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ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH IN TAXES?

OR CONFUSED BY TAX LAWS?

• Domestic Partnership • Marriage • Divorce 
• Children • New Career   

• Purchase/Sale/Foreclosure of Home 
 

• Bankruptcy • Retirement  
• Business Start-Up/Sale  

• Death of Family Member • Inheritance

Tax preparation includes FREE electronic filing.

We take the mystery out of taxes and help you make 
the BEST financial choices during life’s changes.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

916-966-9366

fritz russell, cpas
C e r t i f i e d  P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t s

Getting It Right!
In our last issue, our annual Careers Issue, 

we got a little confused and mixed the 
photos up with the people and their careers. 
Here are the correct ones, answering the 
question: What do you like best about your 
career?

When I think about my job, I find myself 
smiling. The reason for the smile is easy, I 
get to work with kind, compassionate and 
dedicated people and the animals are the 
like the cherry on top!

Kristie Beile

I love my job because I own it! Ten 
months ago, I took the plunge, quit my day 
job and began my own pottery studio! Bliss!

Lisa Johnson aka The Dreaded Potter

Stories & Secrets of the Capitol Building Come to Life

Every building has its stories and secrets, and California’s Capitol Building is no exception. This 
tour will uncover the tales of the movers and shakers, craftsmen and common folks buried under 
your feet at the Historic Old City Cemetery. Costumed docents, like these from a previous tour, 
will be on hand to keep things lively. The tour is on Saturday, Sept. 7 at 10 a.m. and is free. www.
OldCityCemetery.com.

http://www.fritzrussellcpas.com
http://www.markpeters.biz
http://www.luckybuddypetcare.com
mailto:sales@outwordmagazine.com
http://www.luckybuddypetcare.com
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Personally, I am very proud to have 
survived a couple recessions, market 
downturns, housing bubbles, the decline in 
media print news and advertising revenue 
and even a few wars. 

I also survived a major identify theft from 
a former employee of Outword, as well as 
the decline in my original career in the 
telecommunications industry as I watched 
my full time employer go bankrupt and lost 
my entire 401k and all stock and retirement.  

I decided then that I wanted to pull myself 
up by the bootstraps and do what I love and 
make Outword my full-time gig. The 12 
years following that decision leading the 
Outword team have been quite the ride, to 
say the least!

In the last 19 years, we have seen many 
battles over gay marriage, “Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell,” transgender equality and many other 
hurdles. And we are winning! Just in the last 
few years we have seen DOMA and DADT 
repealed, same-sex marriage legalized in 13 

Happy Anniversary Outword Magazine!
As we begin our 19th year of presenting the news of our 

LGBT community, both locally and worldwide, I find myself 
reflecting on what we have accomplished as a community 

and as a business in that period of time, and I am amazed! 

From the Publisher

states, including California — finally! — and 
in other nations around the world.  

Just this past week we co-hosted, with our 
partner Details Details, Sacramento’s first 
LGBT Wedding Expo, with 
overwhelming success.

Not all the battles have been 
won, though. We have seen 
regressive movement with 
continuing attacks on gays in 
Russia, which is manipulating 
the Olympics as if Hitler was in 
charge, with little upset our 
outrage from the public outside of the 
gay community. Even more frightening are 
the Kill the Gays movements in some 
African nations, including Uganda.

In just the past year headlines regarding 
gay rights seem to be in the paper every 
week, just this past Wednesday the 
Sacramento Bee had four different stories on 
gay-related matters. Yet, we still fight 
ignorance and bigotry. 

Nineteen years ago I had no idea what I 
was about to embark upon; I was a eager to 
make a difference and continue to be an 
activist. I have learned a lot, mostly from the 
people around me in the community and in 
our office.  

We have had many staff persons that 
assisted along the way — writing for us, 
delivering our papers, selling ads and other 

duties. Today, I am proud to have Charlie 
Peer by my side for more than 14 

years doing what he does best, 
Ron Tackitt for over 12 years 
making it all look pretty, Kaye 
Crawford delivering for the 
past five years, and Chris 

Narloch entertaining us for the 
entire 19 years, plus several more 

prior at the Latest Issue. On that note, 
Kate Moore, thanks again for believing in 
me and also telling me I’m nuts, I think I 
still am.

We started with the Rainbow Festival on 
that first cover and we have them on the 
cover again today. I’m not sure what that 
portends, but thank you for a wonderful 19 
years!

Enjoy this issue and please send us a line.

 by Fred Palmer

http://www.sjshephard.com
http://www.midtownfinancial.net
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Department of Labor’s guidance to ensure 
that the same benefits currently available to 
heterosexual spouses are also available to 
legally married same-sex spouses.

The Defense Department will make 
spousal and family benefits available no later 
than Sept. 3, 2013, regardless of sexual 
orientation, as long as service member-
sponsors provide a valid marriage 
certificate.

Entitlements such as TRICARE 
enrollment, basic allowance for 
housing (BAH) and family 
separation allowance are retroactive 
to the date of the Supreme Court’s 
decision. Any claims to entitlements 
before that date will not be granted. 
For those members married after 
June 26, 2013, entitlements begin at 
the date of marriage.

The policy will also allow 
same-sex military couples who are 
not stationed in a jurisdiction that 
permits same-sex marriage ten days 
leave to travel to another 
jurisdiction to marry.

For civilian benefits administered 
government-wide to federal 
employees, the Department of 
Defense will follow the Office of 
Personnel Management and the 

Defense Department Extends 
Same-Sex Spouse Benefits
The Department of Defense has announced plans to extend 

benefits to same-sex spouses of uniformed service members 
and Department of Defense civilian employees.

In this photo provided by the U.S. Navy, Machinist Mate 
2nd Class Jerrel Revel, left, proposes to his boyfriend 
Dylan Kirchner during the homecoming of the USS New 
Mexico at the submarine base in Groton, Conn., after the 
ship’s inaugural six-month deployment. “I didn’t really 
care everybody was around. It felt just like the two of 
us,” Kirchner told The Day of New London. The proposal 
was accepted, but a wedding date has not been set.

The resolution was introduced by Senator 
Mark Leno, joined by Senate President pro 
Tem Darrell Steinberg, Senator Ricardo Lara 
and bill sponsor Equality California on 
Monday, Aug. 12.

“The anti-gay laws recently passed in 
Russia are an unconscionable affront to 
LGBT people across the world, not just those 
who live in that country,” said Senator Leno 
(D-San Francisco). “Californians cannot 
silently sit back and tacitly condone these 
practices by continuing to invest in and 
support Russian enterprises. CalPERS and 
CalSTRS are well placed to use their 
economic clout to make a strong statement 
that it’s unacceptable to persecute and 
discriminate against individuals based on 
their sexual orientation or gender identity.”

The resolution also encourages companies 
in which employee retirement funds are 
invested and that are doing business in 
Russia, not to enable human rights 
violations, and calls on the International 
Olympic Committee to seek a written 
guarantee from the Russian government that 
athletes and other visitors to the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi will not be prosecuted 

Senate Resolution Urges CalPERS 
& CalSTRS Not to Invest in Russia

A Senate resolution urging California’s two largest pension 
plans, CalPERS and CalSTRS, to cease making direct future 
investments in Russia has been introduced in the California 

State Senate.
under the anti-gay laws.

It further urges NBC Universal to discuss 
the negative impact of these laws on-air 
during its broadcast of the games, and calls 
upon the President, Congress and the 
Department of State to increase efforts to 
encourage the decriminalization of 
homosexuality in countries around the 
world. 

This comes after the enactment of a new 
law, signed by President Vladimir Putin on 
June 30, which threatens arrest, detainment 
and imprisonment for up to 15 days for 
individuals or groups found to be publicly 
supportive of LGBT equality. 

Punishable offenses could include public 
acknowledgment of one’s orientation, 
displays of affection between same-sex 
partners, statements in support of LGBT 
rights, and the use of symbols such as 
rainbows that are attributed to the LGBT 
community. 

Hate crimes and public persecution of gays 
have increased in the months following the 
enactment of these extreme measures. 

RUSSIA
continues on page 26

http://www.rainbowchamber.com
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B. SCOTT Files Lawsuit For Gender Identity Discrimination 
B. Scott (aka B. SCOTT), an openly gay TV and Internet personality, has filed a lawsuit in 

Los Angeles Superior Court seeking to hold Black Entertainment Television (“BET”) and its 
parent company Viacom responsible for gender identity, gender expression and sexual 
orientation discrimination stemming from the disparate treatment he received while 
working as a Style Stage Correspondent for the BET Awards Pre-Show held June 30, 2013.

During the 2013 BET Awards Pre-Show, B. Scott was pulled from his hosting duties after 
being told his transgendered appearance was “unacceptable.” “While I want nothing more 
than to put this incident behind me and move on with my life, I still wholeheartedly believe 
that I’m entitled to a true public apology,” B. Scott said in a released statement. 

B. Scott is suing for a public apology and damages in excess of $2.5 million. 

Social Security Processing Claims for Same-Sex Couples
Social Security is now processing some retirement spouse claims for same-sex couples 

and paying benefits where they are due. Individuals who believe they may be eligible for 
Social Security benefits should apply now, to protect against the loss of any potential 
benefits, and claims will be processed as soon as additional instructions become finalized.

“We continue to work closely with the Department of Justice,” said Carolyn W. Colvin, 
Acting Commissioner of Social Security. “In the coming weeks and months, we will develop 
and implement additional policy and processing instructions. We appreciate the public’s 
patience as we work through the legal issues to ensure that our policy is legally sound and 
clear.” To learn more, visit www.socialsecurity.gov. 

Rapid Test for Both HIV-1 Antigen & HIV-1/2 Antibodies OK’d
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved the first rapid Human 

Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) test for the simultaneous detection of HIV-1 p24 antigen as 
well as antibodies to both HIV-1 and HIV-2 in human serum, plasma and venous or 
fingerstick whole blood specimens. 

Approved for use as an aid in the diagnosis of HIV-1 and HIV-2 infection, the Alere 
Determine HIV-1/2 Ag/Ab Combo test is also the first FDA-approved test that independently 
distinguishes results for HIV-1 p24 antigen and HIV antibodies in a single test.

The test can be used by trained professionals in outreach settings to identify HIV-infected 
individuals who might not be able to be tested in traditional health care settings. The test 
does not distinguish between antibodies to HIV-1 and HIV-2, and is not intended to be used 
for screening of blood donors. 

Assembly Passes LGBT Veterans Benefits Resolution 
The California State Assembly has passed Assembly Joint Resolution 19, authored by Dr. 

Richard Pan (D-Sacramento) to urge the President and Congress to provide benefits for 
veterans who have been discriminated against under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and its 
predecessor policies, as well as the Defense of Marriage Act and the current administration 
of the benefits by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

“It is time that we provide all of our veterans the full honor and recognition that they 
deserve,” said Dr. Pan. “We hope that this resolution will send a message that we can’t forget 
about these veterans and their families.”

The Assembly passed Dr. Pan’s resolution with bipartisan support. Once approved by the 
State Senate, AJR 19 will be transmitted to Congressional leaders and the President. 

Court Challenge to Stop California Gay Marriage Fails
The California Supreme Court has once again affirmed the right of same-sex couples to 

marry, by declining to hear arguments in a suit brought by Proposition 8 proponents, led by 
Folsom attorney Andrew Pugno, to halt gay marriage in California.

Pugno’s suit had also asked for an emergency stay to prevent California’s clerk recorders 
from issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples. 

“The California Supreme Court today denied the last remaining challenge to Proposition 
8, leaving the hateful law as a dead, dark chapter in our state’s history,” said California 
Democratic Party Vice Chair Eric C. Bauman. 

Miss Universe Pageant Urged to Relocate From Russia
A popular new petition on Change.org is calling on the Miss Universe Organization, 

owned and operated by real estate and reality TV mogul Donald Trump, to relocate its 
upcoming pageant from Moscow in November, 2013 due to the country’s anti-gay 
legislation.

“I’ve loved pageants since I was a young boy, and I was taken aback to learn that Miss 
Universe would host its pageant in Russia this year,” says Francesco Pascuzzi, who launched 
the campaign on Change.org. “It seems insensitive to bring an event that is supposed to be 
festive and joyous — focused on celebrating different cultures and nations coming together 
— to a country where LGBTQ citizens are being treated like criminals and brutalized day in, 
day out.”

Besides, who will do their hair? Maybe The Donald’s stylist can travel to Russia?

Briefly Put

http://www.hotcold.com
http://www.fixmyback.com
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“This is terrific. The Governor’s signature 
represents an important victory, not just for 
my bill, but for a whole movement for the 
rights of transgender people,” 
Assemblymember Ammiano said. “We had 
children testify in the Assembly and Senate 
that this law will mean they no longer must 
hide who they are, nor be treated as 

Governor Signs Transgender Student Rights Bill

Governor Jerry Brown has signed AB 1266, the 
School Success and Opportunity Act authored by 
Assemblymember Tom Ammiano (D-SF), giving California 

the first state law in the country to protect transgender student 
access to programs and facilities based on their gender identity.

This year the LGBT Chamber is 
reinventing their annual gala with a new 
venue, new theme, and a carnivale-style 
celebration, with casino games, 
entertainment, prizes, food, surprises, and of 
course, lots of fun. 

To make the evening even more fun, wear 
your best 1920s attire. All of the proceeds of 

Rainbow Chamber Hosts Gay-Sino Royal
Whether you have a license to kill, or just prefer your 

Martinis precisely with three measures of Gordon’s; one 
of vodka; half a measure of Kina Lillet and shaken over 

ice, the Sacramento Rainbow Chamber’s Gay-Sino will have you 
emanating Mr. Bond as he replies to the question “Do you lose as 
gracefully as you win?” “I don’t know, I’ve never lost.”

someone other than who they are.”
The law is intended as a clarification of 

existing California law that bans 
discrimination against transgender students 
in public schools.

Despite that existing law, some schools 
were not properly allowing transgender 
students to access programs and facilities. In 

one recent case, an Arcadia transgender 
student had to file a complaint with the 
U.S. Department of Education before 
winning a settlement from his school 
district. This law should help avoid future 
complaints and lawsuits.

“This is a powerful affirmation of basic 
human dignity, and puts California at the 
forefront of leadership on transgender 
rights,” said Assembly Speaker John A. 
Peréz. “Young transgender Californians 
should be treated with dignity and 
respect, and recognized for who they truly 
are.”

The law will go into effect Jan. 1, 2014.

Gay-Sino Royale will benefit the Rainbow 
Chamber Foundation Scholarship Fund. 

The Gala will be held on Tuesday, 
September 17, from 6 - 9 p.m. at the 
beautiful Vizcaya in Midtown Sacramento. 
Tickets are available online at 
RainbowChamber.com for only $75. 

From LSD to OMG, 
Will Durst Is 
BoomeRaging

You don’t have to be a baby 
boomer to enjoy five-time 
Emmy nominee Will Durst’s 

new one-man show, “BoomeRaging 
from LSD to OMG.” The show is 
drawing rave reviews in SF, and will 
be in Sacramento on August 23, at 
the 24th Street Theatre, 2791 24th St. 
You can get tickets at ( humortimes.
brownpapertickets.com ), and the 
show starts at 7 p.m., so don’t be late 
because everyone loves to laugh at 
boomers, even young folk!

http://www.rainbowchamber.com
http://www.bodyworkbalance.net
http://www.writeawaycommunications.com
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While a welcome step, many are left 
wondering how the new DOMA decision 
impacted immigration policies and their 
lives. Here are the answers to some 
frequently asked questions: 

What is the basic impact of DOMA on 
immigration?

The recent Supreme Court decision on 
DOMA effects federal benefits that are 
offered to married couples. It does not 
require that all states recognize same-sex 
marriage. Immigration benefits are a federal 
benefit, and the Department of Homeland 
Security has issued multiple statements that 
it will immediately begin accepting and 
processing immigration applications based 
on same-sex marriages. This includes green 
card applications, fiancé visa petitions, and 
immigrant visas for spouses who currently 
reside in a foreign country, etc. Essentially 
every single type of immigration benefit that 
depends on marriage is now available to all 
same sex couples.

Can I obtain an immigration benefit 
through same-sex marriage if I am living 

Shortly after the U.S. Supreme Court found Section 3 of the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) unconstitutional, the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) and the U.S. 

State Department both announced that, effective immediately, 
they would start recognizing same-sex marriages and adjudicate 
petitions and applications accordingly. 

Sorting Through DOMA and Immigration Questions
   by Michael Wang, Esq.

in a state that does not recognize same-
sex marriage?

Absolutely. Federal immigration law 
requires that a person have entered into a 
valid marriage in order to obtain a marriage 
based immigration benefit. The federal 
government is only concerned if the 
marriage is bona fide and entered into for 
the proper reasons and not solely to obtain 
an immigration benefit. If a same-sex couple 
marries in California, for example, but 
resides permanently in a state that does not 
recognize same-sex marriage, they can still 
qualify for the immigration benefit, which is 
federal. The state’s recognition of the 
marriage is irrelevant in this context because 
immigration is controlled by the federal 
government, not the state government. A 
marriage certificate is required, but state of 
residency has no impact.

Do Civil Unions or Domestic 
Partnerships count?

Currently, DHS will only recognize 
married couples. The Immigration and 
Nationality Act specifically affords benefits 

for married couples. Therefore, civil 
unions, domestic partnerships, 
and other forms of domestic 
relationships short of 
marriage are not currently 
recognized for immigration 
purposes. DHS is aware of this 
issue and hope to have guidance 
soon.

Should I expect any bias in 
my application or at the 
interview

No. While this is obviously a 
deep concern, DHS has made it 
abundantly clear that these 
applications are to be treated in 
the same way as any other 
marriage. With the DOMA decision 
being so recent, we have not had 
any cases reach the interview 
stage yet. However, we anticipate 
that the officers will be fair and 
unbiased in their decision making 
based on our extensive interactions 
with them.

Michael Wang is an attorney with 
Wilner & O’Reilly, Immigration 
Lawyers and practices exclusively 
immigration and nationality law. If 
you have any further questions, 
contact him directly at (916) 
492-6095 or visit their website 
at www.wilneroreilly.com 

http://www.thechanric.com
http://www.meltingpot.com/sacramento
http://hamburger-patties.com
http://www.joandunn.net
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“Sometimes the truth is horrifying; sometimes it’s hilarious,” he says, “but it’s never cliché. 
It’s never preachy. It’s just the truth.” 

Between the ages of 14 and 17, Burns lived with four foster families in Oakland. His 
self-written, self-performed musical details this experience, and features a myriad of songs 
(both well-known and original), a plethora of jaw-dropping and side-splitting anecdotes, and 
a bizarre cast of horrific, hilarious and ultimately heartbreaking characters. 

“This show is an unforgettable night of original, boundary-pushing theater,” said Graham 
Sobelman, the producer of Graham-A-Rama, who will provide accompaniment.

Burns, who was last seen on stage in Sacramento at the reading of “8” at the Crest in 
Octocber 2012, has been touring with the show, which reviewers have called hysterical and 
full of terribly politically incorrect characterizations and anecdotes that bounce off the walls 
between songs and soliloquies. 

From Foster Care To Fabulous will be performed two nights only, Friday and Saturday, 
August 30 & 31, at 8 p.m. at the New Helvetia Theatre, 1028 R St. Tickets are $20 online at 
fostercare.brownpapertickets.com.

For more information, visit www.grahamarama.com.

From Foster Care To Fabulous 
“It’s all truth,” Patrick Burns explains as he describes From Foster Care 

to Fabulous, his one-man autobiographical musical extravaganza that 
chronicles his teenage years in and out of foster care. 

As we went to press, the winners of the 
summer league hadn’t been determined, 
and the competition was pretty tight. One 
thing was for sure though, these bowlers 
know how to have a good time while 
getting some serious lane time in. 

The league welcomes bowlers of all 
abilities and last season the averages ranged 
from 91 to 221. What makes bowling 
uniquely accessible to those differing 
abilities is that bowlers are given handicaps 
in relation to their averages, which levels 
the playing field. 

To make things even more exciting, the 
last week of the league has the winner of 
the first half season bowling against the 
winner of the second half to determine the 
overall winner of the league. Last season, in 
a very competitive night of bowling 
between Suckin Liquor and The New 
Normal, Suckin Liquor was victorious, but 
not until the last frame of the last game. For 

Some of the bowlers from the River City Bowlers Summer League.

River City Bowlers Ready For 
Winter League
Even as keglers in the River City Bowlers Summer League 

are getting ready to celebrate their champions, it’s almost 
time for the much larger winter season league to start. Last 

year there were 20 five-person teams and the plans are to have 20 
teams again this coming season, if not more.

added excitement, Keith Hartmann bowled 
a perfect 300 game!

“Besides our league, there are gay 
tournaments throughout the year all over 
the country,” said league spokesperson 
Cameron Yee. “Several of the league bowlers 
just got back from a fun weekend 
tournament in San Diego and there are also 
upcoming tournaments in Las Vegas, St. 
Louis, San Jose, Boston, Palm Springs, 
Seattle and Los Angeles to list a few. Also, 
next year, a number of the River City 
bowlers will be participating in the Gay 
Games in Cleveland, OH.“ 

So, if you’re looking for a fun way to 
spend your Sunday evenings, come join 
River City Bowlers. The winter league bowls 
on Sunday evenings at Land Park Bowl at 
5:45 p.m. (to about 9 p.m.) Three games are 
played each week. If you’re interested in 
joining, either by yourself or with a team, 
contact Tom Lane at tommy5647@aol.com.

http://www.capcityaidsfund.org
http://www.capcityaidsfund.org
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916.442.4772  FirehouseOldSac.com

1112 Second Street, Old Sacramento 

Valet Parking Available

The biggest day of your life becomes even more memorable at The Firehouse.  

Our award-winning cuisine, exceptional service and elegant surroundings will  

make your wedding, reception or rehearsal dinner an event to remember.

Where romance is alive.

http://www.firehouseoldsac.com
http://www.griseldascatering.com
http://www.preferachef.com
http://www.wilneroreilly.com
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www.AquaGayTravel.com

Aqua offers stylish hotels throughout 6 Hawaiian 

Islands with great service, no added amenity fees 

and plenty of personality.

A  D I V I S ION OF  AQUA HOSP I TA L I TY

HOTELS AS 
DIVERSE 
AS OUR GUESTS®
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Artist Jess Collins, known simply as Jess, and his 
partner, the poet Robert Duncan, were one of the  
most brave, bold, and fascinating couples of the 
20th century.

Featuring more than 140 individual and
collaborative works of art by Jess, Robert Duncan 
and 33 members of their circle, the exhibition, 
An Opening of the Field looks at the visionary 
couple who influenced the creative focus of an 
intriguing group of artists and writers.

216 O Street
Downtown Sacramento

crockerartmuseum.org
Paul Alexander, Eakins as Pan, 1974. Oil on board.  
Collection of Ernesto Edwards.

The love story that changed  
the artistic vision of a generation...
Jess, Robert Duncan, and Their Circle

This exhibition is supported, in part, by a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Ron Casentini
David Gibson and William Ishmael

EXHIB IT ION SUPPORT ALSO PROVIDED BY
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Besides appearances at clubs and pride 
festivals, Daniel has been keeping busy 
working on his new EP Evocative, that will 
include his hit single “Beautiful.” Fortunately, 
we were able to wrangle some of his time 
for an interview.

You just performed your song 
“Beautiful” at the EOTM Awards, where 
you were nominated for Best New Male 
Artist, can we look forward to hearing 
“Beautiful” at the Rainbow Festival?

OF COURSE! “Beautiful” is my debut 
single and first on the lineup! The EOTM 
Awards was a great experience because of 
the people I was surrounded with. Being 
nominated and in the presence of such 
influential people was inspiring.

You’ve been playing a lot of clubs and 
pride festivals, do you enjoy the live 
performances?

Performing live is one of the major 
reasons why I do what I do. There is nothing 
like the rush of connecting with an audience 
and creating a movement that flows through 
the crowd. Pop music gives us the ability to 
let down our guards and be who we truly 

Daniel Alexander

Daniel Alexander to Headline Rainbow Festival by Charles Peer

One of the highlights of this year’s Rainbow Festival will be 
a live performance by up-and-coming pop artist Daniel 
Alexander. The half-Cuban, half-El Salvadorian is making a 

name for himself, not only for his sexy good looks, but for his pop 
and dance music, that is infused with infectious drum lines and 
sexually driven lyrics — filling dance floors across the country.

are.
Your music has been called “electro-

pop,”  do you feel that’s where you fit in 
the music scene? 

I would describe my music as good old 
fashioned “Pop.” I don’t like classifying my 
music, though. I am the first “Daniel 
Alexander.” One of the major influences on 
my music is the 1980s. I grew up listening to 
Pat Benetar, Stevie Nicks, Tiffany, Tina 
Turner and Madonna. Mix that with the 
sound of today and you have the recipe for a 
Daniel Alexander influenced track!

Has being an openly gay performer been 
a boost to your career?

I don’t know if being gay is a boost or not. 
I don’t focus on my sexuality. The music and 
having the ability to make everybody feel 
accepted is my mission. Yes, I am a proud 
gay man, but music transcends everything. It 
is the one language we all speak and the 
only way to start something powerful.

You’ve been hard at work on your new 
EP Evocative, which of the songs do you 
think will have the boys dancing in the 
streets at the Rainbow Festival?

My Evocative EP is in the process of being 
released, we should have it out by late 
October. As far as songs, I feel that all of 
them will have the boys twerkin’ in the 

street. Especially “Beautiful,” 
“Touch Me” and “Secret Love.”

Now that gay marriage has 
been OK’d in California, are 
you looking forward to 
singing at friend’s weddings? 
Any notions of writing a 
song that would become a 
gay marriage “anthem?”

Marriage equality is 
extremely important to me. 
The fact that we are turning 
over every state, one by one is 
astonishing. Naturally, if a 
friend asked me to sing at 
their wedding, I would do so 
in a heartbeat! As far as a gay 
marriage anthem, I have 
something in the works! 

Daniel will be performing 
live on the Rainbow Festival’s 
main stage on Sunday, 
September 1, but if like me, 
you can’t wait, you don’t have 
to, because he will also be 
performing live at FACES on 
Saturday night, August 31.

To learn more about Daniel, 
and listen to some of his 

music, visit www.dalexanderonline.com or 
catch him on Facebook at  
facebook.com/dalexandermusic.photo by Jammi’ Jo!

http://www.hotitalian.net
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Russia
continued from page 8

“What’s happening in Russia is 
an outrageous violation of basic 
human rights, and history has 
taught us time and time again 
what can happen when we remain 
silent in the face of such 
persecution,” said Senate President 
pro Tem Darrell Steinberg. “It’s 
imperative that we stand strong 
with our LGBT brothers and sisters 
by clearly condemning these 

homophobic laws and policies. 
Through the world stage of next 
year’s Winter Olympics and 
through adherence to socially 
responsible investment practices, 
we can help put an end to this 
aggressive discrimination.”

The resolution will be heard 
in the Senate prior to the 
conclusion of legislative session 
in September.
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Closer to home, two other wacky 
musicals are playing on 
Sacramento stages, and Donald 
Margulies’ great play Time Stands 
Still gets its area premiere, courtesy 
of Ovation Stage.

Priscilla Queen of the Desert 
The Musical

This is the same exact production 
(and cast) that will play locally later 
this year when Broadway 
Sacramento brings the highly 
anticipated show to the Community 
Center.

If you simply must be the first 
person in your posse to see the 
madcap musical, the bus rolls in to 
the SHN Orpheum Theatre from 
August 21-31.

I plan to see Priscilla in both 
cities, and I will be curious to find 
out if the show has been tweaked 
at all for the road. (The chorus boys 
showed so much skin when I saw 
the musical on Broadway that the 
dad next to me put his hand over 
his young daughter’s eyes at several 
points.)

Priscilla plays just like the movie 
but with more (and different) 
music, replacing ABBA with the 
likes of Madonna and Donna 
Summer. It’s all crazy, harmless fun 
and gayer than a Pride Parade on 
Fire Island.

For more information, please 
visit www.shnsf.com. 

Young Frankenstein The 
Musical

If you missed Mel Brooks’ 
musical of his classic movie when 

Priscilla Queen of the Desert Heats up S.F.
      Plus Time Stands Still at Ovation Stage

The national tour of “Priscilla Queen of the Desert The Musical” stops off in 
San Francisco for two weeks only this month, in case you just can’t wait 
for it to arrive in Sacramento this November.

by Chris Narloch

it played the Community Center a 
year or two ago, check it out in Old 
Folsom at the Sutter Street Theatre. 

Young Frankenstein The Musical 
was considered a flop after the 
mega-success of Brooks’ musical 
version of The Producers, but the 
comparison is unfair since that 
show is one of the most successful 
in Broadway history.

Young Frankenstein The Musical  
is nowhere near as inspired, but 
Brooks’ fans (and fans of the 
original film) will find that there is 
enough resemblance to the source 
to make the musical an 

entertaining evening of theater, as 
long as they cast it right.

Young Frankenstein The Musical  
plays through September 29. Call 
916-353-1001.

The Drowsy Chaperone
One of the most entertaining 

new musicals of recent years is this 
retro parody of American musical 
comedy of the 1920s. 

The Drowsy Chaperone concerns 
a middle-aged loner (and theater 
queen) who introduces us to the 
cast recording of the fictional 1928 
musical The Drowsy Chaperone. 

In a clever conceit, the show 

comes to life onstage as he wryly 
comments on the music, story and 
actors.

The musical is a field day for 
fans of farce and slapstick humor, 
and it should be a treat to see the 
show under the stars in Old Fair 
Oaks.

The Drowsy Chaperone plays 
through September 8 at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Amphitheatre 
in Fair Oaks Village. Call (916) 
966-3683.
Time Stands Still

If musicals just aren’t your bag, I 
recommend you see this great play 

by the Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright, 
Donald Margulies. 

To give you some idea of 
the caliber of the writing, 
the production I saw on 
Broadway featured a 
powerhouse cast that 
included Laura Linney, Eric 
Bogosian, Christina Ricci 

and Brian d’Arcy James.
I have not checked out the local 

production yet, but the ambitious 
and talented folks at Ovation Stage 
are on a roll and should be able to 
pull off this powerful play about 
two couples whose relationships 
are in flux.

Time Stands Still plays through 
September 15 at Three Penny 
Theatre in Sacramento. Call (916) 
448-0312.

To read Chris Narloch’s reviews 
of theater currently playing in New 
York City, please visit www.
outwordmagazine.com.

Priscilla Queen of the Desert

http://www.ernestosmexicanfood.com
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Mud
For an actor who takes his shirt off in almost every movie, Matthew McConaughey 

displays surprising depth and appeal, and not just sex appeal. 
The handsome, 43-year-old Texan can act, and he has shown increasing range and depth 

in a string of recent movies, including Magic Mike, Killer Joe, and Bernie.
You can add to that list this excellent coming of age drama about two boys who discover 

a mysterious stranger named Mud (McConaughey) living on a small island in the 
Mississippi River. 

The boys befriend Mud, who turns out to be a fugitive hoping to reunite with his 
ex-girlfriend (Reese Witherspoon) and then skip town. 

The entire cast is terrific, especially McConaughey, Witherspoon and the two young actors 
who play the boys (Tye Sheridan and Jacob Lofland). 

A fine supporting cast also does stellar work, including Ray McKinnon, Sarah Paulson, 
Michael Shannon and Joe Don Baker.

It’s sad that today’s blockbuster-obsessed movie industry doesn’t give superb smaller films 
like this the push and publicity that they deserve during their theatrical run. Luckily, movie 
lovers can discover them on DVD.

Matthew McConaughey 
Comes Clean in Mud +
This month, I spotlight two movies, recently released on DVD, 

that received limited release in theaters, one starring Matthew 
McConaughey and the other directed by Francis Ford Coppola.

Matthew McConaughey and Tye Sheridan in a scene from Mud.

by Chris Narloch

Twixt
If you wondered what Francis Coppola has been up to recently – other than making wine 

over in the Napa Valley – this horror movie will satisfy your curiosity.
It probably won’t satisfy much else, however, as the movie itself is a muddled attempt at 

making a classy, gothic horror film.
Coppola has assembled a decent cast with Val Kilmer, Elle Fanning and Bruce Dern 

among the stars. 
Twixt follows Hall Baltimore (Kilmer), a writer on a book tour who uncovers a disturbing 

murder that could be source material for his next novel. 
As Hall investigates the killing, he finds himself confronted by chilling nightmares, 

including the ghost of a young girl (Fanning). 
The movie has the requisite spooky look and feel to it, but it fails at the most basic level 

– nobody wants to see a scary movie, no matter how visually lovely, that isn’t scary.
I didn’t hate Twixt, but I expect more, much more, from the director who made 

Apocalypse Now and The Godfather films.
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The fastest growing social network for men who like men

GET ON TO
  GET OFF.
GET ON TO

GET OFFGET OFF.
GET ON TOGET ON TOGET ON TO

GET OFFGET OFF

TRY FOR FREE!

916-480-6225

More local numbers: 1.800.777.8000
Ahora en Español / 18+

by Chris Narloch

http://www.guyspy.com
http://www.sacramentoreddressparty.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/478317965608972/
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The historic theater on Broadway 
has been showing some superb movies 
this summer, including Before 
Midnight with Ethan Hawke and Julie 
Delpy, and the amazing first feature by 
Sac State alum Ryan Coogler, Fruitvale 
Station.

Two more must-see movies opened 
recently at the Tower, and my advice 
would be to drop everything and catch 
them on the big screen where they 
deserve to be seen.
The Spectacular Now

The most memorable thing 
about the super-lame Footloose 
remake was the supporting 
performance by Miles Teller as 
Willard, the awkward country 
boy who learns to dance.

Finally, the talented 26-year-
old actor gets a starring role in 
a movie worthy of his gifts. The 
Spectacular Now is aptly named 
– both Teller and the film are 
pretty spectacular.

It helps that Teller costars 
with another rising young star, 
Shailene Woodley, who was so 
memorable in The Descendants, 
playing the older daughter of 
George Clooney’s character.

As a high school couple 
trying to navigate through her 
romantic inexperience and his 
excessive partying to keep their 
budding relationship alive, Teller and 
Woodley are thrilling to watch. 

Their director, James Ponsoldt, never 
steers his actors wrong, and the result 
is one of the most substantial 
depictions of young adulthood the big 
screen has seen in ages.

The Spectacular Now also deals 
with teenage drinking in a very subtle, 
non-preachy way, which is especially 

Two Terrific New Movies at The Tower
    by Chris Narloch

With the Crest Theatre currently showing only occasional special event 
movies, the Tower Theatre is the only place in Sacramento to see 
regular programming of indie and foreign films on the big screen.

WeHo Still has Lots of Sun & Fun as Summer Ends

Labor Day marks the unofficial end of summer, and even though it’s been a great season, we’re not ready to say 
good-bye just yet. Have one last hurrah to remember this Labor Day Weekend with a pool full of fun events in West 
Hollywood and the surrounding area. From the annual White Party at The Mondrian to the The Diva From The Deep, 
visit www.visitwesthollywood.com to find out all the fun things happening.

honorable given the recent crop of 
movies, aimed at young adults, that 
glamorized drinking and promiscuous 
sex.
Blue Jasmine

The other movie currently playing at 
the Tower that demands to be seen is 
Woody Allen’s latest, which features a 
top shelf script and focused direction 
by Allen and an excellent cast that 
includes Alec Baldwin, Sally Hawkins, 
Bobby Cannavale, Peter Sarsgaard and 
the phenomenal Cate Blanchett.

If it weren’t for the fact that Meryl 
Streep is still around and still doing 
great work in her fifth decade of 
making movies, I would call Blanchett 
the “new” Meryl Streep. 

People who have never tried to act 
may not realize the focus and training 
required to pull off the kind of 
high-wire act that Blanchett pulls off in 
Blue Jasmine.

Her character is self-pitying and 

self-dramatizing to the point of being 
pathetic, but somehow we never tire of 
her. Blanchett takes her pampered 
Park Avenue princess – a character 
that could easily be annoying – and 
makes her fully human, even semi-
sympathetic.

The actress is especially adept in the 
scenes where she talks to herself, in a 
hopeless attempt to escape from her 
sad present back into her privileged 
past.

I don’t know what surprises the rest 

of the cinematic year holds, and she 
already has one Oscar for her 
supporting role as Katharine Hepburn 
in Martin Scorcese’s The Aviator, but I 
wouldn’t be at all shocked to see 
Blanchett pick up her first Academy 
Award as Best Actress next spring.

To read Chris Narloch’s reviews of 
other movies currently in theaters, 
please visit  
www.OutwordMagazine.com. 

Shailene Woodley and Miles 
Teller in a scene from The 
Spectacular Now.

http://www.sacbadlands.com/
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We can help. Talk to a Wells Fargo banker today.
It started with a dream, and now you’re dealing with the day-to-day realities of running a business — one of 
1.4 million LGBT businesses in America. That’s why we invite you to come in and have a conversation with 
a Wells Fargo banker about your priorities and goals. We’ll help evaluate your situation, give you financial 
guidance, and introduce you to financial products and services that could help keep your business thriving. 
For ten years running, Wells Fargo has loaned more money to small businesses than any other bank,* and we 
have a long history of meeting the needs of the LGBT business community. 

Call 1-800-35-WELLS (1-800-359-3557), click wellsfargo.com/biz, or stop by to start a conversation today.

I’m an art guy, 
not a numbers guy

*2002 – 2011 Community Reinvestment Act government data
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1041926_09351)

http://www.wellsfargo.com/biz

