix starting June 15th. Visit  
www.netflix.com/queereye.

The two strong hearts of SGMC and the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation will embark 
on a musical journey wrapping a 
harmonious voice around the tenacious 
human spirit as it converges with 
seemingly insurmountable odds; offering 
hope, compassion and greater awareness to 
the real life experiences one faces in the 
midst of battling cancer. 

“It is our intention to offer support for 
those undergoing treatment, to uplift the 
lives of those who have succumbed to the 
disease and to joyfully celebrate the 
victories of those who are now cancer free,” 

SGMC’s Think Pink! Is Singing 
for the Cure
The Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus will take to the concert 

stage to harmonize with the mission and goals of the Susan 
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation on June 15th & 16th at 

C.K. McClatchy High School. 

the Chorus said in a released statement. 
Think Pink! will become a larger than life 

soundtrack reflecting upon life’s poignant 
moments where our humanity is exposed; 
bringing greater harmony to our fears and 
joyously celebrating one’s greatest triumphs.

A proclamation of hope, resilience and 
greater awareness, Think Pink! will be 
performed on June 15 at 8 p.m., and June 16 
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 general 
admission, $40 VIP (reception included at 
venue) and $15 student (valid ID required).

For tickets and more information, visit 
SacGayMensChorus.org

http://www.sacgaymenschorus.org
http://www.mutualhousing.com


http://www.sspca.org
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In May of 2017, hearts shattered 
around the globe when Feld 
Entertainment announced the 
circus was ending. Circus was our 
home. It was our family and our 
version of the “real world”. It’s now 
been one year since the closing of 
the circus. I ran off to attend 
college, but I wondered what life 
after the circus was like for my 
circus family. 

Taylor Albin and Dean Kelley 
found more than just a home while 

working on the circus together, 
they also found love and I was very 
happy to connect with them to 
share their story. 

As openly gay men, how has 
your transition been from circus, 
which is a very accepting and 
open environment been to the 
“real world” so to say? 

Dean: On the circus, we were 
welcomed as a same sex couple 
and that is a testament to how the 
circus is. The circus is this band of 
“misfits” that are people that are 
gifted and talented from all over 
the world. It truly is a mini united 
nations. 

Taylor: What the circus allowed 
us to do was to be open and 
respected. Moving from that to “the 
real world” was a challenge. We 
had to create our own oasis in what 
city we were living in and we had 

Finding Love at the Circus by Emily DeSanto

I was born on the circus. Yes, my parents are professional circus clowns. We 
called Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus our home since I was 
six weeks old. I grew up around elephants, clowns and showgirls. 

Taylor Albin and Dean Kelley

to create that family environment 
and that home in Fort Myers 
after we got off the road and now 
we are still creating that now 
that we have moved to Orlando. 
Luckily, We have a fantastic 
community here filled with 
performers and travelers and are 
receiving that family 
environment. 

What are some of the biggest 
difficulties that you have faced 
in the last year?

Dean: When you’re on tour, yes 
you have responsibility, but not 
that much. Now we have to deal 
with “real people” responsibilities 
such as bills and mortgage. On 
the circus, we never had to worry 
about that. Our schedules were 
wake up, go do the show, 
entertain families, make 
memories, and get paid. The real 
world is a lot different. Going 
and doing this thing you love 
everyday that gives you 
opportunities to explore places 
like Sacramento and the food 
and downtown and there are so 
many opportunities that Ringling 
allowed. It’s difficult to prioritize 
the options and sit down to 
realize what is best for us and 
our time. Thankfully, we are both 
in positions of loving what we 
do. Yes, we have achieved the 

dream that we had then we had to 
sit down and go “Okay, the show is 
closed, where do we go from here. 
What is the new dream.”

Taylor: Ringling Brothers was 
our dream. Being a gay couple on 
the show, most people in the 
“outside world”, would deem parts 
of our lives very difficult since we 
were always going places that 
weren’t as accepting, but we 
experienced nothing but love 
everywhere we went. I think it’s 
because we poured out love in 
every performance.

How would you describe your 
time on the show? 

Dean: I wanted to do it ever 
since I was a kid. It’s one of the last 
true american dreams, I ran away 
and joined the circus. I was 22 
when I joined the show and in that 
time, I became a man. You learn 
about yourself. You’re put in an 
environment to be tested in the 
best ways. I am so thankful for my 
time that I had there. I would not 
trade it for anything in the world. 
My family is so supportive of my 
choices and my life and my 
engagement to Taylor. All of my 
success today has been because of 
the circus. 

Taylor: My family took me to the 
show every year. I watched Tom 
and Tammy Parish, Greg Desanto, 
David Keiser(all famous clowns). I 
idolized them. They were doing 
something that I dreamed of doing. 
They were allowing themselves to 
be vulnerable and to be in an 
audience of thousands of people 
bringing joy and happiness to 
young and old. Helping them forget 
their worries for a few hours. If 
people were to look at the circus 
and understand the real meaning 
of the it, the world would be a 
much better place. At the end of 
the day, I even met the love of my 
life, Dean. I don’t know where I 
would be if I hadn’t joined 
Ringling. It brought so much good 
in my life and the Feld family 
allowed me to be apart of their 
show and give back. 

Emily DeSanto is the daughter of 
famous Ringling Bros and Barnum 
and Bailey circus duo Karen and 
Greg DeSanto. She grew up with an 
atypical lifestyle, traveling the 
country and knowing how to throw 
a mean pie to the face. All of her 
fellow circus people became her 
family. She is currently in college 
at Augsburg University in 
Minneapolis, MN studying 
communications and marketing.

http://www.ernestosmexicanfood.com
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So, with this knowledge, I took a trip to 
the Fourth Annual RuPaul’s DragCon in Los 
Angeles along with 50,000 other attendees. 
Over the course of three days, I got the 
opportunity to interview some of my favorite 
queens and I asked them: “What advice 
would you give to a fifteen year old?” 

Some of the advice is helpful for anyone 

like Trixie Mattel’s “Don’t do crack, yeah, just 
don’t do drugs,” but other than that, there 
seemed to be a common thread of finding an 
outlet and do something that makes you 
truly happy. 

There are a few things that the girls said 
that really stood out to me, for instance, “The 
advice that I would give to a fifteen year old 
is to just stay true to yourself even if it is a 
little different,” Laganja Estranja 
recommended. “Never stop dreaming and 
never stop believing”, thank you for that, 
Blair St. Clair. “Just be yourself, stop trying to 
fit in,” very helpful from Yuhua Hamasaki, 

A Teenager Learns Quite A Bit 
From A Bunch Of Drag Queens 
    by Ashley Lawrence

As a fifteen year old girl, I can safely say I do not know what 
I am doing in life and I am constantly in a state of “Wait….
What?” But I can also say that anyone who has been fifteen 

would probably say the same thing. 

Ashley Lawrence with Blair St. Claire at the Fourth Annual RuPaul’s DragCon.

and personality my favorite from Farrah 
Moan, “The world really opens up to you as 
you get older and you’re not confined by the 
walls of a high school and the sky is truly 
the limit and if you really believe in yourself 
and you really believe in what you’re doing 
you can really accomplish anything.” 

Drag Queens at first glance don’t seem 

like the best place for advice, but if you 
think about it, they’re a great resource. These 
queens have truly found a way to become 
accepting of themselves and they put all 
their time and energy into something they 
love and many have found success. 

Growing up and gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, and/or all of the above and 
questioning everything as teenagers do is 
amazingly hard; so, taking advice from 
people who grew up just like us and have 
grown to put themselves in a position for 
change is an honorable and brave decision. 

Who’s ready to attend next year? ME!

http://www.rainbowchamber.com
http://www.rainbowchamber.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rWWGbCcbpM


25outwordmagazine.com May 31, 2018 - June 14, 2018 • No. 601 Outword Magazine

Johnson is a young gay man who attends 
college, works full-time, and gets satisfaction 
from helping others, which drew him to the 
NCAC.

“I’m going to pride this year,” said Johnson. 
“My dad was in the military for 22-years and 
was shocked when I finally came out at the 
age of eighteen. I think it’s important that we 
stick together now more than ever because 
of the climate of this country.”

Nicholaus is graduating from American 
River College (ARC) with three Associate of 
Arts Degrees, all in the field of social 
services. Five years clean and sober, Johnson 
is committed to carrying the message that 
there’s a better way to live than being strung 
out on drugs.

“Three Associate Degrees,” said Nicholaus. 
“Whoever would of 
thought it could happen 
to a junkie like me.” Next 
year, Johnson is 
transferring to a four-
year school for his 
Bachelor’s Degree and 
then wants to go on to 
an MA in Social Work. 

Currently, Nicholaus 
works as a case manager 
and substance abuse 
counselor. Johnson relies 
on scholarships from 
Capital City AIDS Fund 
(CCAF) to help him 
make it financially.

In 2010, Nicholaus was 
diagnosed with full-
blown AIDS. He’s now 
undetectable but it took 
a long time to get his 
T-cell count up. And 
that’s why he’s giving 
back to the HIV/AIDS 
community. “This year, 
I’m crew chief navigator 
for NCAC,” said 
Nicholaus. “I get 
problems handled out 
here on the roads.”

As for why Gay Pride 
still matters to Nicholaus, 
it’s about equality. 
“Everyone needs to make 
sure they’re educated 
with words that you say 
because sometimes we 
say things without 
thinking and people who 
hear them can get hurt,” 
said Nicholaus. “Be 
educated about what you 
say.”

Nicholaus said that 
education is vital. CCAF 
is a non-profit that 
provides college 

Why Gay Pride Still Matters
   by Joyce Mitchell

It’s a blustery windy day and 27-year-old Nicholaus Johnson is 
volunteering for the NorCal AIDS Challenge (NCAC), a bike 
ride that generates tens of thousands of dollars for HIV/AIDS in 

the Sacramento region. 

Nicholaus Johnson

scholarships to HIV+ people through the 
Helen Veress Mitchell Scholarship. As they 
learn, many of the students end up giving 
back to the community. 

“As a community, we need to be open and 
accepting of all letters in LGBTQ, respect 
each other and love each other,” said 
Nicholaus. Education and pride are two ways 
of doing that.” The CCAF scholarship fund 
has been helping Johnson four years now. 
And he’s applying again next year.

For more information about the Helen 
Veress Mitchell Scholarship Fund, go to 
capitalcityaidsfund.org. Deadline for the 
CCAF Helen Veress Mitchell Scholarship 
Fund is June 30, 2018.

Together, learning and standing in Pride, 
the community grows strong.

http://www.outatthefair.com
http://www.gratefuldogdaycare.com


http://www.stopstigmasacramento.org
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https://www.barefootwine.com
http://www.californiamuseum.org
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What hasn’t changed in 68 years – yes, 
it’s the 68th season, believe it or not – is 
the level of talent and the quality of the 
productions at Wells Fargo Pavilion each 
summer. 

This summer’s season is no exception 
and includes six eclectic, popular titles, and 
a host of the hottest talent from Broadway 
and beyond, including a former Tony 
nominee as Mama Rose.

Broadway At Music Circus kicks off this 
year with the mother of all musicals – and 
a timeless tribute to the birth of “talkies” 
on the big screen – Singin’ in the Rain.

After auditioning performers in New 
York City, Los Angeles and Sacramento, 
Broadway Sacramento has confirmed 
casting for the six shows in the 68th 
Broadway At Music Circus season. 

The casts include a number of Broadway 
veterans – some of them making their 
Broadway At Music Circus debuts – and 
audience favorites from previous Broadway 
At Music Circus productions. 

The 2018 season, which begins June 12 
at the Wells Fargo Pavilion, includes four 
shows that have never been produced by 
Broadway At Music Circus: Singin’ in the 
Rain, based on the classic movie starring 
Gene Kelly and Debbie Reynolds; Disney’s 
Newsies, based on the hit movie and 
featuring a score by multi award-winning 

Broadway At Music Circus 
Returns on June 12 by Chris Narloch

It’s almost that time, theater lovers, when Music Circus opens 
its “tent” for the summer. Of course, the actual tent is long 
gone now, and Music Circus has recently been rebranded as 

Broadway At Music Circus.

Joey Barreiro (right) will star as Jack Kelly in Newsies at Music Circus. (From a previous 
production, also pictured is Zachary Sayle, who will not be in the Sacramento production.)

composer Alan Menken; Mamma Mia!, a 
high-spirited international sensation 
featuring more than 20 songs by ABBA; and 
Little Shop of Horrors, the hit musical 
comedy based on the campy 1960s cult 
horror film. 

Returning to Broadway At Music Circus 
are audience favorites Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers, a rollicking musical with 
iconic choreography and a Tony-nominated 
score, and Gypsy, the landmark show with a 
celebrated score by Jule Styne and Stephen 
Sondheim. 

Speaking of Gypsy, Tony nominee Carolee 
Carmello gets the plum lead role of Rose in 
that show, and she’s not the only big name 
coming to Broadway At Music Circus this 
season.

Eric Kunze will portray Sam in Mamma 
Mia!, Ken Page and Zonya Love are cast as 
Audrey II and Crystal, respectively, in Little 
Shop of Horrors, and handsome Joey 
Barreiro is playing the lead in Newsies.

Each summer, Broadway At Music Circus 
offers Sacramento audiences the truly 
unique opportunity to experience some of 
Broadway’s most talented actors performing 
in an intimate and casual setting that only 
theatre-in-the-round can provide. 

For more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.broadwaysacramento.com/
broadway-at-music-circus.

http://www.rivercatsequalitynight.com
http://www.saclibfriends.org


http://www.broadwaysacramento.com
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Verge Center for the Arts
This super-cool arts space on S Street in Sacramento also shows the occasional film, and 

this June’s title is the steamy drama Tom of Finland, about the famous 20th Century Finnish 
artist of the same name.

The proudly erotic drawings of artist Touko Laaksonen, known to the world as Tom of 
Finland, shaped the fantasies of generations of gay men, influencing art and fashion before 
crossing over into the wider cultural consciousness. 

But who was the man behind the leather? Dome Karukoski’s stirring biopic follows the 
artist’s life from the trenches of WWII and repressive Finnish society of the 1950s through 
his struggle to get his work published in California, where he and his art were finally 
embraced amid the sexual revolution of the 1970s. 

Tom of Finland’s story is one of love, courage and perseverance, mirroring the gay 
liberation movement for which his leather-clad studs served as a defiant emblem.

Perfectly timed for Gay Pride Month, Tom of Finland will be shown at Verge, one time 
only, on the evening of Thursday, June 21st. For more information, visit www.vergeart.com/
attend/movies-on-the-verge-presents-tom-of-finland. 

Cool Queer Movies In Sac & S.F.      by Chris Narloch

While we wait for the Sacramento International LGBTQ 
Film Festival to return to the Crest this October 12-14, 
here are some queer movies you can see this June.

The ceremony, which recognizes 
achievement in Broadway productions during 
the 2017-2018 season, will be held at Radio 
City Music Hall in New York City, and will be 
broadcast live by CBS.

Ordinarily, Tony fever surrounds the 
musicals in competition, but this was not a 
great season for new Broadway musicals. 
Nevertheless, Tina Fey’s Mean Girls and the 
musical version of SpongeBob Squarepants 
managed to rack up 12 nominations each, 
tying as the most-nominated shows of the 
season.

The other potential winner for Best Musical 
is The Band’s Visit, starring Tony Shalhoub, 
which received 11 Tony nominations. (Disney’s 
Frozen, which was poorly received by critics, 

Don’t Miss The 2018 Tony Awards 
   by Chris Narloch

A stellar revival of Tony Kushner’s landmark gay play Angels in 
America, starring Andrew Garfield and Nathan Lane, could 
sweep the show this year when the 72nd Annual Tony Awards 

are handed out on June 10, 2018 during a ceremony hosted by Josh 
Groban and Sara Bareilles. 

Frameline42
Better known as the San Francisco International LGBTQ Film Festival, Frameline42 will 

fill several Bay Area theaters this June 14-24 with eleven days of gay pride and great films.
Frameline is the world’s longest-running and largest showcase of queer cinema, and this 

year’s Festival includes 25 world premieres among its 153 narratives, documentaries, and 
short films. 

Attendance at this year’s films is expected to top 60,000, and 39 countries are represented, 
with 52 percent of all movies directed by women.

Among the high-profile pictures scheduled this year are films about Emily Dickinson and 
Robert Mapplethorpe, and other titles will star such famous names as Paul Rudd, Chloe 
Grace Moretz, Vanessa Redgrave, and Isabelle Huppert.

For a complete list of films and more information, visit www.frameline.org. 

fills out that category but is unlikely to win.)
There are only three nominees this year for 

Best Revival of a Musical, but all are highly 
acclaimed: Carousel, My Fair Lady, and Once 
on This Island.

The real excitement, however, is over in the 
play categories, where Angels in America 
broke the record for most nominations for a 
play in Tony Awards history with 11 
nominations. 

Also thrilling are the nods for another epic, 
two-part play, J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child, which seems likely to do 
very well with Tony voters, thanks to its ten 
nominations.

For a complete list of this year’s nominees, 
visit www.tonyawards.com. 

http://www.riverterraceinn.com
http://www.sonomacountypride.org
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A Paranormal Evening with
ALICE COOPER

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 15
8:30 P.M.

A Paranormal Evening with
ALICE COOPER

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 15
8:30 P.M.

JOAN JETT
and the Blackhearts

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 19

8 P.M.

JOAN JETT
and the Blackhearts

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 19

8 P.M.

Family Owned & Operated SINCE 1985

®

Management reserves all rights.
Problem Gambling? 1-800-GAMBLER

800-822-WINN • JACKSONCASINO.COM
12222 New York Ranch Road • Jackson, CA 95642

Our friends at Barefoot Wine, who have shown their generosity to our community time 
after time, and have some new recipes featuring their Brut Rose.

Give them a try for your pre-Pride and acres-Pride gatherings, or just to enjoy after a hard 
days work.

Before or After Pride, There’s 
Always Time for Some Bubbly

Pride is an opportunity to remember and celebrate our history, 
and reflect on our goals for the future. But it is also a great 
time to gather with friends and raise a glass in celebration.

Rosemary Rosé 
3 ounces Barefoot Brut Rosé 
2 ounces Grapefruit Juice 
1/2 ounce Lime Juice 
3/4 ounce Simple Syrup 
Rosemary Sprig 
Place juices and syrup into a cocktail shaker with ice. 

Shake to chill. Strain into a chilled cocktail glass. Top with 
Barefoot Brut Rosé. Garnish with rosemary sprig. 
Rosemary lends a pop of color and herbal freshness to 

the aroma. Light, citrusy, fruit.
Sweet & Spicy Rosé Margarita 

2 ounce Barefoot Brut Rosé 
3/4 ounce Camarena Reposado Tequila 
6 – 1” chunks Fresh Watermelon + 1 for Garnish 
1 ounce Lime Juice 
3/4 ounce Simple Syrup 

Rosé All Day
3 ounces Barefoot Brut Rosé 
1/2 ounce New Amsterdam Gin 
1/2 ounce Lemon Juice 
1/2 ounce Grenadine 
1 ounce Ginger Ale 
Mint Sprig 
Place gin, juice and grenadine in a cocktail shaker 

with ice. Shake to chill. Strain into a champagne 
flute. Add ginger ale. Top with Barefoot Brut Rosé. 
Garnish with mint sprig. 

Mint leaf adds instant fresh aroma. Classy, 
citrusy, with round fruity finish.

Lime Wheel 
4 teaspoons granulated sugar 
2 teaspoons each chili powder and salt 
Combine sugar, chili powder and salt on a 

shallow plate. Rim a large rocks glass with 
lime. Dip into the sweet and spicy mixture. 
Add ice to glass. Set aside. Place 
watermelon, juice, syrup and tequila into a 
cocktail shaker with ice. Shake to chill. 
Strain.
French Rosé 

3 ounces Barefoot Brut Rosé 
1/2 ounce E&J VS Brandy 
1/2 ounce Lemon Juice 
1/2 ounce Grenadine 
Lemon Twist 
Place brandy, juice and grenadine into a 

cocktail shaker with ice. Shake to chill. 
Strain into a champagne flute. Top with 
Barefoot Brut Rosé. Garnish with lemon 
twist. 

Rose version of a French 75 made with 
brandy rather than gin. Brandy amps up 
with flavor. Grenadine substitutes for 
sugar and adds more rose color. Barefoot 
Brut Rosé breathes life and fun into the 
traditional classic cocktail.

For more recipes, visit 
www.barefootwine.com

https://www.barefootwine.com
http://www.jacksoncasino.com
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Services Guide
Wedding

To be in our next issue, call 
Fred! 916-329-9280

Save the Date!
Our next Wedding 

Expo will be on
Sunday

March 10, 2019

http://www.rainbowchamber.com
http://www.luccarestaurant.com
mailto:banquets.sacramento@ilfo.com
https://www.facebook.com/stoneyfolksjewelers
http://www.joancusick.com


Services Guide
Wedding

http://scottsseafood.net/theriver/
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https://www.waterfallportraits.com
http://www.blueskydayspa.com
http://www.smileartdental.com
http://www.fatscatering.com


http://www.granitebayclub.com
http://www.granitebayclub.com
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luckybuddypetcare.com

916 • 505 • 4375
pet sitting • dog walking
animal companionship

HAPPIER  
AT HOME

Lucky Buddy Petcare

BEST Pet Sitting

CURRENT 
AND 9 YEAR 

WINNER OF THE 
SACRAMENTO 

A-LIST

http://www.siglff.org
mailto:sales@outwordmagazine.com
http://www.pflagsacramento.org
http://www.luckybuddypetcare.com
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We sat among a refreshingly diverse group 
in our tasting room. One group sat in the 
corner with a bottle of wine, playing cards. 
Another group sat, looking at their phones 
together, and clearly the only thing missing 
was a charging station! This property is six 
months young and marching to a different 
beat. 

One of the most notable differences up 
front is the hours. The tasting room opens at 
11 a.m. and closes at 7 p.m. This, in itself, is 
not the norm in a valley where you are 
challenged to find many properties open past 
5 p.m.. 

Additionally, the intent is to serve lunch 
paired with their wines. They currently serve 
a menu of small plates. Of course, it is by 
appointment only, yet I am unaware of any 
winery tasting room that is set up to serve a 
full meal with their wine. This is an 
interesting approach. 

Another difference is the intentional 
approach with their wine. Our attention was 
drawn to the relatively low alcohol levels in 
the wine. The Cabernet Franc weighed in at 
13.9%. The 2015 cabernet was only 12.3% 
alcohol. I am reminded of times gone by 
when 14% and less was the norm and 
expected. The winery itself calls itself an 

Ashes & Diamonds – a New 
Napa Valley Sparkler by Diana Kienle

This was our first experience at this new winery in Napa 
Valley, and what we found was a very young, eclectic vibe. 
The setting was mid-century modern, which translated to it 

being very upbeat and open — beckoning in new tasters. 

Ashes & Diamonds Winery. Photo by Cathy Schwamberger

homage to days gone by; and, along with the 
architecture, the wine approach fits that 
picture as well.

How about that wine though, isn’t it the 
heart of the visit? Frankly, I answer yes to 
that question. The wine was well balanced 
and fresh. 

Two bottles were standouts for me, first 
was the ‘14 Cabernet Franc, which as a 
single varietal is more challenging to find. It 
was sweet with the light aroma of violet and 
with dark fruit on the palate. The next 
standout was the blend of Merlot and Cab 
Franc that is easy and enjoyable drinking 
right now.

There is also a social consciousness to the 
winery. On May 6th, Ashes & Diamonds 
hosted an event to raise money for HIV/
AIDS related services. Next time you visit 
Napa Valley, give this winery a visit.

Ashes & Diamonds Winery is located at 
4130 Howard Ln, Napa, CA 94558, and can 
be reached at 707-666-4777 and 
ashesdiamonds.com/visit

Enjoy!
Diana Kienle is a freelance writer and 

blogs about wine at www.dianaswineblog.
com. She can be reached at diana@
dianaswineblog.com.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Drag-Queen-Bingo/314309156662
http://www.beachblanketbabylon.com


http://www.sacbadlands.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/events/131047867598817/
http://www.castrocreepersociety.com
http://www.playbutplaysafe.org
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Sometimes that means celebrating our 
successes, sometimes reflecting our grief, and 
rising up to fight injustice for the vulnerable 
among us. Every day, the mere act of 
showing up is about demonstrating 
resilience.

There is a lot to celebrate as grateful 
Californians and Sacramentans — the 
strongest non-discrimination laws in the 
county, elected LGBT leaders fighting to 
ensure an affirming government, and a 
strong community of allies that celebrates 
our families and our diversity. 

Despite these advances, we have watched 
many of our hard-won gains at the national 
level stopped or rolled back, and 
discriminatory policies once again debated 
by the president and congress. In particular, 
our communities of color, transgender 
brothers and sisters, and those in states with 
regressive leadership have seen renewed and 
vicious attacks on their dignity — we must 
stridently fight back because this hurts LGBT 
people everywhere. 

Visibility and equality for trans people — 
particularly trans people of color — against 
marginalization, violence, and discrimination 
must be a common cause. In Sacramento, we 
show solidarity with the activists that lift up 
the names of victims like Chyna Gibson, a 
trans woman from Sacramento killed in New 
Orleans in 2017. Our cause is to lift the 
stories of trans people, to bring attention to 
their needs and aspirations, and to support 
change that gives them equal dignity.

Visibility continues to be a beacon of hope 

Taking Pride in Our Resilience
    by Steve Hansen

Happy Pride 2018! Sacramento Pride is an opportunity for 
the LGBT community to stand together to show our region 
what it means to be out, loud, proud and resilient. 

Sacramento City Councilmember and Vice Mayor Steve Hansen (right) with his partner 
Michael McNulty. Hansen represents Council District 4, which includes Sacramento’s 
central city, Land Park, Little Pocket, and River Oaks communities.

for the LGBT community. Visibility means 
our friends and neighbors understand our 
joys and needs — our hopes and our 
obstacles. We’ve fought to be rightfully 
counted through the Census, yet there are 
discriminatory forces that want to deny our 
existence by not including us.  

At the same time, new Census questions 
around citizenship are intimidating 
undocumented people, including LGBTQ 
immigrants and refugees. The City of 
Sacramento is fighting back with new laws 
and resources to protect our people by 
funding legal assistance for families and 
individuals targeted by these actions. The 
actions of the Federal Government are 
almost tailor-made to intimidate the most 
vulnerable members of our community.

Economic equality and equality of 
opportunity are clear challenges in our 
region — we must confront these problems 
forthrightly for the sustained future of our 
kids and families who are at risk because 
poor schools, lost jobs, and endemic racial 
prejudice trap generations of people at the 
bottom. Raise your voice with us to rise to 
these challenges with open hearts and 
minds.

We’ll continue to lead in these fights; let’s 
use Pride 2018 to reflect on and appreciate 
our resilience — it still sustains us.

Steve Hansen is a Sacramento City 
Councilmember, representing Council 
District 4 and the current Vice mayor. He 
can be reached at Shansen@
cityofsacramento.org

http://www.house-2-om.com
mailto:contact@earthguardpest.com


https://www.visitsacramento.com
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Larger-than-life engines, hands on fun, and Old 
Sacramento’s only historic train rides all come together

to bring railroad history to life every day at the 
California State Railroad Museum.

Don’t miss a ride on the historic Sacramento 
Southern Railroad. Trains run weekends 

through September. Purchase tickets today 
at CaliforniaRailroad.Museum.

125 “I” Street   Sacramento, CA 95814
www.CaliforniaRailroad.Museum

916-323-9280

Martha Wash Wants 
Everybody to Dance Now
   by Chris Narloch

Wash’s spectacular voice has dominated 
the dance clubs since the ‘70s, and her 
charisma and spirit have embraced 
millions of people around the world. 

With at least a dozen #1 dance hits, 
including her earlier work with disco 
pioneer Sylvester, Wash is known as “The 
Queen of Club land,” a title that only hints 
at her versatility and intensity as a 
performer.

“Gonna Make You Sweat (Everybody 
Dance Now)” was the highlight of her 
work with C&C Music Factory and sold 5 
1/2 million copies worldwide, while her 
hits from the classic album Dreamland by 
Black Box include “Strike It Up,” 
“Everybody Everybody,” “I Don’t Know 
Anybody Else,” “Open Your Eyes,” 
“Fantasy,” and “Hold On.”

In addition to Wash’s work with 
superstars such as Sylvester, and her 
projects with Black Box and C&C Music 
Factory, the twice Grammy-nominated 
singer was half of the magnificent duo Two 
Tons of Fun, which evolved into The 
Weather Girls with the release of the 
smash hit “It’s Raining Men.”

Wash began her musical career at the 
age of two in her parents’ church in her 
native San Francisco and then went on to 
study opera and tour Europe while she was 

In the immortal words of her monster dance hit from 1990, 
Martha Wash is “Gonna Make You Sweat” on June 10 when she 
hits the stage to headline Sacramento Pride 2018.

still in high school. 
The artist became part of a contemporary 

gospel group called N.O.W. (News of The 
World), and the mix of classical and gospel 
training accounts for her seemingly effortless 
transition from ballads to dance music to 
pop. 

In addition to her impressive career in pop 
music, Wash has also starred in major 
theater productions, and she has recorded 
numerous jingles and soundtrack songs 
throughout the years.

The singer’s most recent disc, 2013’s 
superb Something Good, is a stunning 
showcase for her talents, with inspirational 
lyrics and a variety of musical styles that 
take Wash far beyond the dance floor. 

Wash has called the eight songs on 
Something Good “empowering,” and she 
sees her newer music as a force for good in 
a sometimes-crazy world. “Whatever song 
[my fans] listen to,” says Wash, “I hope they 
get something positive out of it. I want them 
to think about themselves and about helping 
others.”

Wash also stays busy with her charity 
work, as spokesperson for QSAC Inc, a 
non-profit organization providing 
comprehensive services to individuals with 
Autism and their families; You Can Play 
Project, a not-for-profit dedicated to ensuring 
equality, respect and safety for all athletes, 
without regard to sexual orientation; and the 
Huntington Arts Council, a not-for-profit that 
inspires lives and minds through education, 
entertainment and intellectual motivation, 
ensuring each of us a place for expression 
and creativity.

Wash is noted for her many different 
voices, and those voices add up to one 
big-hearted diva who truly practices what 
she preached in her early disco hit, “Earth 
Can Be Just Like Heaven”: “Give a little, 
take a little, put a little back, we’re all 
brothers and sisters, and that’s a fact!”

You can learn more about her career 
and music at www.marthawash.com. 

For updated information about 
Sacramento Pride performers, 

visit sacramentopride.org. 

Martha Wash. Photo by Josh DeHonney.

http://www.californiastaterailroadmuseum.org
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CELEBRATE PRIDE

50% OFF
FIRST

HAIRCUT

50% OFF
FIRST

HAIRCUT

WALK-IN OR CHECK-IN @ BISHOPS.CO

VALID AT SACRAMENTO MIDTOWN SHOP 6/15/18-7/31/18

1715 R.ST SACRAMENTO
916 / 840 / 5432

1715 R.ST SACRAMENTO
916 / 840 / 5432

WALK-IN OR CHECK-IN @ BISHOPS.CO

VALID AT SACRAMENTO MIDTOWN SHOP 6/15/18-7/31/18

CELEBRATE PRIDE

mailto:sales@outwordmagazine.com
http://www.blueskydayspa.com
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Get Ready to Bounce with 
Big Freedia
Big Freedia, known as the Queen of Bounce, is a New 

Orleans-based rapper and ambassador of Bounce Music, and 
she’s bringing the bounce to the main stage at this year’s 

Sacrametno Pride on June 10th.

After dominating the New Orleans club 
scene for over a decade, Big Freedia is now 
bringing the Bounce movement to a world-
wide stage with her hit reality show, Big 
Freedia Bounces Back on Fuse TV. 

The weekly docu-series, now in its sixth 
season, follows the life of a choirboy turned 
Bounce rapper and remains the highest rated 
original series on the network.

The openly gay singer, who often performs 
in drag, has stated “I am not transgendered; I 
am just a gay male … I wear women’s hair 
and carry a purse, but I am a man. I answer 
to either ‘he’ or ‘she’.” However, she said in a 
2013 interview with Out that her preferred 
pronoun is “she.”

In 2016, Freedia was featured on Beyonce’s 
Grammy-winning single, “Formation,” and 
her first LP, Just Be Free was named one of 
the ‘best electronic releases’ by Rolling Stone 
and was critically acclaimed in outlets such 
as Pitchfork, SPIN and Consequence of 
Sound. 

Big Freedia has collaborated with artists 
ranging from Sia, Elliphant, The Postal 
Service, Matt & Kim, and Mannie Fresh, and 
Sylvan Esso.

She continues to tour over a hundred 
dates a year with her legendary shake team, 

who are bringing Bounce moves like “the 
twerk” (popularized by Miley Cyrus in 2013), 
“the shake” “the wiggle,” “the bend ova,” and 
the “hands on the ground,” to audiences 
worldwide. 

Big Freedia is a consistent festival favorite, 
known to steal the show at Outside Lands, 
Fun Fun Fun Fest, Bonnaroo, FYF and many 
more.

In 2015, Big Freedia penned her first 
memoir, Big Freedia: God Save the Queen 
Diva! on Gallery Books/Simon & Schuster. 
The book was hailed in the press by outlets 
from Rolling Stone and Pitchfork to Out and 
Bust.

In 2012, Big Freedia made her television 
network debut on Jimmy Kimmel Live! She 
has also appeared on Last Call with Carson 
Daly, Watch What Happens Live, NPR’s All 
Things Considered, NPR’s Marketplace, 
Ridiculousness and The Real. 

Her TV show received the GLAAD Media 
Award in 2014 and was nominated again for 
the award in 2015.

Big Freedia continues to release new 
singles and will releases her sophomore 
album in 2018. Bounce on to www.
bigfreedia.com to learn more and watch 
some videos.

Big Freedia

http://www.lgbtguide.com


http://www.sacramentopride.org
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On June 5 please take a moment to honor 
long-time survivors of HIV in order to make 
certain they continue to be included in the 
ongoing HIV conversation. Also June 8 is 
National Caribbean American HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day.

The arts are in full swing and cabaret tops 
the list as Graham-A-Rama, hosted by local 
music director Graham Sobelman and his 
trio, features Sacramento’s favorite stage 
performers singing from many genres and 
sharing stories. Shows are approximately 90 
minutes in duration and are recommended 
for mature audiences. The Monday, June 4 
performance will be an album release 
concert for Hannah Jane Kile. Seating is 
limited and advance booking is 
recommended. capstage.org/graham-a-rama

If there’s one event you have to attend in 
June, it’s “Think Pink! A Proclamation of 
Hope, Resilience and Greater Awareness” by 
The Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus (SGMC). 
The chorus will “embark on a musical 
journey wrapping a harmonious voice 
around the tenacious human spirit as it 

Out and About with Matt
   by Matthew Burlingame

Pride, pride, pride! How proud can one community get? A lot 
actually and we have so much to be proud of this month! 
Starting with a huge congratulations to all the amazing 

riders and volunteers who participated in this year’s NorCal AIDS 
Cycle making it one of the most exceptional fundraising years ever.

converges with seemingly insurmountable 
odds; offering hope, compassion and greater 
awareness to the real life experiences one 
faces in the midst of battling cancer.” 
Performances will take place at C.K. 
McClatchy High School on June 15 and 16. 
Ticket prices vary, but beware, SGMC tickets 
go fast! A portion of the THINK PINK! ticket 
sales will be donated to the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation. sacgaymenschorus.org/buy-
tickets

Theater lovers are in for a treat as Skip 
Theory Theater Presents “Hidden: A Gender.” 
Skip Theory is a new theater company in the 
Sacramento area with a commitment to 
gender diversity in our casting and 
storytelling practices. The show is a series of 
episodic and interconnected stories and 
sketches about the joys and dangers of 
gender and expression. Performances run 
June 15 - 24 at The Brickhouse Art Gallery, 
2837 36th St. and is presented in 
coordination with the Gender Health Center. 
thebrickhouseartgallery.com/events.php

Those sexy, furry Sacramento Valley Bears 

are having a Rainbow Bear Bust on 
Saturday, June 2 at 9 p.m. at the Bolt Bar, 
2560 Boxwood St. Kick of Pride week by 
wearing pride themed clothes, drink specials, 
and celebrating 25 years of proving that 
sometimes bigger is better.

The pride party is bustin’ with out with 
queens and sexy men the weekend of June 
8-10. The Depot/Badlands/Sidetrax team is 
bringing in Raja, Wendy Ho, Boomer Banks, 
Kameron, Mayhem and others.

Speaking of Sidetrax a huge 
congratulations to Johnnie Terry and Sierra 
college’s Spectrum for another  exceptional 
“Sierra College Does Drag” fundraiser. This 
year the group raised over $2000 beating 
their best year of $1600.

Congratulations to Andrew Leggett for his 
well deserved acceptance into the Oregon 

Bach Festival Composers Symposium “New 
Sound Worlds 2018.” Hope you don’t get into 
any treble on your adventure! Also 
congratulations to David Heitstuman for 
being accepted into the Standford Graduate 
School of Business’ LGBTQ Executive 
Leadership Program this summer on full 
scholarship.

Happy birthday to Thomas Richards, Dale 
Howard, William Greenhalgh, Carol Couk 
and other early June babies! Also 
condolences to community members 
Clarmundo Sullivan and Doug Bearden on 
the recent passing of their fathers.

Got events, birthdays, anniversaries, or did 
something awesome happen to you recently? 
Let Matt know at matthew.burlingame@
gmail.com. And check out his new 
audiobook over at JustKissTheGuy.com

http://www.playbutplaysafe.org
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Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and 
the Rainbow Flag

Penned by award-winning author Rob 
Sanders and illustrated by acclaimed artist 
Steve Salerno, Pride is a deeply moving 
and inspiring true story that traces the life 
of the Gay Pride Flag, from its beginnings 
in 1978 with social activist Harvey Milk 
and designer Gilbert Baker to its spanning 
of the globe and its current role in society.

Sadly, Baker passed away last year, but 
he left behind an indelible symbol and 
legacy. With Pride, Sanders and Salerno 
bring the history of Baker’s flag to young 
readers aged 5-8.

The book’s stirring text and evocative 
images tell a remarkable story that may 
help inspire the next generation of 
activists, while conveying an inspirational 
tale of courage, hope, love, pride, and 
equality.

A timely addition to the picture book 
canon, this beautifully illustrated work 
also features informative background 

New Books For Gay Pride
by Chris Narloch

Just in time for Pride, LGBTQ book lovers can purchase two 
terrific literary releases that “came out” recently: a wonderful 
hardcover children’s book that teaches the history of Harvey 

Milk and the Rainbow Flag, plus the paperback version of gay 
author Andrew Sean Greer’s “Less,” which won the 2018 Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction.

material, including biographies, timelines, 
and suggestions for further reading.
Less

Who says you can’t run away from your 
problems? In Andrew Sean Greer’s hilarious 
2017 novel Less, Arthur Less is a failed 
novelist about to turn fifty when a wedding 
invitation arrives in the post from an 
ex-boyfriend of nine years who is engaged to 
someone else. 

Arthur can’t say yes — it would be too 
awkward; he can’t say no — it would look 
like defeat. So, he begins to accept the 
invitations on his desk to half-baked literary 
events around the world. 

From France to India, Germany to Japan, 
Arthur almost falls in love, almost falls to his 
death, and puts miles between him and the 
plight he refuses to face. 

Less is a brilliantly entertaining novel 
about mishaps, misunderstandings and the 
depths of the human heart.

The paperback edition of Less is now 
available everywhere books are sold.
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Directory
ONE COMMUNITY HEALTH
1500 21st St., 916-443-3299  
onecommunityhealth.com

INSURANCE
LELAND INSURANCE
Bill Skinner, 916-428-1309
bill@lelandins.com

STATE FARM INSURANCE
Stephanie Slagel, 916-485-4444 
StephanieSlagel.com

JEWELRY
STONEY FOLKS JEWELERS 
916-363-0898

LANDSCAPING
DEMETRE LANDSCAPES
916-648-8455

LIBRARIES
LAVENDER LIBRARY 
1414 21st St., 916-492-0558 
LavenderLibrary.com
FRIENDS OF THE SAC. PUBLIC LIBRARY
8250 Belvedere, Ste. E, 
916-731-8493
 

MEN’S CLUBS
STEVE’S
1030 W. 2nd St., Reno 775-323-8770 
www.StevesReno.com

MORTGAGE
MICHAEL POLAND. 
916-936-3710 
michael@michaelpolandmortgage.com

OPTOMETRY
CAMERON YEE, O.D. 
6407 Riverside Blvd., 916-395-0673 
DrCameronYee@aol.com

PEST MANAGEMENT
EARTH GUARD PEST SERVICES 
916-457-7605
contact@earthguardpest.com

PET SITTING/CARE
GRATEFUL DOG
430 17th Street, Sacramento
916-446-2501
gratefuldogdaycare.com

LUCKY BUDDY PET CARE 
  916-505-4375 LuckyBuddyPetCare.com

PHARMACY
PUCCI’S PHARMACY 
2821 J Street, Sacramento, 916-442-5891 
www.puccirx.com

REAL ESTATE
COLDWELL BANKER
Mark T. Peters, 916-341-7794 
www.MarkPeters.biz

KELLER WILLIAMS
Brian McMartin, 916-402-4160 
brian@brianmcmartin.com

THEATERS & MOVIES
BROADWAY SACRAMENTO
BROADWAY AT MUSIC CIRCUS &  
BROADWAY ON TOUR
916-557-1999 
www.BroadwaySacramento.com

MONDAVI CENTER
1 Shields Ave, Davis, 530-754-5000  
www.mondaviarts.org/events

ACCOUNTING
RUSSELL, CPAS
Jason Russell, CPA Lic. 99177
Jason@RussellCPAs.com 916-966-9366

ADULT STORES
L’AMOUR SHOPPE
2531 Broadway, 916-736-3467

ATTORNEYS
M. JANE PEARCE 
455 University Ave. Ste 370. 916-452-3883

AUTO DEALERS
ELK GROVE SUBARU
8585 Laguna Grove Dr., Elk Grove,  
877-360-0259 
ElkGroveSubaru.com
ELK GROVE DODGE, CHRYSLER, JEEP
8575 Laguna Grove Dr., Elk Grove,  
877-399-4262 
ElkGroveDodge.com

BARS / CLUBS
BADLANDS
2003 K St., 916-441-6823 SacBadlands.com
THE DEPOT
2001 K St., Sac, 916-441-6823 TheDepot.net
SIDETRAX
2007 K St., 916-441-6823 
facebook.com/sidetraxsac

CATERING
FAT’S CATERING 
916-441-7966 
www.fatscatering.com

CHIROPRACTORS
HEALING TOUCH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Darrick Lawson, 1919 21st St, Ste. 101, 
916-447-3344 www.FixMyBack.com
ROCKLIN CHIROPRACTIC
James Carlson, 916-624-0682
www.RocklinChiro.com

CLEANING SERVICES
HOUSE 2 OM 
916-833-8510
www.house-2-om.com

COUNSELING
WEAVE
916-920-2952 (24/7)
www.weaveinc.org

DENTISTRY
SMILE ART DENTAL
3171 Riverside Blvd.
916-446-0203
www.smileartdental.com

DINING/BEVERAGES
ERNESTO’S
1901 16th St., 916-441-5850
www.ErnestosMexicanFood.com

IL FORNAIO
400 CAPITOL MALL, 916-446-4100
www.ilfornaio.com/sacramento

LUCCA RESTAURANT & BAR
1615 J St., 916-669-5300
www.LuccaRestaurant.com
SCOTT’S SEAFOOD GRILL & BAR
916-379-5995

ESTATE LAW
CORNERSTONE ESTATE LAW CORP.  
1000 Q Street, Ste. 103
916-573-3095

FINANCIAL PLANNING
MIDTOWN FINANCIAL
Al Roche, 1330 21st St., Ste. 201, 
916-447-9220 MidtownFinancial.net

HEARING
UNIVERSITY AUDIOLOGIC, INC.
Deborah Powell, M.S., 1325 Howe Ave., Ste. 
101, 916-927-3137

HEATING & AIR
PERFECTION HOME SYSTEMS
916-481-0658 
www.HotCold.com

HEALTH SERVICES
CAPITAL CITY AIDS FUND
1912 F Street, 916-448-1110

http://www.stevesreno.com
http://www.outwordmagazine.com
mailto:sales@outwordmagazine.com


2018 NorCal Aids Cycle  
Raised Over $250,000  
for Local Agencies In and Around Sacramento!

Thank You Partners. We Couldn’t Have Done It Without You!

2019 WILL BE EPIC!
Learn How to Get Involved:
norcalaidscycle.org

http://www.norcalaidscycle.org
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