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Announcements
CGNIE Fundraiser for
Rainbow Crosswalk Set

CGNIE is hosting a show to benefit the
proposed rainbow colored Lavender Heights
crosswalks at 20th & K Streets on Sunday,
May 31 at 10 p.m. at FACES, located at 2000
K St.
The special show, Divas of Lavender
Heights, will feature performances by Taryn
Thru U, Chantal, Deneka Ashley St. James,
Kristinn St. James, Harmony Envy, Mia Ho
and Dimeuneek Ashley St. James.

Pride Potluck and Local
Author at Lavender Library

Keep the Pride going on Sunday, June 7,
from 4 to 6 p.m., at the Lavender Library’s
Open House Potluck. Bring a dish to share
and meet some new friends!
On Saturday, July 11, from 6:30 to 8 p.m,
the Library will be hosting local author
Rebecca Blanton, author of Love Letters to a
Unicorn: A book about love, kink, BDSM
and non-monogamy.
Both events are free and light
refreshments will be served.
The Lavender Library is located at 1414
21st St. and on the Web at LavenderLibrary.
com and www.facebook.com/
LavenderLibrary.

application to the Guinness Book of World
Records.
Your efforts raised more than $352,000 to
support survivors in our community. THANK
YOU!
While the rankings of top fundraisers did
not change you have continued to raise
funds. As of the sending of this email, the
fundraising totals were:

Individual Fundraisers:

Josh Hughes — $10,815
Arlen Orchard — $8,525
Patrick Harbison — $6,550

Team Fundraisers:

Team SMUD — $33,203
Carter West — $21,550
Sacramento Streetwalkers — $19,581
Thank you,
Beth Hassett, Executive Director,
weaveinc.org

WEAVE’s Walk A Mile in Her
Shoes Raises $352,000

Dear Streetwalkers:
You did it! You stepped up and we here at
WEAVE are completely blown away!
We had more than 1,200 men pre-register
and nearly 100 sign up the day of the walk.
We are still reviewing the tapes for final
count of men but know at least 1,100 walked
the walk. We will be submitting the final

SMUD walker with his baby.

Oregon Bans Conversion
Therapy for Youth

B

asic Rights Oregon joined Governor Kate Brown for a
signing ceremony on May 21 to mark the passage of HB
2307, the Youth Mental Health Protection Act, which bans
conversion therapy for youth under the age of 18 by licensed
mental health providers.

Oregon joins California, New Jersey and
Washington, D.C., which also have conversion
therapy bans for minors. Conversion therapy
includes a range of dangerous and
discredited practices aimed at changing
someone’s sexual orientation or suppressing
their gender identity or expression.
“There are many things our young people
need, but breaking them down based on
their sexual or gender identity is not one of
them. In fact, it is inexcusable. Our young
people deserve acceptance, support and
love,” said Governor Brown. “To the young
outwordmagazine.com

people who question their identities, suffer
from bullying, or struggle with what it
means to come out, today is for you.”
“I am proud and honored to live in a
state where we support and celebrate our
LGBTQ youth,” said Jeana Frazzini,
co-director of Basic Rights Oregon. “The
harms caused by conversion therapy are
very real and we must do everything we
possibly can as a state to prevent the loss
of even one child. I commend Governor
Brown and the Oregon Legislature for
passing this bill.”
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ith the U.S. Supreme Court’s upcoming decision due in
June, which is expected to legalize marriage equality
nationwide, Sonoma County’s LGBT community and its
allies will have much to be proud of and celebrate at this year’s
Sonoma County Pride Russian River weekend.
This year’s theme is appropriately titled,
“Equality Everywhere,” and the Grand
Marshals for this year’s parade are Randy
Arnold of Barefoot Winery and Bobby
Frederick of the Rainbow Cattle Company in
Guerneville.
The Pride planning group has gone all out
to make this year’s event a weekend to
remember. Friday, June 5 will have a First
Friday Art Walk in Guerneville, followed by
country western dancing.
Saturday, June 6 will have a kayaking
event ending up at the Rio Theater in Monte
Rio for afternoon games, BBQ, music, and
LGBT short films. Saturday night will be a
disco party in Guerneville.
Sunday, June 7 will be the Parade on Main
Street in Guerneville followed by a
Celebration at Guerneville Lodge. At the
Celebration this year, for the first time, will
be a historical exhibit featuring the many
contributions made over the years by local
River LGBT community members.
The Celebration venue is perfect, right on
the river, and the entertainment lineup
includes the San Francisco Lesbian/Gay

Sonoma County Pride at the Russian River in 2014. Photo by Chuck Ramsey.

Freedom Band, Hubbub Club Marching
Band, classic rock and pop dance band
Rumors, members of the San Francisco Gay
Men’s Chorus, Last Comic Standing star
Nikki Carr, local singer-songwriter Bobby Jo

P

hiladelphia is celebrating five decades of political progress
with the 50th Anniversary of the Gay Rights Movement,
with commemorative exhibitions at major institutions and a
moving re-enactment of the original Fourth of July demonstration
to honor the milestone year.
Now one of the country’s leading gayfriendly destinations, the City of Brotherly

Love played a pivotal role in the earliest
days of the American gay-rights movement.
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non-profit late last year. The new energy,
enthusiasm, teamwork, excitement and
results are already evident. For more
information, visit sonomacountypride.org
and facebook.com/sonomacountypride.

Philadelphia Celebrates 50 Years of LGBT Activism

Outword Magazine Inc.
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Valentine, Tora Hymen and her Backwoods
Barbies, country band Bad Ass Boots and
singer-dancer-actor Tom Orr.
Weekend lodging and camping is also
available at Guerneville Lodge though Pride.
Sonoma County Pride incorporated as a
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The first major U.S. protest for LGBT
equality took place in front of Independence
Hall on July 4, 1965.
Coordinated by Philadelphia resident
Barbara Gittings and Washingtonian Frank
Kameny, now known as the mother and
father of gay rights. The protest marked the
first time activists from multiple cities openly
identified themselves as gay and called for
equality. The “Annual Reminder” protest took
place every Independence Day for four years.
On June 28, 1969 — days before the last
Annual Reminder — the Stonewall riots in
New York City shook the LGBT community.
Leaders who were influential in the
Philadelphia protests focused their efforts on
the Christopher Street Liberation Day, which
marked the first anniversary of the
Stonewall riots and included the country’s
first Gay Pride parade.
As a part of the commemoration there are
many ongoing events and celebrations,
including a wreath-laying ceremony on
Saturday, July 4 that commemorate, the
protests at the Gay Rights Demonstrations
Historical Marker, which was erected 10
years ago for the 40th anniversary of the
first Reminder Day; and on Sunday, July 5,
The Annual Reminder Block Party takes over
Philadelphia’s famed Gayborhood. Vendors,
food, music and plenty of pro-gay
organizations will celebrate half a century of
progress.
For a listing of all events, visit press.
visitphilly.com/releases/philadelphia-marks50-years-of-lgbt-activism.
outwordmagazine.com

From the Pub

Happy Pride Sacramento!
by Fred Palmer

A

s Sacramento’s LGBT community joins LGBT communities
in cities and rural areas across the U.S. in celebrations
commemorating the June 1969 Stonewall Riots, we are once
again keeping an eye on the U.S. Supreme Court as it weighs a
decision that could effect marriage equality nationwide.
Marriage equality is but one of the issues
that has defined us as a community. It took
a Supreme Court decision to strike down
sodomy laws that repressed and often
jailed us and another to strike down the
onerous Defense of Marriage Act. We have
also witnessed the end of DADT and
countless other smaller, but, significant
victories in the workplace, adoption and
foster parent
rights,

property
and
inheritance
rights and more.
However, as a
nation, we do not guarantee equal
rights in the workplace for LGBT
workers and the transgender commuity
is still struggling for recognition of even
the most basic of their rights.
It is marriage equality that is forefront in
our efforts, though. A common refrain from
our opponents is “Can’t you just call it
something besides marriage?”
This June, I will stand beside my fiancé,
Peter Milinazzo, in front of our families
and friends, and make similar vows to each
other that my parents Frank and Mary
Palmer made to each other 64 years ago.
We will vow to love, cherish and honor
each other. Why should we, why would we,
want to call it anything other than
marriage?
Since the first pride celebration following
the Stonewall Riots of 1969, collectively, we
have fought hard. We’ve won some of the
battles and we’ve lost some, all coming at
great cost in time, energy and money.
It would be easy to say that those
victories were the results of the courts, and
the efforts of lawyers and national
organizations. But there is more to it than
that. It is also because of us. Because we
took to the streets. Because we held rallies.
10
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Because we went to our state capitals and
demanded equal rights. Because we
confronted those that not only opposed us,
but openly hated us. Because we never gave
up. Because we changed hearts and minds.
There is much to be proud of in our past,
present and future. Pride is a time of
celebration, a time of coming out for some,
and an opportunity to educate, inform, and
yes, get involved.
Outword celebrates the diversity of
our community and covers a wide
range

of
topics and subjects of
interest to those in our community, but
we merely reflect your voice. This is the time
to keep strong even if we don’t see the
enemy at the gates. They attack our very
existence every day. Now, more than ever,
we need to continue to be alert as well as
proud.
Pride celebrations should be a venue to
strengthen and focus our political power;
create outreach for everyone and anyone
who needs it; teach the never-ending need
for tolerance; and remember that
discrimination of any kind is detrimental.
Pride is also an opportuntity for LGBT
centers and the many LGBT organizations to
ask for support, for LGBT owned and
supportive businesses like Outword and our
advertisers to meet the LGBT public and ask
for your business. Please return the support
and spend your hard earned LGBT dollar
with these people and buy their products - or
just tell them thanks for the support.
Have a great time at Sacramento Pride,
and be true to who you are.
outwordmagazine.com

Community

Pride & The LGBT Center:
Changing Lives Every Day
by Donald Bentz

C

hanging lives. That is what the Sacramento LGBT
Community Center is all about and nowhere is that more
visibly evident as at the upcoming annual Pride celebration.

A lot has changed in the Center’s nearly 30
years of providing safe, welcoming spaces for
LGBT people. LGBT people have evolved
from living in shadows, whispers and shame
to declaring our love in public, marriage
equality and positive images on mainstream,
primetime television.
Despite these changes, one constant has
not waivered — the empowering, fulfilling
memories provided by Pride celebrations.
Whether newly out or a pre-Stonewall
veteran, a story from Pride is probably one
of every LGBT person’s “top five” memories.
Those recollections of one’s first Pride —
experiencing the exaltation when you realize
that you are not alone — last a lifetime and
never can be erased.
The Center is proud to create more of
those irreplaceable memories as the
producer of Sacramento’s annual Pride
Parade & Festival. The Center’s largest
community engagement event, Pride affords
the Center the opportunity to not only share
with thousands of supporters and hundreds
of community organizations, but also the
privilege to convene our community — LGBT
and allied — in an annual flashpoint that
generates energy, camaraderie and unity to
propel our spirit forward into another
history-making year of advances.
Although just one day, the impact of Pride
reverberates throughout the year, providing
15 percent of the financial support we need
to continue offering free programs and
services at the Center year-round.
Thanks to the more than 500 dedicated
volunteers, the hundreds of hours invested
by the Pride organizing committee and the
leadership of Pride’s contractors, Details
Details and Outword Media, Pride continues
to grow each year right along with the
Center’s expanding menu of programs.
Every Pride participant this year — whether
volunteer, patron, sponsor, vendor or parade
entry — fuels very visible growth at the
Center. Community support has enabled us
to achieve the following benchmarks:
• 17 peer-based free support groups serve
nearly 600 people each month, from the
youngest Girl Scout to retirees.
• Expanded Center service hours to six
days per week.
• The Q-Spot Youth Drop-In Center now
open seven days a week.
• Free shower, laundry facilities, snacks
and resources for LGBT homeless youth.
• An evolving Community Resources
Program providing more than 3,000 free
referrals to culturally responsive services,
businesses and programs.
• A refurbished Lambda Lounge now
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offers drop-in respite services Tuesdays and
Saturdays to those in stress, need or just
needing to talk.
• Free drop-in confidential HIV/HCV
testing two days a week.
• The upcoming launch of a mobile unit
that will allow us to reach out into the more
suburban and rural parts of the region.
• Producing workshops and town hall
meetings on topics like Social Security
Benefits, PrEP and other important health
and mental health issues.

• Improved access to heath insurance by
becoming a Covered California Enrollment
Entity.
• Q-Prom created an authentic prom
experience for more than 400 LGBT and
allied youth.
Be sure to stop by the Center’s booth at
this year’s Pride to learn more about our full
array of programs, events and pathways to
services, and to learn more about how you
can play a role to ensure LGBT people feel
welcome, safe and needed. You can also visit
us on the Web at SacCenter.org.
Even with 30 years of history, something
that has not changed is that our Center is a
reflection of the volunteers and donors that
make it happen.
Please enjoy this year’s Pride celebration
and toast your valued role in all the
successes we have achieved as a community
and a Center.
Donald Bentz is the Executive Director,
Sacramento LGBT Community Center. He
can be reached at
donald.bentz@saccenter.org.
May 28, 2015 - June 11, 2015 • No. 529
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Contracting HIV Is NOT What New Guidelines
Proposed for
You Want to Do

Y

by Joyce Mitchell

outh, especially young gay men, aren’t getting the message
about HIV/AIDS. Maybe it’s because the visuals of people
getting very sick and dying have not impacted their generation.

According to the Centers for Disease Control,
25 percent of new HIV/AIDS infections are
among people between the ages of 13 and 24.
Sixty percent don’t know they have it. New
cases of HIV among young gay and bisexual
men doubled over the past decade. The
numbers are frightening.
“Reduced brain function, increased risk of
cancer, heart problems, liver and kidney
disease, those are some of the problems we are
seeing in people who’ve been living with HIV
for many years now,” said Dr. Paolo TroiaCancio, Chief Medical Officer with
Sacramento’s Cares Community Health. “HIV
is a serious illness. It’s nothing to be
trivialized.”
This is unchartered territory. People who
were infected with HIV 20 years ago are living
longer and healthier lives than in the
beginning of the pandemic. No question about
it.
During the early days, people who had
contracted the virus were dying on a daily
basis from AIDS-related illnesses. While death
is no longer a daily occurrence, people are still
dying.
“Yes, we still are seeing people die but the
treatment has really changed outcomes for
people infected with HIV,” said Dr. TroiaCancio. “In the beginning of the pandemic,
medicines to treat HIV/AIDS had devastating
side effects on 25 to 50 percent of people. The
next wave, second generation meds, ten

12
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Blood Donations
from MSMs

T

system which is part of the body’s immune
system. HIV affects the immune system and
that’s why it increases the risk of developing
lymphoma.
“First, we need to recognize that HIV itself is
a chronic condition of inflammation,” said Dr.
Troia-Cancio. “Your immune system is turned
on all the time and it can be detrimental or
harmful to the body. We have found the best
thing to do to reduce inflammation is get the
HIV under control with medication and that
way we control the inflammation and chronic
consequences to having HIV.”
However, while controlling HIV through
medications is imperative, according to Dr.
Troia-Cancio, the inflammation is reduced but
never goes away. “Because of the
inflammation,” he said, “while science is
getting better, having HIV, the projection is it
will shorten your life by five years.”
A growing concern is the impact of
inflammation causing decreased mental ability,
impairing thinking. Cardiovascular disease is
also a big concern. “Cardiovascular disease
means heart disease occurring earlier in life for
people living with HIV,” said Dr. Troia-Cancio.

he Department of Health
and Human Services has
published draft guidance
on their proposal to move from
a lifetime blood donation ban
for all gay and bisexual men,
MSMs, to a one-year deferral
period.

Dr. Troia-Cancio works at Cares Community
Health in Sacramento on 21st Street. He’s also
an Associate Professor of Medicine, Division of
Infectious Diseases at UC Davis. The clinic,
until recently, was devoted entirely to
treatment of HIV/AIDS.
“Our primary mission of caring for people
has not changed,” said Dr. Troia-Cancio. “We’ve
just expanded our scope and have opened our
doors to everyone.”
Gay himself, Dr. Troia-Cancio is alarmed by
statistics regarding smoking in the LGBT
community. “We know that it is a huge
problem in our community,” said Dr. TroiaCancio. “In fact, 40 to 50 percent of LGBT
people living with HIV are smokers. It’s huge.”

In December 2014 when the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) first announced
the proposal, the ACLU concluded that the
deferral would continue to function as a de
facto lifetime ban, and that criteria for
determining blood donor eligibility should
be based on science, not stereotypes.
“The FDA has perpetuated an outdated
and bigoted system with its draft guidance
for blood donations from gay and bisexual
men,” according to a statement from
Congressman Mike Honda (D-CA17).
The draft of the new guidelines states that
a man should only be barred from giving
blood for one year after he has had sex with
another man. The FDA previously banned
blood donations from any man who has had
sex with another man any time since 1977.
“While this might seem like an
improvement, the FDA’s message is clear: If
you can stop being gay, stop being bisexual,
for one year, then you can donate blood,”
said Honda.
“As the ACLU made clear late last year,
this inadequate proposal must be seen as
part of an ongoing process and not an end
point,” said Ian Thompson, legislative
representative for the American Civil
Liberties Union. “Deferral decisions should
be based on activities presenting an elevated
risk, not on the identity of a person or that
person’s partner. The reality for the vast
majority of gay and bisexual men is that this
policy continues to stigmatize their intimate
relationships and will indefinitely bar them
from donating. In addition, this proposal
leaves open the possibility that transgender
individuals will continue to be needlessly
barred from being able to donate.”  
The draft guidance is up for a public
comment period of at least 30 - 60 days from
the May 12 release of the draft.

That’s not good, according to Dr. TroiaCancio. “Because you have chronic
inflammation, smoking is a bigger health
hazard,” he said. “If you have inflammation
from HIV, smoking makes you more at risk for
the diseases already associated with smoking
such as lung cancer, emphysema, bladder
cancer. Anything bad related to smoking is
worse in a person with HIV.”
Of course, Dr. Troia-Cancio’s greatest hope
for the future is a cure for HIV/AIDS. However,
he doesn’t expect to see that in his lifetime. For
now, he emphasizes the need for protection,
testing and treatment.
“Getting HIV is a big deal,” said Dr. TroiaDr. Paolo Troia-Cancio
Cancio. “It causes premature aging and you
percent of people could not take the medicines. will experience more medical problems at a
It’s now about five percent of people that
younger age. That’s the reality. A person living
cannot take the newest medicine, so it’s gotten with HIV at 50 might have the problems a
a lot better since 1995 with the cocktail or
non-HIV individual would ordinarily
combination of medicines that we use to stop
experience at 60.”
the HIV from growing.”
He emphasizes that Cares provides free HIV/
While the medications have been a muchAIDS and STI testing to anyone who walks
through the doors. It’s still important to
welcomed breakthrough, today, complications
recognize that with treatment, HIV is not a
are now arising in people who’ve been on the
death sentence. However, it’s a serious infection
cocktail for years.
“There’s still a difference in the death rate if that is 100 percent preventable.
Young people need to get the message:
you have HIV than if you don’t,” said Dr.
PROTECT YOURSELF! Use a condom. Limit
Troia-Cancio. “We’re now seeing in long-term
sexual partners. Don’t re-use or share syringes.
survivors HIV-Related Lymphoma.”
PLAY BUT PLAY SAFE.
Lymphoma is a cancer of the lymphatic
May 28, 2015 - June 11, 2015 • No. 529
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Our Youth, Our Community
by Bob Herne, MSW

I

magine yourself a scared 13-year-old being removed from your
family for safety concerns, and the social worker can’t find a
home for you to live in. Sadly, this is a real dilemma for many
of our LGBTQ youth.
Every month, several of our youth, often
our information event LGBTQ Foster Youth
LGBT, are unable to find a forever family or Need You! on June 17, from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
even a temporary one and are required to
at 3Fold Communications, 2031 K St.
live in group care.
Sierra Forever Families envisions a world
We know that if our community does not
where all children are raised in a family
come forward, the future for our youth is
with love, safety and unconditional
dim. LGBTQ foster
commitment.
youth are four
Although children
times more likely
sometimes need
to enter group
to enter foster
homes, are more
care, we believe
likely to be abused
that all children
“LGBTQ foster youth are
in foster care and
should grow up in
are less likely to
a forever family.
four times more likely to
find a permanent
We are very
home.
appreciative that
enter group homes...”
With your help,
over 20 percent of
we can change
our families come
those outcomes!
from the LGBTQ
Sacramento
community.
County Child
For over 10
Protective Services,
years, we have
Children’s Law Center, Gender Health Center been the sponsor of the Kids Zone at
and Sierra Forever Families are partnering to Sacramento Pride and we look forward to
ensure that all LGBTQ youth have a safe,
seeing everyone again at the Sacramento
loving and committed home where they can Pride Festival on Saturday, June 6th. Pride
thrive.
will be held at Capitol Mall in downtown
We are looking toward our LGBTQ
Sacramento from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. We will
community to open their hearts and homes
have balloons, face painting, bounce houses
and to assist these youth in having a better
and other activities for our children.
life. We need both temporary and forever
Please feel free to contact us at 916-947homes for these kids. To help you learn
9861 or visit us at www.sierraff.org.
more about becoming a foster parent or
Bob Herne, MSW, is the Executive
Forever Family, please consider attending
Director of Sierra Forever Families.

Harvey Milk Day Community
Awards Presented

C

ongratulations to the Harvey Milk Day Community Awards
recipients who were honored for their work and leadership in the
Sacramento LGBT community. The ceremony was held May 22,
Harvey Milk’s birthday, at Capital Dime in Midtown Sacramento. The
event was a benefit for the Sacramento LGBT Community Center and
was emceed by Tina (What Do We Want?) Reynolds. Awardees were
Assemby Speaker Toni Atkins (accepted for by Eric Astacaan), Terry
Sidie, Jerry Sloan, Fred Palmer, Nichole Wolford, AJ Lawson, Johnny
Terry, emcee Tina Reynolds and Rachel Hudson.

outwordmagazine.com
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SACRAMENTO’S #1 DODGE, CHRYSLER, JEEP AND RAM VOLUME DEALER*

PROUD TO CELEBRATE DIVERSITY
EVERY NEW 2015 JEEP WRANGLER
2 DOOR SPORT 4X4 IN STOCK!
$3,777 OFF MSRP!
12 @ THIS DISCOUNT

MSRP: $25,780, DEALER DISCOUNT: -$3,777, SALE PRICE: $22,003. 1 @ THIS SALE PRICE. STK/ID# 19399D/657929. NEW JEEP WRANGLER SPORT 4X4.

EVERY NEW 2015 JEEP WRANGLER
RUBICON & SAHARA 2 DOOR
IN STOCK!
$4,777 OFF MSRP!
5 @ THIS DISCOUNT

MSRP: $34,845, DEALER DISCOUNT: -$4,777, SALE PRICE: $30,068. 1 @ THIS SALE PRICE. STK/ID# 18066D/556707. NEW JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA 4X4.

NEW 2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED 4X4

3 @ THIS
NET COST

MSRP.....................................................$49,225
DEALER DISCOUNT.............................-$4,948
SALE PRICE.........................................$44,277
CA BC RETAIL CONSUMER CASH........-$500

NET COST...............$43,777
STK/ID: 1845D/785267, 18946D/785266, 18976D/782695

877-399-0856
ALL PRICES PLUS GOVERNMENT FEES AND TAXES, ANY FINANCE CHARGES, ANY DEALER DOCUMENT PROCESSING CHARGE, ANY ELECTRIC FILING CHARGE AND ANY EMISSIONS TESTING CHARGE. PRICES GOOD THROUGH 6/10/15.
*2014 YTD REPORTING FCA U.S., LLC.

Small Business Owners Help Make up
the Sacramento Community

O

wning or running a small business is a dream for many people,
and for some, a nightmare. There are many lessons to learn,
and the best way to learn is by just going through the process,
making the rules as you go. Of course, there is help out there if you
look for it and ask for it. Outword thought it would be fun to ask some
local business leaders and owners about their business as we celebrate
Small Business Appreciation month.

Andrea Lepore
HOT ITALIAN
How long have you been in business?

I launched Lepore Development in 2006
and opened the first HOT ITALIAN in 2009.

What is your favorite thing about your
business?

Making a difference in the community and
improving our quality of life.

What charities do you support?

As a small business we have to be very
targeted in order to have a real impact. Over
the years we’ve focused on art, music, and
sustainability initiatives including local
organizations American River Parkway,
Habitat for Humanity, Friends of Sacramento
Arts Commission, and I Can Do That!, to
name a few.

Who inspires you?

My strong, independent and humorous
group of family and friends.

What made you decide to go into
business?

To create change.

How did you get money / capital to
start your business? ( i.e. loan, credit
card…)

I started Lepore Development with a loan
from Wells Fargo Bank.

Any growth for your business in the
future?

Always looking at new opportunities to
make a difference.

Thoughts to share with anyone
wanting to start a business?

Have a solid business plan and concept
and be willing to work harder at it than
anything else.

Cameron Yee
OPTOMETRY
How long have you been in business?

30 years

What is your favorite thing about your
business?

The personal interaction I have with each
patient

What charities do you support?

My Sister’s House, Loaves and Fishes,
Asian Community Center, NorCal Aids Ride,
California AIDS Ride, and American Cancer
Society.

Who inspires you?

There are so many people who do good
things and insprie me in different ways.

What made you decide to go into
business?

Seemed better than having to work for
someone else.

16
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How did you get money / capital to
start your business? ( i.e. loan, credit
card…)
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Fortunately, my parents were able to help
me out.
Any growth for your business in the
future?

I always hope that my business will
continue to grow in the number of patients
that we see.

Thoughs to share with anyone wanting
to start a business?

If it’s your passion, there’s always a way to
get there and you should do what will make
you happy.

outwordmagazine.com

Robert Espinosa
GRATEFUL DOG

Stephanie Slagel
STATE FARM INS.

How long have you been in business?

How long have you been in business?

Grateful Dog has been in business since
February 2009.

What is your favorite thing about your
business?

Seeing how happy the dogs are to be at
Grateful Dog.

What charities do you support?

Too many to list, but my favorite are The
Front Street Shelter and The Sacramento
Area Animal Coalition.

Who inspires you?

Gina Knepp at The Front Street Shelter;
she has done more for homeless animals
than anyone I know.

What made you decide to go into
business?

The thought of boarding my dog in a
traditional kennel; scared and stressed in a

13 years

What is your favorite thing about your

cage. I wanted to create a place for dogs that business?
catered to their social needs.
Helping my customers learn how to
protect what’s important to them, and it’s
How did you get money / capital to
different for everyone.
start your business? ( i.e. loan, credit
card…)

Any growth for your business in the
future?

Sigh… if I had more energy, yes, but my
one location keeps me hopping.

Thoughts to share with anyone
wanting to start a business?

Do it! It’s a lot of work, but so worth the
freedom to do what you love.

How long have you been with Cares
Community Health?

What is your favorite thing about
Cares?

Carrying through on our mission of
transforming lives by providing integrated
comprehensive medical care and support
services to our diverse community
population.

What charities do you support?

Cares is a Federal Qualified Health Center
health center - non-profit community clinic
- that receives my full support.
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Wanted to make a difference in people’s
lives and change some of the public’s
perceptions of “insurance agents”

How did you get money / capital to
start your business? ( i.e. loan, credit
card…)

Hopefully – that’s what I work toward
every day.

Thoughts to share with anyone
wanting to start a business.

It’s extremely rewarding, but also
extremely hard work... at the end of the day
it’s all you. You can’t just “leave it at the
office.” Your customers and employees rely
on you to be there, always.

How long have you been in business?

29 years

What made you decide to go into
business?

What is your favorite thing about your
business?

The desire to serve; both in my early
career in the military and in my past and
present position at Cares.

Hearing the success stories from people
whose lives were impacted and changed
thanks to the Center’s programs and
services.

Any growth for Cares in the future?

What charities do you support?

Cares has purchased the 2000 O Street
building, adjacent to our 1500 21st facility,
and has architectural design projects
underway to renovate 2000 O Street to
increase our capacity to provide medical and
support services to an expanded population.

Thoughts to share with anyone
wanting to start a business?

Have a vision and the commitment to
carry
through by engaging and collaborating
Filling a position that assists in serving the
with
those
key partners.
underserved in our diverse community.

What inspires you?

What made you decide to go into
business?

Any growth for your business in the
future?

Donald Bentz
LGBT CENTER DIRECTOR

Bob Kamrath
CARES COMMUNITY HEALTH

I joined Cares in January 2004 and have
filled a range of positions from Human
Resources Manager to Chief Executive
Officer.

What charities do you support?

Many different ways: small personal loans,
Sacramento SPCA, Rainbow Chamber
second mortgage and many, many credit
Foundation, Gender Health Center and
cards!
Sacramento LGBT Center

Borrowed from my cash value life
insurance (and paid myself back!), credit
cards too -

The Center.

Who inspires you?

Our dedicated volunteers and donors

What made you decide to go into
business?

The need for a safe, welcoming place for
LGBT people and their allies.

How did you get money / capital to
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start your business? ( i.e. loan, credit
card…)

The Moral Majority is actually our
founding donor, thanks to Jerry Sloan’s
lawsuit against the Rev. Jerry Falwell.

Any growth for your business in the
future?

The Center has grown exponentially in the
last few years. With our new drop-in centers,
youth programs and HIV/HCV testing in
place now, this expansion will only continue.

Thoughts to share with anyone
wanting to start a business.

Before starting a non-profit, get creative to
create solutions to the issues you have
identified.
Outword Magazine 17

TJ Bruce
BAR OWNER/
CONSTRUCTION

How long have you been in Business?

18 years in the bar business and 28 years
in the construction biz.

What is your Favorite thing about your
business?

I get to work with great people and great
customers while I’m living my dream of
being in the bar business, and I also get to
build things. :-)

How did you get money / capital to
start your business? ( I.E. Loan, credit
card...)

Well this is always the most difficult part
about being in business and makes or
breaks all of them. Initially I started with my
savings, all of it, but soon after I was lucky to
have friends and business associates help
What charities do you Support?
support my plans for growth. Building
To mention a few - Sac AIDS Walk/Run - Badlands was the biggest endeavor for me to
Sac Gay Mens Chorus - Sac Gay Film
date. I had so much help from so many
Festival - Sac Gay & Lesbian Center - Harvey people, and banks, and lease companys, and
Milk Foundation, Wounded Warrior - SVGLS so on. I was so blessed to get through that
gay softball, WEAVE and the Sac Red Dress one! To this day I rely on pretty much the
Party fundraiser.
same resources for new projects.
Who inspires you?

My mother inspires me. She was
instrumental in getting me to go after
anything and everything I wanted to do in
my life. When I was 18, Terry Sidie, the
owner of Faces Nightclub, inspired me to be
in the bar business, and I appreciate and
thank them both.

What made you decide to go into
business?

My mother encouraged me to work for
myself, and so I followed in her shoes and
started a janitorial business at the age of 20.
Soon after, at 22, my childhood friend, Del,
helped me start a construction company and
we did that for 10 years. When my brother
Todd died suddenly in January of 1996, it
made me rethink everything and it reminded
me how short life can be. Within a year and
a half, at the age of 32, I was in the bar
business. Thanks Todd! :-)
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Any growth for your business in the
future?

Well, anyone who knows me will tell you I
have never stopped pushing my growth and
building things. I live and breath it, and I
love it. Thanks to all my friends and
customers for years of support, that without,
I could have never done all that I have.
Thanks so much friends, customers and
family.

Thoughts to share with anyone
wanting to start a business.

Reach out to folks who have done what
you want to do, or have some years in
business, for serious talks, advice and
feedback along the way. Starting a business
is not for everyone, for sure, there certainly is
some risk. However, “no risk - no gain,” as
they say. So, if you have a desire to do
something, go for it with all your gusto, and
keep pushing.
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Briefly Put

Federal Court Orders Alabama Probate Judges to Allow
Marriage Equality Statewide

U.S. District Judge Callie V. S. Granade has ordered that all Alabama probate judges must
comply with the U.S. Constitution and may not refuse marriage licenses to same-sex couples
after four leading civil rights organizations requested the court expand a lawsuit to cover all
same-sex couples and probate judges statewide.
The state’s probate judges are responsible for issuing marriage licenses. The ruling
expands the court’s order earlier this year requiring the issuance of same-sex marriage
licenses in Mobile County.
The federal district court makes clear that probate judges are obligated to obey the United
States Constitution and issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples regardless of a ruling
issued earlier this year by the Alabama Supreme Court, which stated that county probate
judges could not issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

Senators Call on SecDef to Update Non-Discrimination
Protections to Include Gay Troops

Led by Democratic Sens. Chris Murphy and Tammy Baldwin, 22 senators have sent a
letter to U.S. Defense Secretary Ash Carter urging him to take action to include explicit
nondiscrimination protections for lesbian, gay, and bisexual service members — calling
inaction on the issue since the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” a “failure.”
The letter “strongly urge(s)” Carter to update equal employment opportunity policies at the
Pentagon and in all the service branches “to prevent discrimination, harassment, or
intimidation of service members based on sexual orientation.” The group includes
Republican Sen. Susan Collins, a leader on DADT repeal in 2010.
“All service members, regardless of their sexual orientation, deserve to be able to serve
our nation in an environment free from discrimination and harassment,” said American
Military Partner Association President Ashley Broadway-Mack. “AMPA also continues to call
on Secretary Carter to implement a full and comprehensive review of the outdated
regulations that prevent transgender service members from serving openly and honestly.”

Nevada Enacts LGBT-Inclusive Anti-Bullying Law

Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval has signed into law an anti-bullying bill that specifically
protects students on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.
“Gov. Sandoval and the Nevada Legislature, with support from local community
organizations like GLSEN Southern Nevada, took an important step in ensuring that all
students attend safe and affirming schools where they are welcomed and celebrated for their
diversity,” said GLSEN’s Executive Director, Dr. Eliza Byard. “This law sends a powerful
message of support to LGBT students.”
Nevada joins 17 other states and Washington, D.C., as having laws that specifically
prohibit bullying and harassment based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

ACLU Challenges Michigan’s Transgender I D Policy

The ACLU of Michigan has filed a federal lawsuit against the Michigan Secretary of State
challenging a department policy that makes it impossible for many transgender individuals
to correct the gender on their driver’s licenses and other forms of identification.
“By refusing to provide transgender people with identity documents that match their
correct gender identity, the state makes it unimaginably difficult for them to navigate their
everyday lives,” explained Jay Kaplan, staff attorney for the ACLU of Michigan LGBT Project.
The lawsuit, filed in federal court in Detroit on behalf of six plaintiffs, seeks a court order
declaring the policy unconstitutional and argues that the policy represents a refusal by the
state to recognize and respect gender identity.

AOA Urges Physicians to Improve Care for LGBT Patients

The American Osteopathic Association has encouraged its 110,000 osteopathic medical
students and physicians to actively partner with LGBT patients to improve the quality of
care for the community, which continues to report discrimination as a barrier to health care
services.
While overt discrimination, such as refusing to treat an LGBT patient, is relatively
uncommon, advocates note that more subtle biases remain. For example, a gay man seeking
treatment for flu-like symptoms might be given a referral for an HIV test, said Dr. Draion
Burch, DO, an American Osteopathic Association spokesperson on LGBT issues.
Dr. Burch, an obstetrician and gynecologist from Pittsburgh, says some LGBT patients
avoid physicians because they fear judgement. Many LGBT patients are reluctant to talk
about personal lives and don’t disclose their sexual preference or gender identity to their
physician, so that establishing trust with LGBT patients is critical to providing quality care.

First Federal Monument for LGBT Veterans Approved

A monument dedicated to LGBT veterans will be unveiled in a national cemetery near
Chicago on Memorial Day, in a celebration of the first federally approved monument to
LGBT veterans.
A black granite slab flanked by two blocks of pale granite, the monument will feature the
five seals of the military’s main branches – the army, navy, marine corps, coast guard and air
force – as well as the the emblem of the merchant marines.
The memorial was planned by the Chicago chapter of the American Veterans for Equal
Rights (AVER) and approved in November by the interim undersecretary of memorial affairs
for the Department of Veterans Affairs, Ronald E Walters.
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Caring for a Sick Spouse? The
Fed Is Finally Here to Help
by John A. Melis and Gerald D. Latasa

Y

ou and your spouse happily marry in California. Then, a new
job opportunity takes you to South Carolina. While enjoying
the delicious food of the South and reminiscing on Stephen
Colbert’s bid for the presidency in 2008, you learn that your spouse
has come down with a serious illness.
You ask your boss for time off to take care
of your spouse, but your boss says “no.”
Stunned and confused you wonder what
your recourse is. Until recently, in some
states your employer could deny your
request for time off, simply based on the fact

same couple lived in a state which did not
recognize same sex marriage, then they were
out of luck.
The DOL has learned the error of its ways
and is set to release new regulations which
eliminate the residence-rule requirement.

The Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) now protects the jobs of same-sex couples who care for an
ill spouse regardless of where they reside.

your spouse was the same sex as you.
Fortunately, the federal government now
protects the jobs of same-sex couples who
care for an ill spouse regardless of where
they reside.
The Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA)
allows a worker to take time off from work
to care for themselves or a sick family
member. This includes taking time off for a
“spouse.” But the term “spouse” is tricky in
federal law. It used to be that the federal
government did not recognize same-sex
marriage. The Defense of Marriage Act
prevented the federal government from
recognizing valid same-sex marriages, as
marriage was limited to between a man and
a woman. The Supreme Court, however, was
on our side and found DOMA
unconstitutional in United States v. Windsor.
Federal agencies had to figure out how to
provide benefits to “spouses” under this
ruling. The Department of Labor (DOL), the
agency that enforces the FMLA, originally
adopted a “residence-rule.” If a legally
married same-sex couple lived in a state that
recognized same-sex marriage, then they
would be “spouses” under the FMLA. If that
22
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Now, a legally married same-sex couple will
be able to have FMLA benefits regardless of
whether or not the state they live in
recognizes same-sex marriage.
Of course, California is way ahead of the
game. California’s equivalent of the FMLA,
the California Family Rights Act (CFRA), has
recognized same-sex couples as spouses
since June 2013. Even under the older
regulations, Californians would still be
covered under the FMLA.
What makes this change important is the
growing recognition of the rights of same-sex
couples across the country. With the overturn
of “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” DOMA, and now
this change to FMLA, the momentum for full
equality for the LGBT community is
growing. Things are not quite perfect yet, but
soon enough the law will have to fully
recognize marriage equality.
John A. Melis is an associate in the Labor
Department at Mastagni Holstedt, APC.
Gerald D. Latasa is an associate in the
Workers’ Compensation Department at
Mastagni Holstedt, APC and co-chair of
SacLEGAL, Sacramento’s LGBT Bar
Association.
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Stop Prison Rape of
Transgender Woman
by Jael Humphrey, Ask Lambda Legal Lambda

Q

: My friend is a transgender woman in a men’s prison. Last
year she was raped, and I’m afraid it’ll happen again. Why
can’t she be moved to a women’s prison?

A: Your friend would probably be much
less likely to suffer sexual assault if she was
housed with other women in a woman’s
facility. But unlike Laverne Cox’s character
in Orange is the New Black, transgender
incarcerated people in the U.S. are still
usually housed according to the sex assigned
at birth, instead of by gender identity.
This practice makes transgender people
more vulnerable to harassment or attack by
staff or fellow incarcerated people. A
California study found that transgender
people were 13 times more likely to be
sexually assaulted than non-transgender
people in prison.
The practice of forcing transgender
women to stay in men’s facilities may be
changing. In 2002, Congress passed the
Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA), which
outlines steps that prisons, jails, confinement
facilities, and immigration detention
facilities should take to stop sexual abuse.
PREA requires prisons to make housing
decisions on a case-by-case basis. An
increasing number of localities — including
Cook County, IL; Cumberland, ME; Denver,
CO and Washington, D.C. have had success
with policies that classify people by gender
identity rather than sex assigned at birth.
PREA has other standards to protect LGBT
people from sexual abuse. For example,
facilities must screen incarcerated people for
vulnerability and separate them from likely
abusers; proactively investigate all
complaints; limit the use of solitary
confinement (which can cause serious
psychological damage); train staff about
issues specific to transgender people; and
have a written policy mandating “zero
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tolerance” toward sexual abuse.
While PREA carries financial penalties
for states that do not comply, it
unfortunately does not allow individuals to
file a lawsuit in court if it is violated.
However, the 1994 U.S. Supreme Court
decision Farmer v. Brennan provides
grounds for transgender people to argue
that the failure to protect them from sexual
abuse and other violence, and the failure to
provide transition-related health care, is
cruel and unusual punishment in violation
of the U.S. Constitution.
Still, survivors of sexual assault must be
aware that under the Prison Litigation
Reform Act (PLRA), people in custody who
wish to file a lawsuit in federal court must
first file an administrative grievance and
“exhaust” all of the procedures available in
their facility. The bulk of lawsuits filed by
prisoners are dismissed because they do
not know that they must first file a
grievance within the time period provided
by their facility and pursue it through
every level of appeal.
Enforcement and education are an uphill
climb. Lambda Legal is fighting to make
sure that transgender people everywhere
are treated with respect and that legislation
like PREA is implemented and enforced in
all 50 states.
For more information visit: www.
lambdalegal.org/know-your-rights/
prisoners/transgender.
Jael Humphrey, is the Lambda Legal
Criminal Justice and Police Misconduct
Strategist. He can be reached at Lambda
Legal’s Help Desk, 1-866-542-8336, or see
www.lambdalegal.org/help.
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Wedding
Services
Make it Special.
Make it Fats!

“Amazing food and incredible service...
Thank you, Fat’s Catering for making our
wedding day perfect!”–Michael & Clyde
1015 Front Street Old Sacramento 916-441-7966 fatscatering.com
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Ireland: Truly a Nation of Equals

“T

oday, we are more truly a nation of equals. The people of
Ireland have exercised their Constitutional right and by
direct vote they have said an emphatic ‘Yes’ to Equality.
We now join twenty other countries where same-sex marriage has
been made possible. We are the first country in the world to do so
by a vote of the people.”
Editors note: Outword’s Ireland office was
closed when the news of this tremendous
victory broke, so we thought we would
instead share with you this statement from
Yes Equality, the campaign that brought
marriage equality to Ireland. (Abridged)
“This referendum was all about belonging
– Irish lesbian and gay citizens had to ask
the Irish people if they too can belong to
Ireland and belong in Ireland. In their deep
generosity the Irish people have said ‘Yes’–
Yes, we belong. Today’s result means that
having been ‘branded and isolated’ for
decades, each lesbian and gay person knows
now that they too belong in Ireland, as full,
equal citizens.
It means more. It means that lesbian and
gay couples belong to each other in a rich,
new, and profound way. That lesbian and
gay parents belong anew to their children,
and their children to them. And that mothers
and fathers can now rest assured that their
lesbian and gay children belong in the same
way as all their children.
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It means that all of us – lesbian, gay,
straight, family members, friends, colleagues,
allies, voters – belong equally to the Irish
national family.
To the Irish people, to those who voted
‘Yes’, you have done something that should
make you forever proud. Do not forget this
moment, this moment when you were your
best self, when you chose to make your
mark for an Ireland that could be a better
and fairer place.
And to those who did not yet vote with us,
we hope that, as lesbian and gay couples
marry, you will see that we seek only to add
to the happiness and the security of the
diverse Irish national family.
This touching – this uplifting – outcome
belongs to the Irish people. When the
once-in-a-generation opportunity to make
this landmark change was put before us, we
grasped that opportunity with a resounding
‘Yes’.
Today’s result belongs to you. Be forever
proud of what you have done.

We will now add to our Constitution these
seventeen words: ‘Marriage may be
contracted in accordance with law by two
persons without distinction as to their sex.’
With these words, we make it possible for
our gay citizens to marry the person they
love.
The Irish people have shown their
compassion. They have shown profound and
touching generosity, humanity, and wisdom.
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They have made a historic change. The
majority said one simple word; for a
minority, that word means everything.
Their achievement is no less than this: that
today, we are true to the words of our
Proclamation: ‘The Republic guarantees
religious and civil liberty, equal rights and
equal opportunities to all its citizens …
cherishing all of the children of the nation
equally.’”
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Activist James Duke Mason
Named Pride Special Guest
Grand Marshal

J

ames Duke Mason, a 23-year-old LGBT and political activist,
has been named Special Guest Grand Marshal of the
Sacramento Pride Parade.

Mason, son of singer Belinda Carlisle and movement for LGBT equality, to do away
with a lot of the apathy out there and make
Morgan Mason, was named one of The
Advocate’s Forty Under 40 in 2010, at age 18 sure the next generation is politically
and he was a volunteer “Kid for Kerry”
James Duke
during the 2004 presidential campaign,
Mason
volunteered for Hillary Clinton’s 2007-2008
presidential campaign, and served as a U.S.
Congressional Page in summer 2008.
In 2012, he worked as a surrogate in
President Obama’s re-election campaign and
marched with the Obama contingent in the
Lansing, Michigan, Pride Parade. Also in
2012, he joined the LGBT film organization
OutFest as the youngest board member in
the organization’s 30-year history. He has
written for The Advocate, Huffington Post,
and Frontiers Magazine.
Mason said he is excited about being part
of Sacrament Pride, which will mark his first
visit to Sacramento.
“One of my biggest reasons for being part
of Sacramento Pride is to get more young
people involved in politics and in the

UNIVERSITY
AUDIOLOGIC
ASSOCIATES
Hearing Aid Sales & Service
Service Oriented.

Deborah Powell, M.S.

Mon-Fri:
8:30-5:00
Sat by Appt.

Major Brands Including:
Unitron, Widex, Phonak, Oticon & Others
Also offering custom earmolds for IPODs &
MP3 players and ear protection

State Licensed Audiologist with Over 25 Years
Experience. Specializing in Digital &
Programmable Technology Since 1988

1325 Howe Ave. Suite 101

916-927-3137

www.universityaudiologic.com
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engaged,” he said. “If we don’t have the
courage to stand up and express ourselves,
we won’t have any influence, any say in our
future. I hope my being Grand Marshal will
encourage more young people to attend
Sacramento Pride and send a message to
young LGBT people that we have a profile in
the movement, and we should take
advantage of it.”
Mason ran in a field of 12 for a 2015 City
Council seat in West Hollywood, where he
was born and returned to live five years ago.
Although he lost the council race, “By doing
it I was building a foundation for the future,”
he says. West Hollywood Mayor Lindsey
Horvath recently appointed him to a newly
created taskforce focused on encouraging
youth political participation.
While in Sacramento, Mason hopes to get
a special State Capitol tour, courtesy of West
L.A. Assemblymember Richard Bloom, and
to catch mom, Belinda Carlisle, who leads
the Sacramento Pride Festival entertainment
line-up, onstage. “I am incredibly proud of
my mom,” he said.
You can learn more mason at Facebook.
com/JamesDukeMason

Gender Health Center Leaders Named Pride
Community Grand Marshals

T

wo founders and leaders of the Gender Health Center,
Executive Director Ben Hudson and Operations Manager
Rachael Hudson, have been voted Community Grand
Marshals of the Sacramento Pride Parade.

non-profit organization focused on providing
an accessible therapy and counseling program
for the gender variant community. The
organization works to provide education,
advocacy and health and mental health
services with a specialization in gender and
sexual identities.
“I am so honored that my community sees
the work I do at Gender Health Center as
important,” said Rachael Hudson, “because
helping my community become stronger,
happier people just feels like love to me.”
Gender Health Center Clinical Director
David Nylund, Ph.D., LCSW, said Ben and
Rachael’s work has not only changed the lives
of many in the transgender community, but
also has provided invaluable training in gender
and sexual identity issues for numerous mental
health professionals.
Rachael and Ben Hudson have been elected by the community through an online vote to serve as
“As longstanding advocates and voices for
Sacramento Pride Parade Community Grand Marshals for their work with the Gender Health
the
transgender community, Ben and Rachael
Center (www.thegenderhealthcenter.org). Photo by Stevie Ellis.
are truly deserving of this recognition. Their
The online vote was conducted via social
tireless efforts have now come to fruition, and
to have the Sacramento queer community
media.
nominate Rachael and me as Grand Marshals the Gender Health Center has become this
Sponsored in part by The Niello Company,
of our Pride Parade in recognition of the work amazingly rich, empowering resource for
the Pride Parade, part of the annual all-day
we do at Gender Health Center to create access transgender individuals,” Nylund said.
Sacramento Pride Festival, will begin at 11
The Sacramento Pride Parade, which is free
to healthcare and advocacy as an act of social
a.m. on Saturday, June 6, proceeding on N
to spectators, will feature floats, cheerleaders,
justice.
Street from the intersection of N and 3rd
bands and performers, as well as contingents
“Social justice is a value the LGBTQ
streets and ending at 10th and N.
from churches, veterans and law enforcement
community was built on, and it is this
“As the child of queer parents who came of
community’s belief in justice that holds up the groups, businesses and non-profit
age in the ’60s, it has always been our family
roof at Gender Health Center. We have simply organizations. For information on being part of
tradition to attend Pride parades to celebrate
made the space available for healing to begin.” the Pride Parade, visit SacramentoPride.org/
the anniversary of the Stonewall Riots of
parade.
The Gender Health Center is a Sacramento
1969,” Ben Hudson said. “I am deeply honored
May 28, 2015 - June 11, 2015 • No. 529
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Meet Monsanto Employees at Sac Pride Celebration
by Bill Johnson, Ph.D.

T

his year, Monsanto’s local Diversity and Inclusion working
group and our LGBT employee resource group are
co-sponsoring our participation in the Sacramento LGBT
pride festival. We look forward to the opportunity to have direct
personal conversations about our work with our friends and
neighbors.
Monsanto is an agriculture company with
more than 20,000 dedicated employees
focused on making a balanced meal
accessible to everyone. We work to help
farmers produce food in a more sustainable
way, by providing them with the products to
make better harvests while minimizing land
use. We think holistically about how our
food is grown so that farmers have the tools
they need to make better harvests – to
provide a plate of vegetables, fruits, grains,
and meats within the reach of every family.
At Monsanto, we make seeds that produce
better crops, and our profit comes from
farmers’ choices to purchase our products in
a dynamic marketplace.
Locally in the Sacramento region we have
our global research headquarters for the
vegetable division with over 250 full time
employees plus up to 400 additional
seasonal workers and project-specific
contract employees. We also have
commercial seed production locations
throughout California. The majority of our
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work in the Sacramento region is focused on
assembling the optimum suite of in-the-seed
traits (such as flavor, color, yield, and disease
resistance) for fruit and vegetable crops
including tomatoes, peppers, melons, onions,
squash, sweet corn, broccoli, and others. The
seeds we produce in California are sold to
farmers in almost every country of the
world, and we take pride in the potential of
our products to produce more and better
food while conserving land and other natural
resources globally.
Monsanto has a strong commitment to
promoting diversity and equality in the
workplace, and has been recognized as one
of the 50 most diverse global companies (out
of more than 1600 companies in 2015) for
eight consecutive years by DiversityInc.
Monsanto has also been awarded the coveted
100 percent rating by the Human Rights
Campaign in their annual Corporate Equality
Index for the past four years, and has been
named one of the best places to work for
LGBT equality.

Bill Johnson, Ph.D.

Monsanto is a diverse collection of food
enthusiasts, farmers, parents, thinkers,
botanists, and innovators all striving for the
same thing: to grow enough food for
everyone. And because we seek to do it in a
way that helps protect the environment,
everybody wins.
Bill Johnson, Ph.D. is a native Californian
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and UC Davis graduate who breeds new
varieties of zucchini for the vegetable seed
markets of North and South America, North
Africa, and the Middle East. He has worked
for Seminis (now the vegetable division of
Monsanto) since 2000, and lives in the
Sacramento area with his husband. He can
be reached at squashbreeder@hotmail.com.
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Entertainment: More, Bigger
Live Acts at Capitol Mall

T

his year’s Sacramento Pride Festival will feature more and
bigger name live entertainment than any time in the event’s
26-year history, with top stars Belinda Carlisle and Cazwell
heating up the main stage.

luckybuddypetcare.com

916•505•4375
COME SEE US IN THE PET ZONE
AT THE SACRAMENTO PRIDE FESTIVAL
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Headlining the Pride Festival stage will be
singer Belinda Carlisle, former lead singer
for chart-topping all-girl punk bank The
Go-Go’s, who went on to produce numerous
top selling albums and hit singles in a
successful solo career.
Carlisle, who also has appeared at Pride
festivals in San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Chicago and a number of other cities,
recently expressed her excitement at
appearing at Sacramento Pride.
“My LGBT fans have long
been among my favorite
audiences, giving, fun and
free — they always energize
and inspire me,” Carlisle said.
“As someone with many
LGBT individuals in my life,
both personally and
professionally, performing at
Pride events has always been
very important to me. I’ve
heard so much about
Sacramento’s exciting Pride
Festival and cannot wait to
be there to make my voice
heard for LGBT equality and
to show my Sacramento fans
a great time.”
The entertainment line-up
also will include two stars
from RuPaul’s Drag Race,
Jujubee from Season 2, and
Kennedy Davenport, who
made it to the Final 4 before
being eliminated in Season 7
of the reality show
competition, currently airing
Mondays at 9 p.m. on Logo
TV. Jujubee’s RuPaul
appearance launched a career
encompassing a
professorship on RuPaul’s
Drag U, runway modeling for
Richie Rich during The
Mercedes Benz Fashion Week
2011, and an Absolut Vodka
commercial.
Also performing will be hip-hop artist
Cazwell, who became an overnight YouTube
sensation with his abs-revealing Ice Cream
Truck music video. He has since earned
hipster credibility with a steady flow of
danceable hip hop tracks, including “Rice &
Beans” and “I Seen Beyoncé At Burger King.”
Most recently his “No Selfie Control” became
the fourth single release from his soon-to-bereleased Hard 2 B Fresh album, following
last summer’s top 15 Billboard Club/Play hit
“Guess What?” in collaboration with British
pop star Luciana.
Sacramento songwriter and recording
artist Raquela began her career opening for
legendary acts like Judy Torres, Jonny O,
George LaMond, Stevie B and Susie Q. She
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has since made the Billboard charts five
times. In April she released the latest
come-back of her hit EP single
“Summertime” under the San Franciscobased H.O.P. (House Of Pride) Music label.
Raquela is currently working with Paul
Brewer (Sweet Feet Music), DJ X, and artist/
producer, Leo Frappier (Hit Save Music) and
preparing for her new dance record project,
OMG, I Just Keep On Dancin’, scheduled for
Sept. 9 at San Francisco’s Edge Bar.

DJ Rivers

Sacramento’s own singer-songwriter
Andrew Castro will offer the Pride Festival
audience a change of pace with an acoustic
upbeat pop sound. Castro, who has played
more than 350 venues since he began
touring nationally in 2013, recently released
his new EP album Inside/Out.
Thanks to the generous sponsorship of
Hewlett Packard, a new addition to Pride
2015 will be our DJ Stage, devoted to the
trademark sound of DJ River, known for his
ability to freestyle his sets, add creative
tricks and amazing transitions on the fly.
The Sacramento Pride Festival will be on
Saturday, June 6, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
Capitol Mall. Visit www.sacramentopride.org
for more information.
outwordmagazine.com

Railroad Museum Hosting
Monthly Speaker Series

T

he California State Parks and the California State Railroad
Museum are presenting a monthly Summer Speaker
Series that will look at the importance of the railroads to
Sacramento and California.
With monthly presentations at 6 p.m. on
scheduled evenings inside the Museum’s East
Theater, the Summer Speaker Series will be
highlighted by local historians and/or special
guests who will present lectures covering a
wide range of compelling rail and history
related topics.
The series will coincide with the special
“Thursday Night at the Museum” extended
hours program when the museum is open
every Thursday until 8 p.m. from Memorial
Day through Labor Day 2015.
May 28: Sutter’s Town: Then and Now
presented by Shirley Burman
Shirley Burman, documentary

California State Railroad Museum, will
explain and illustrate how the railroad
played a major role in helping to save
Sacramento long before the city was
proclaimed the “Farm-to-Fork” capital or
even the “City of Trees.” He will share
insights about how the railroads and rivers
converged and worked together for many
years to shape the Sacramento we know
today.
August 27: Makin’ Tracks: Sacramento
to Reno presented by Shirley Burman
Shirley Burman, documentary
photographer, artist and railroad women’s
historian, will present a history rich lecture

photographer, artist and railroad women’s
historian, will present a visually exciting
photographic lecture highlighting 30 years of
Old Sacramento that captures its rise from
decay, how the riverfront changed over time
from a cement wall to a bustling boardwalk
with restaurants, museums and visiting
boats, to the popular destination it is today.
June 25: Showdown at the Shops: The
1894 Pullman Strike in Sacramento by
William Berg
William (Bill) Berg, Railroad Museum
volunteer, respected local author and
historian for California State Parks, Office of
Historic Preservation, Registration Unit, will
narrate a fascinating lecture and presentation
about the railroad strike of 1894 when
Sacramento was a city with sharply divided
loyalties and the stage for the most dramatic
confrontation between employee and
employer in the city’s history.
July 23: How the Railroad Saved the
River City by Paul Hammond
Paul Hammond, Museum Director of the

and photographic journey that covers both
time and distance from Sacramento to Reno.
Guests will travel back in time to reflect on
the first steamboat on the Sacramento River,
horse and wagon rides over emigrant trails
and dirt roads, train trips over the first
Transcontinental Railroad Route, and the
first automobiles on the transcontinental
Lincoln Highway.
The special Summer Speaker Series
presentations will last approximately 45
minutes and include a question and answer
period following each lecture. All normal
museum admission prices apply during the
Summer Speaker Series and “Thursday
Night at the Museums” extended hours
program.
Railroad Museum admission is $10 for
adults, $5 for youths (ages 6-17), and children
ages five and under are free. More
information about the California State
Railroad Museum is available at 916-3239280 or www.csrmf.org.
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Official
Guide
Saturday, June 6th
The Parade Starts at 11am The Festival
FREE

Sponsored by The Niello
Company, Performance
Chevrolet, PG&E and
California State Fair
& Exposition; 2015
Parade participants
include the Wells Fargo
Stage Coach, PG&E,
Sacramento Police and
Fire, Sacramento Kings,
CARES Community Health, Sacramento Valley Veterans and
much more! Following the parade, spectators can use the
festival entrance on 7th and Capitol Mall.

Grand
Marshals

11am - 5pm
Capitol Mall Between 3rd & 7th Streets
Adults - $10 Children 5 & under - FREE

Parking
official Pride
Parking: only
$10 for all-day Parking
A portion of your parking fee
will go to support Sacramento
Pride and the programs and
services of Sacramento LGBT Community Center.
official Pride Parking locations: ($10 per car)

• 300 Capitol Mall – enter on the corner of 3rd and N Streets.
• 400 Capitol Mall (Wells Fargo Tower).
• 621 Capitol Mall – enter on 7th Street, right before Capitol
Mall.

• Check www.sacramentopride.org before you leave home for
traffic alerts or changes.

2015 Pride Parade
Special Guest Grand Marshal

2015 Pride Parade Community Grand Marshals

LBGT Youth & Political Activist

Executive Director & Operations Manager
Gender Health Center

Ben & Rachel hudson

James duke mason

N Street

Parade End

metered or time-limited . . . Be careful.

Transit and Zip Car. RT Light Rail will take you right to the
Festival Grounds.

Grandstand
Parade Start

• Parking near the Pride Parade start (3rd & N Streets) is often
• If you drive, plan to arrive early. Parking fills early.
• Support our generous Sacramento Pride sponsors, Regional

10th Street

9th Street

Entrances

8th Street

Capitol Mall / Festival Area

7th Street

6th Street

5th Street

4th Street

3rd Street

L Street

Parking hints and Tips:
• Please note: Meters and limited-time parking are enforced
on Saturday and will be strictly monitored by the City of
Sacramento.

Entertainment
A
B
C
Entrance

5th Street

4th Street

3rd Street

The 2015 Sacramento Pride will feature two stages, the
Capitol City Stage and the HP Stage. The Line up for the
Capital City Stage is printed on the right of this page and
The HP Stage will feature one of NorCal’s fastest rising
DJ’s - DJ RIVER!

Entrance

7th Street

Entertainment Stages

L Street

6th Street

Highlights

Capitol Mall
Festival Area

D
E
F
G
H

Kids Zone

Entrance

N Street

Sponsored by Sierra Forever Families & UC Davis Health System

Sponsored by Sierra Forever Families and UC Davis Health
Systems, the Kids Zone will be full of fun activities for the
kiddos and their families. Located in front of the Wells Fargo
building, the Kids Zone will have a jump house, face painting,
fake tattoo art, LGBT friendly coloring, the bubble zone, a
book read of “Tale of Two Mommies” by a youth from the
local Girl Scouts Troupe and much more!

Capitol City Stage Line Up
12:00pm Opening
Ceremonies
12:15pm

Sponsored by the Crocker Art Museum, this year’s Art Zone
will feature art by John S. Huerta, Yolie Reyes and Ms. Vihil
Vigil, who is also curating the Art Zone. Bring the kids by to
experience “Life All Around” where they can create their
own free works of Art.

Dance Pavilion
Sponsored by Badlands, Susies, and Jackson Rancheria
Casino Resort, the Dance Pavilion will spinning a mix of
today’s hottest music, Latin, club hits and more! Put on
your dancing shoes and join the fun!
Switchblade

DJ Swex

Ross FM

DJ Robert Long

DJ Lady

Good Fellas

belinda carlisle

Taylor Chicks

12:45pm Cheer SF
& SAC Spirit

Art Zone

Jammin’ Jo

Entrance

HP Stage
Art Zone
Kids Zone
Food Court
Dance Pavilion
Capitol City Stage
LGBT Community
Center
Farm to Fork Area

1:15pm

Jason Pettit

1:30pm

Andrew Castro

2:00pm

Raquela

2:30pm

Cheer SF
& SAC Spirit

3:00pm

Cazwell

3:30pm

Belinda Carlisle

International Recording Artist

cazwell

Billboard Dance
Recording Artist

kennedy
davenport

RuPaul’s Drag Race Star
Season 7

jujubee

RuPaul’s Drag Race Star
Season 2

andrew castro

4:15pm

Kennedy
Davenport,
JuJuBee &
Guests

Sacramento Singer/Songwriter

raquela

Recording Artist

Thank You!
2015 Sacramento Pride Sponsors: Support Those Who Support Our Community
Sacramento Pride would not be possible without the support of our generous sponsors! Please stop by their Festival exhibits and patronize
their businesses and organizations throughout the year.

California Musical Theater California State Fair & Exposition Cares Community Health Chipotle Comerica Bank Comstock’s Councilmember Steve Hansen Crocker Art Museum East Bay Express
Front Street Animal Shelter Greatful Dog Daycare Kaiser Permanente Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort Lucky Buddy Pet Care Lumens The Niello Company Monsanto Company Performance Chevrolet PG&E
Sacramento Natural Foods Co-Op Safeway Schools Financial Credit Union Sierra Forever Families Susies US Bank UC Davis Health System Westfield Galleria at Roseville Whole Foods Market Zipcar
Funded in part by the Sacramento Convention & Visitors Bureau through funds generated by the Tourism Assessment Fee

Thank You, Sacramento Pride Volunteers
Sacramento Pride depends upon the commitment and hard work of hundreds of volunteers.
When you see someone wearing a yellow Pride Volunteer shirt, it means that person has
donated their personal time to helping make Sacramento Pride a success. Take a minute to
say hello and thanks for their contributions to our Sacramento community.

Board of Directors, LGBT Community Center
David Heitstuman

Todd Koolakian

Shaun-Adrian Choflå

Tre Borden
Stephanie Doute
Sage Fox

President

Vice President

Glenda Corcoran
Treasurer

Secretary

Susan Hough
Dr. Darin Latimore
Carlos Marquez
Melissa
McMurrey

Poshi Mikalson
George Raya

Staff, LGBT Community Center
Donald L. Bentz

Kent McCord

Katie Campbell

Julia Robinson

Executive Director
Director of Programs

Facilities Director & Volunteer Manager
Director of Development

Program Coordinators, LGBT Community Center
Alysia Angel

Kira Schetter

Elena Costa

Jesse Archer

Kaylee Hrisoulas

Chris Packey

Youth Programs Coordinator

Drop-In & Community Groups Coordinator

Health Program Coordinator

Peer Youth Advocate

Community Resources Coordinator

Peer Youth Advocate

Volunteer Program Coordinators
Enrique Manjarrez

Silke Schulz

Lori Pranger

Keyko Torres-Oki

Testing Lead

Outreach & Training Coordinator

Community Resources Lead

Arts & Culture Coordinator

Pride Committee Members
Eric Barber
Johnathan Cameron
Rob Clemons
Kaye Crawford

Michael
Crawford
Jeremy Fristoe
Jay Hyde

Will Keenan
Brandon McElhaney
Fred Palmer
Ken Pierce

Tony Southworth
Tyler Riedel
Brian Vaccarezza

About Sacramento LGBT Community Center
The Sacramento LGBT Community Center creates events,
programs and pathways to services that help lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender people feel welcome, needed and safe.
The Center works to support homeless and vulnerable LGBTQ
youth and improve their ability to make positive life choices. We
seek to prevent new HIV infections, support HIV/AIDS affected
individuals, and the reduce stigma associated with HIV and
mental illness as well as improve access to culturally competent
health resources and improve health coverage rates in the LGBT
community. We provide a connection to culturally responsive
and supportive community resources as well as educational
opportunities for LGBT family building, economic empowerment,
and access legal services.
We aim to increase the cultural responsiveness of businesses,
organizations, and public agencies throughout the region by
providing workshops and sensitivity trainings. The Center’s
community groups offer support for everyone from those newly
coming out to armed services personnel, from the youngest Girl
Scout to the oldest person in our elders group. We have long
been an advocate for LGBT rights, provided enriching volunteer
opportunities, and encouraged a diversity of artistic expression
and community events.
We thank you for your support of Pride and ask you to consider
investing in your community center year round by becoming a
monthly contributor at SacCenter.org today!

Crocker Pride Art Mix Takes a
Bacchanal Twist

W

ith opnely gay artist David Ligare’s classically inspired art
on exhibition, this year’s Crocker Pride Art Mix will be
filled with togas, wine, freedom and ecstasy — a bacchanal!

Ligare in his home studio. Image courtesy of MontereyCountyWeekly.com

The Crocker invites you to flex your muscles and strut your stuff to the DJ’s beats. You can
also find your muse with games inspired by David Ligare’s nod to Greco-Roman classicism
and be enchanted by the snake charmer.
Will you choose a night of pleasure or virtue? If you choose pleasure, there will be food
and drink discounts during happy hour from 4 – 6 p.m. and $5 drink specials all night long.
If you choose virtue, you can be the designated chariot driver.
The Pride Art Mix, from 5 - 9 p.m. on June 11 is free for Museum members and free with
general admission for nonmembers.. The Crocker is located at 216 O St. for more
information, visit CrockerArtMuseum.org.
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The S.F. International LGBTQ
Film Fest Returns
by Chris Narloch

T

he ubiquitous James Franco continues his exploration of all
things queer and questioning in director Justin Kelly’s highlyanticipated drama I Am Michael, which tells the controversial
true story of Michael Glatze, a former San Francisco-based gay
rights activist who renounces his homosexuality and becomes a
Christian pastor.

James Franco and Zachary Quinto star in I Am Michael.

That intriguing-sounding film will be the
Opening Night selection at the Frameline39:
San Francisco International LGBTQ Film
Festival, which runs from June 18-28.
That’s 11 days of daring documentaries,
fascinating features, scintillating shorts,
flashback films, and more, at the following
five venues: the Castro Theatre, Roxie
Theater and Victoria Theatre in San
Francisco; the Rialto Cinemas Elmwood in
Berkeley; and the Landmark Theatre in
Oakland.
The world’s oldest and largest celebration
of queer cinema will wrap up with Bare, the
Closing Night Film from director Natalia
Leite starring Glee girl Dianna Agron.
In Bare, Agron plays a young woman
living in a small desert town in Nevada, who
becomes romantically involved with a
female drifter and is led into a life of drugs,
stripping, and psychedelic spiritual
experiences.
In between those two must-see movies,
there will be documentary portraits of Chuck
Holmes, the founder of Falcon Studios, and
of The Normal Heart by playwright Larry
Kramer, as well as one focusing on the
struggles and triumphs of LGBTQ pro
athletes such as Martina Navratilova, David
Kopay, Jason Collins, and Brittney Griner.
I also plan to see Naz & Maalik, a film
about two closeted Muslim teens whose
secretive behavior starts to look like
potential terrorism to the FBI.
38
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For more information about this year’s San
Francisco International LGBTQ Film Festival,
visit www.frameline.org.
Frameline isn’t the only Bay Area
organization having a film festival this June.
The 14th SF Documentary Film Festival also
has a superb slate of cinema planned for
June 4-18 at the Roxie Theatre, Brava
Theater, and Vogue Theater in San Francisco.
Among its many offerings this year, SF
DocFest will present a film about the
rejection of sexual identity, Three To Infinity:
Beyond Two Genders, Lonny Shavelson’s
groundbreaking look at the transgender
community.
Three To Infinity: Beyond Two Genders
screens on Friday, June 5 at 9:15 p.m. at the
Roxie Theatre and again on Monday, June 15
at 7 p.m. at the Roxie.
And if you missed the recent sold-out
Sacramento screenings of Colin Hanks’
Tower Records documentary, All Things
Must Pass, you’ll have another chance to see
the explosive rise and tragic fall of that
iconic Sacramento-based company, and the
legacy forged by its larger-than-life leader
Russ Solomon.
Director Colin Hanks and producer Sean
Stuart will be in attendance when All Things
Must Pass screens on Opening Night,
Thursday, June 4 at 8 p.m. at Brava Theater
in San Francisco.
For more information about SF DocFest,
please visit www.sfindie.com.
outwordmagazine.com

Bonnie Raitt Rocks the Strawberry Music Festival

T

en time Grammy winner Bonnie Raitt drew hundreds of out-of-towners
to the Strawberry Music Festival where her one night concert fit right in
with the harmonious energy of the festival held May 21 — 25.

No one can deny Bonnie’s presence. I refer to this
concert as a potential episode of Oprah’s Master
Class, considering the setting and artist. It was
truly beyond description.
Smash hits such as “Something To Talk About”
and “I Can’t Make You Love Me” emerged from her
soul, in her own distinctive way. Armed with an
array of guitars and an all-star band, Bonnie
demanded respect and earned it humbly.
The Strawberry Music Festival, held annually at
the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, is
an idyllic setting for a summer music festival. The
high spirited country event blends right in with the
aromatic pines of this mountain retreat tucked up
off of highway 49, only an hour drive from
Downtown Sacramento.
It’s not just about the music of course. Local
vendors trucked in hand made goods, food vendors
smiled with a genuine freindliness and skilled
CMTs wrapped patrons in therapeutic touch and
music workshops revived the artist in all of us.
As you walk inside the gates, be prepared to slow
down. You may even want to nap, which is a
perfectly fine idea because this event offers a full
weekend camping option. Campers flowed
peacefully from their sites to the main festival area
throughout the day. I would imagine that some
weekend patrons may find themselves growing
extended families by the end of the event.

40
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by Colt Mcgraw
Bonnie Raitt

Concert attendees formed colorful rows of
seating with their own lawn chairs with the help
of festival volunteers. Clear mountain music
filled the space with graceful and joyous tones.
I became an instant fan of the David Myles Trio
from Canada. In fact my old friend Jonny and I
found ourselves syncing up while spontaneously
singing as we weaved through the pines.
Bonnie performed for just one night only,
Friday. The crowd gathered in their comfortable
evening camp wear, that included everything
from boots to blankets. The concert area took
place on a natural green meadow. Just as the
night fully consumed the day light Bonnie
emerged after a charismatic mountain
introduction.
Thousands rose to their feet to give their
thanks as Bonnie closed her concert set and
then retreated graciously to their camp sites for
the evening.
This event will remain on my radar for many
years to come. I urge you to check out their
website, strawberrymusic.com, for more
information and to help you plan your weekend
next year!
Colt McGraw is a freelance writer in
Sacramento, and frequent contributor to
Outword. He can be reached at mrcoltmcgraw@
yahoo.com.
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Chicago Gets Bougie This Pride
by Paul Hutnick

P

ride Wars have long been fought between San Francisco and
New York, and why not? Like Sacramento, both are highclass cities with fabulous things to see and do.

San Francisco has its beautiful sweeping
views, cable cars, trendy Haight-Ashbury,
and, of course, the Golden Gate Bridge. New
York has Broadway, Wall Street, the Statue of
Liberty with her fierce crown and miles of
fancy limousines. Sacramento has the Tower
Bridge and soon the ESC and Street Cars.
San Francisco and New York (not so much
Sacramento) also share one big thing in
common – both cities are gay. Pretty, pretty,

great time.
How will Queen Bee Ho close out the
weekend?
For her petite size, Queen Bee Ho
commands every stage she’s on. She is a
rising star who hasn’t needed RuPaul’s Drag
Race to get booked all over the country. She
is musically versatile, and can slay a normal
drag show or a circuit party production with
expert precision. The music never stops at

Get $
$2
20
0
®
in Orbucks
from Orbitz!

Getting Bougie in Chicago

Text “EQUALITY”
to 50101

gay.
But another city can stake claim to being
glittery gay, and it has its own stylish
architecture and a skyline bristling with
skyscrapers. We’re talking Chicago.
If you’re tired of doing the same coastal
Pride parties over and over, year after year,
why not try something less couture but still
pretty damn fashionable this year? The
Windy City is stepping up to the plate and
celebrating pride Bougie style with
Neverland’s “Bougie Ball”.
Neverland promises their “Bougie Ball”
will be a beautiful blend of every A-List gay
(muscle boys, drag queens, bears,
transsexuals, and people of all races) all
dressed to impress.
As creator Anthony DiFiore told Outword,
“Bougie is a lifestyle. Get into it.” He explains
more:
What exactly is a Bougie Ball?
Bougie Ball is a celebration of all things
rich and fabulous. We think it will be fun for
everyone to come out that night dressed in
their absolute best.
Aren’t most gay guys bougie already?
Exactly! Everyone has their high-end stuff
that they would normally never wear to a
nightclub. But this is the Bougie Ball! The
looks will be on point.
Are knock-offs allowed?
No one cares if the Giuseppe’s on your feet
are real or from some factory in China. The
Bougie Ball is about feeling fabulous from
the moment you walk into the party. If you’re
a hot mess by the end of the night, then
hopefully that’s just because you had a really
outwordmagazine.com

our parties, so throughout Ivan Gomez’s set
at the Pride Closing Party, Queen Bee will
surprise everyone with two high-energy
performances that will take the party to the
next level.
Neverland Pride takes place in Chicago on
Saturday, June 27 and Sunday, June 28. For
additional information, visit
www.neverlandchicago.com.

No waiting to rack up
thousands of points earn instantly

Chicago

Instantly redeem
your Orbucks on tens of
thousands of hotels
worldwide

Bonus Orbucks Terms & Conditions:
Message and data charges may apply to each message sent and received. You will
receive up to two automated text messages. By providing your email address, you
agree to become an Orbitz Rewards member and agree to the program terms
(orbitz.com/rewards) and Orbitz privacy policy (orbitz.com/info/win?id=PrivacyPolicy). Bonus Orbucks are for new Orbitz Rewards members only and expire six
months after being deposited. Limit one EQUALITY bonus Orbucks deposit per new
member. Not all carriers covered. Limited time offer.
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Stylish hotels with plenty of personality,
perfect for the savvy traveler.
866.406.2782 | AquaGayTravel.com
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Neil Patrick Harris To Narrate
and Tango makes three

E

mmy and Tony Award-winning actor Neil Patrick Harris
narrate a new edition of Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell’s
bestselling, groundbreaking children’s book and Tango
makes three.
The story, illustrated by Henry Cole, will
be available as a book and CD combination,
as a standalone audiobook, and as an e-book
with audio on June 2, from Simon &
Schuster Audio, Simon & Schuster Books for
Young Readers and Little Simon.
Selected as an ALA Notable Children’s
Book and a Lambda Literary Award Finalist,
and Tango makes three is the bestselling,
heartwarming true story of two penguins
who create a nontraditional family at the
Central Park Zoo.
Penguins Roy and Silo were a little bit
different from the others, but their desire for
a family was the same, and with the help of
a kindly zookeeper, they get the chance to
welcome a baby penguin of their very own.
In its straightforward presentation of two
same-sex partners creating a family, and
Tango makes three is one of the first picture
books of its kind.
“With his spot-on narration, Neil Patrick
Harris wonderfully animates these
unforgettable penguins,” said Chris Lynch,
President & Publisher of Simon & Schuster
Audio. “It’s joyful listening for all families.”
Harris is best known for his four-time
Emmy-nominated performance as Barney
Stinson on How I Met Your Mother as well as
the title role on Doogie Howser, M.D., for
which he received a Golden Globe
nomination.
He recently appeared in 2014’s blockbuster

Neil patrick Harris will narrate a new audio
version of and Tango makes three.

hit Gone Girl, The Smurfs (2011) and The
Smurfs 2 (2013). He also starred as a
fictionalized version of himself in the Harold
& Kumar series, and played the title role in
Joss Whedon’s musical web series Dr.
Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog.
“Neil Patrick Harris enhances the charm
and the drama of this story via his narration,
and we are delighted to be celebrating the
book’s tenth anniversary,” said David Gale,
Vice President, Editorial Director of Simon &
Schuster Books for Young Readers.
“Although and Tango makes three has been
on ALA’s list of ‘Most Frequently Challenged
Books’ many times, readers worldwide have
embraced its heartwarming message about
the true nature of family and love.”
Available June 2 at www.audio.
simonandschuster.com.

SF Indiefest to Show Three to
Infinity: Beyond Two Genders

The 14th SF Documentary Film Festival features Three to Infinity, exploring the world of people
who identify as neither male nor female: agender, gender neutral, gender queer, and more. The
festival runs from June 4 - 18. For a complete schedule and listing of films, visit sfindie.com.
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LGBT Must-See TV
by Chris Narloch

A

lthough I still love going to the movies, the more thoughtful
and gay-friendly storylines on Netflix and HBO have made
the small screen a safe place again for folks like me who
used to despair that the only things on television were singing
competitions and heterosexual dating shows like The Bachelor.
Speaking of Netflix and HBO, I recently watched two excellent productions — an HBO
original movie with Queen Latifah as Bessie Smith, and a new 13-part Netflix series starring
Lily Tomlin and Jane Fonda — that are definitely worth catching if you haven’t seen them
already.

Bessie

I wouldn’t have thought to cast talk show host and former rapper Queen Latifah as the
Queen of the Blues, but Bessie, a long-gestating dream project for Latifah, turns out to be a
sensational bio-pic of Bessie Smith, the brilliant singer who was a huge star in the 1920s.
Openly gay director Dee Rees – she also helmed the excellent lesbian coming out drama
Pariah – doesn’t shy away from Smith’s complicated personal history, and — shows the
singer in bed with both men and women.
Realism was obviously important to Rees and Latifah, and Bessie never feels clichéd, even
though the movie makes it clear that Smith’s own life sometimes paralleled the pain she
sang about in great blues classics such as “Young Woman’s Blues,” “Nobody Knows You
When You’re Down and Out” and “Empty Bed Blues.”
Director and star can be proud of this classy, expensive-looking movie, which features a
lot of great music and a terrific supporting cast that includes Khandi Alexander, Mike Epps,
and a superb Mo’Nique as the other great bisexual blues singer, Ma Rainey.

Queen Latifah as Bessie Smith

Grace and Frankie

Over at Netflix, Lily Tomlin and Jane Fonda are giving Kevin Spacey (House of Cards) a
run for his money with their new comedy series that centers on two 70-something women
who learn that their husbands have been having a longstanding affair and are dumping
them now that gay marriage is legal in California.
Luckily, the gay husbands (played by the terrific pair of Martin Sheen and Sam Waterston)
are not the focus of the show, and instead Grace and Frankie is a very funny and even
moving dramedy about a mature female friendship that develops between two women who
formerly were rivals. Fonda and Tomlin are terrific.

Jane Fonda and Lily Tomlin in Grace and Frankie
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Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Stages
Fingersmith
he OSF (Oregon Shakespeare Festival) world premiere

T

production of Fingersmith, based on the 2002 novel by Sarah
Waters, is now playing in Ashland, Oregon.

Erica Sullivan and Sara Bruner star in Fingersmith at OSF.

Directed by Bill Rauch, and adapted by Alexa Junge, Fingersmith is billed as “a wild ride
of a Victorian crime thriller,” and it should delight LGBT audiences with its erotic twists and
turns.
At first, the job seems simple: all pickpocket Sue Trinder has to do is help a con man
cheat a gullible young heiress out of her fortune.
But nothing is quite what it seems in this gritty mystery set in 19th-century England.
As the twisting story sends Sue spiraling through squalid London streets, madhouses and
a stifling mansion with a ghastly secret, it leads her to the most dangerous landscape of all:
awakening sexuality.
Fingersmith plays through July 9 at OSF’s Angus Bowmer Theatre. For more information,
visit www.osfashland.org.
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Wild Canadian film Mommy arrives on DVD

T

he Canadian film Mommy, in French with English subtitles,
shared the Cannes Jury Prize in 2014 and subsequently
received a limited theatrical release. The must-see movie is
now on DVD.
The film opens in a juvenile lockdown
facility. A mother named Diane (Anne
Dorval) is speaking to an employee at the
facility about a recent altercation her
15-year-old son Steve (Antoine Olivier Pilon)
was involved in. Steve had severely injured
another boy and was now unable to remain
at the facility.
While the employee urges Diane to
explore psychiatric facilities and other
options for supervised rehabilitation, Diane
insists that she should bring Steve home
with her. Diane believes that she will be able
to control Steve’s behavior and help him
cope with all of the issues that he is facing.
Upon their arrival home, Steve
immediately begins to exhibit symptoms of
the varying mental illnesses he is suffering
from. His behavior ranges from pleasant to
violent to manic to caring. It is this cycle and
combination of both good and bad behaviors
that inspire Diane to remain hopeful and
consistent in her attempts to console him.
But when Diane does attempt to confront
Steve about his impulsive and irrational
actions, she is immediately attacked and shut
down.
Regardless of the toxic environment, Diane
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by Frances Marlatt

is a single mother whose time is split
between helping and homeschooling her
troubled son, coping with the loss of her
husband, and working odd jobs whenever
possible to pay the bills and buy groceries.

Anne Dorval and Antoine-Olivier Pilon in Mommy.

still holds strong to her intention of
This leaves Diane often feeling hopeless and
ultimately facilitating in his emotional and
overwhelmed by the inconsistency of their
mental recovery. In reality, however, Diane is daily lives.
unable to put all of her focus on Steve. She
Soon Diane and Steve meet their next-
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door neighbor, Kyla (Suzanne Clement).
Kyla is a very sweet woman who is
incredibly shy and introverted. Kyla is
drawn to Diane and Steve after witnessing
the combination of love and toxicity
present in their relationship. Kyla begins to
spend more time with the family, which
ultimately culminates in a very sincere
and therapeutic reciprocal friendship
between the three individuals.
As time goes on it is clear that Steve’s
behavioral issues are in no way improving
but instead atrophying. And here in lies
the story of how virulent a situation can
become before a person is willing to set
aside their inherent convictions and seek
outside help.
Mommy is not a film about failing, but a
film about maintaining and relying on
optimism. Featuring outstanding
performances from its three leads and the
intense directorial style of the openly gay,
26-year-old prodigy Xavier Dolan, Mommy
is an emotionally raw exploration of the
lengths to which a person will go to save
someone they love.
Its underlying message is one of love
and loss, hope and hopelessness, and
illness and recovery.
Frances Marlatt is a Forensic Mental
Health Worker in Sacramento with a
passion for writing and an excessive love
of great indie films. She can be reached at
francesmarlatt@yahoo.com.
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Tony Fever Heats Up New
York Stages

T

by Chris Narloch

he first group of performers scheduled to appear on the Tony
Awards this June has been announced, and the big news is
that the cast of Finding Neverland, including stars Matthew
Morrison and Kelsey Grammer, will appear on the telecast, despite
the fact that their show was totally shut out of the nominations.

Tony nominees Kristin Chenoweth and Andy Karl star in the Tony-nominated revival of On The
Twentieth Century.

(That high-profile Broadway musical is a
big hit at the box office and has already
announced plans for a tour so don’t feel too
sorry for its lack of love from critics and
Tony voters.)
Since I was one of those folks who didn’t
much care for Finding Neverland, I am more
excited by the hosts of this year’s Tony
Awards and by the other big Broadway
names scheduled to appear on the show.
The adorable and multi-talented Kristin
Chenoweth, who will bring her concert tour
to Sacramento this September, will co-host
this year’s Tony Awards with the great Alan
Cumming.
As in past years, the telecast will feature
performances from most of this season’s
nominated musicals, as well as other shows
seen on Broadway over the past year.
In addition to Chenoweth and Cumming,
the legendary Chita Rivera is slated to
appear, with a number from The Visit, her
current Broadway musical, and Lincoln
Center Theater’s gorgeous new staging of

52

Outword Magazine

May 28, 2015 - June 11, 2015 • No. 529

The King and I will be represented by Keilli
O’Hara, Ken Watanabe and the rest of the
cast.
The two shows that are the frontrunners
for Best (New) Musical, Fun Home and An
American in Paris, are sure to appear on the
telecast, and On The Town, my favorite
among the nominees for Best Revival of a
Musical, will no doubt perform live as well.
I am also hoping for a scene from The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the NightTime, a stunning work about an autistic
young man trying to solve a mystery and my
personal pick for Best Play this year.
You can watch these show-stopping
performances, and many more, when the
69th Annual Tony Awards is broadcast live
on CBS from Radio City Music Hall in New
York City, on Sunday evening, June 7.
For a complete list of the 2015 Tony
nominees, go to www.tonyawards.com.
To read Chris Narloch’s reviews of many of
this year’s nominated shows, please visit
www.OutwordMagazine.com.
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Four To See On DVD

A

lmost every gay-friendly movie — even the bad ones — seems to receive a
DVD release nowadays, making it difficult to separate the sure-fire films
from those that are a waste of your precious time and money.

Here are four new releases that
guarantee something for just about
everyone on the rainbow spectrum.

Eat With Me

Seen through the eyes of a
mother and her gay son who must
reconnect, heal, and grow together
to save the son’s Chinese
restaurant, writer/director
David Au has created a
touching and personal tribute
to his Chinese-American
family and to the healing
powers of food and love.
Set in Los Angeles, this
emotional and redemptive
story features adept
performances and a cameo
by iconic actor George Takei
(Star Trek). Starring Sharon
Omi, Teddy Chen Culver,
Aidan Bristow and Nicole
Sullivan.

community, the series stars an
ensemble cast including Jennifer
Beals, Leisha Hailey, Laurel
Holloman, Pam Grier, Katherine
Moennig and Mia Kirshner

Boy Meets Girl

Featuring a breakout
performance from “trans” actress

Orange is the New
Black — Season Two

The L Word: The
Complete Series

Re-experience all the
beauty and chaos of the
drama series that follows a
fascinating group of women
as they navigate through
their lives and loves. Filled
with complex characters, some
straight and some gay, The L Word
aired for six acclaimed seasons on
Showtime.
Creating both a loyal fan base
and television history with its
iconic portrayal of the lesbian
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romantic-dramedy follows the lives
of three “twenty-somethings” living
in Kentucky, including Ricky, a
transwoman.
Will Ricky find love with the
beautiful rich girl Francesca
(Alexandra Turshen) or with her
lifelong best pal Robby (Michael
Welch)? You’ll just have to
see for yourself.

Michelle Hendley, the tender and
poignant coming-of-age drama Boy
Meets Girl garnered numerous
awards during its theatrical and
festival runs.
Written and directed by Eric
Schaeffer (If Lucy Fell), the

Based on the bestselling memoir by Piper
Kerman, this hugely
popular dark comedy
from Weeds creator Jenji
Kohan is a
groundbreaking show and
the winner of Best
Comedy Series at the
Critics’ Choice Awards.
Orange Is the New
Black is a fiercely funny
series that follows Piper
Chapman (Taylor
Schilling) after a crime
she committed in her past
sends her to an allwomen’s prison with an
unforgettable and irreverent group
of fellow inmates.
Shocking revelations and new
arrivals shake up the lives and
relationships of Litchfield’s
prisoners in this highly anticipated
second season.
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A Toast to the Mad Men

A

MC’s Mad Men may have come to an end, but that doesn’t
mean the party is over. And besides, there will always be
re-runs and DVDs, so let’s lift a glass to the 1960s where
four martini lunches helped shape America.

So whether you fancy yourself a Don Draper, sipping on a Dewar’s Old Fashioned or a
modern woman like Megan, serving an elegant St-Germain cocktail, here are some cocktail
recipes inspired by the show:

Sapphire Ultimate Martini

1 ½ parts Bombay Sapphire Gin
A whisper of Martini & Rossi vermouth
Chill a martini glass. Fill the glass half of the shaker with ice, coat the inside of the glass
shaker with vermouth, discard the ice and vermouth and refill with ice, pour in Bombay
Sapphire holding the base of glass shaker, stir, pour into a martini glass. Garnish with an
olive or twist.

Cali Daiquiri

2 oz Caliche Rum
1 oz Fresh Lime Juice
¾ oz Cane Syrup (preferred) or Simple Syrup
1 Fresh Strawberry
Garnish: Strawberry
In a mixing tin, combine all ingredients, lightly muddle the strawberry (do not shred to
pieces). In ice shaker shake vigorously until well chilled. Strain into an ice filled rocks glass
and garnish with Strawberry.

Sapphire Tonic

2 parts Bombay Sapphire Gin
Fevertree Tonic
Garnish with a lime
Pour ingredients in a highball glass.

The St-Germain Cocktail

2 parts MARTINI Prosecco
1½ parts St-Germain artisanal French elderflower
liqueur
2 parts Sparkling water
Stir ingredients in a tall ice-filled Collins glass,
mixing completely. Think of Paris circa 1947. Garnish
with a lemon twist.

La Rosette

½ part St-Germain artisanal French elderflower
liqueur
Top with Martini Prosecco
Served in flute glass and garnished with a strawberry.

Dewar’s Old Fashioned

1 part Dewar’s White Label Blended Scotch Whisky
1 teaspoon sugar
2 dashes bitters
2 orange slices
2 maraschino cherries
Water or soda
In the bottom of a rocks glass, carefully muddle the sugar, bitters, 1 orange slice, 1 cherry
and a splash of water or soda. Remove the orange rind and add Dewar’s and ice. Garnish
with the remaining orange slice and cherry.

Dewar’s 12 Manhattan

3/4 parts Martini & Rossi extra dry vermouth
2 1/2 parts Dewar’s 12 Blended Scotch Whiskey
1 dash Angostura bitters
1 maraschino cherry
1 twist orange peel
Combine the vermouth, bourbon whiskey, and bitters with 2 - 3 ice cubes in a mixing
glass. Stir gently, don’t bruise the spirits and cloud the drink. Place the cherry in a chilled
cocktail glass and strain the whiskey mixture over the cherry.

Bombay Negroni

3 oz. Bombay Sapphire Gin
3 oz. Campari
3 oz Martini & Rossi vermouth
Slice of orange, halved
Combine gin, Campari, and vermouth in a large tumbler. Fill two glasses with ice, pour
half of the negroni into each, and garnish with half the orange slice.

Disaronno Godfather

¾ part Disaronno
1 ¼ part Scotch Whiskey
Pour ingredients over ice.
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single-show tickets on sale now starting at $40

5 or 6-show season tickets: save up to $110 with a pair of tickets

tickets: 916.557.1999 | groups of 12+: 916.557.1198 | sacramentomusiccircus.com

“a masterpiece…the perfect musical.
virtually every song is soaringly right.”
–the

new york times

j u n e 9-14

“vibrant, fresh and funny...as expansive
as the mighty stream it celebrates.”
–associated

press

j u n e 23-28

“loaded with snappy songs deeply
ingrained in pop culture.”
–new

york daily news

j u ly 7-12

“exhilarating, utterly fresh...the story is so
imaginative, the music so perfect.”
–new

york daily news

j u ly 21-26

“a vivid, precedent shattering broadway musical.
it still has the power and versatility to astonish.”
–new

york daily news

a u g u s t 4-9

“there is so much heart, humor and
unquenchable good spirit.”
–new

york times

a u g u s t 18-23

n o t i n c l u d e d i n 5- s h o w s e a s o n t i c k e t

california musical theatre is a proud supporter of sacramento pride 2015
stop by our booth for games, prizes & a chance to win music circus tickets!

David Ligare, Diver, 2003. Oil on canvas, 48 x 120 in. Collection of Steve Borick.

SUMMER by the SEA
DAVID LIGARE California Classicist

216 O Street • Downtown Sacramento
916.808.7000 • crockerartmuseum.org

JUN E 7 TO SEPTEM BER 20
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Bjork at MoMA and on CD
by Chris Narloch

Thank You!

W

hile I was in New York City recently to get my Broadway
fix, I found myself with a few free hours. Since I love
going to museums almost as much as I love going to
the theater, I decided to see what was going on at the Museum of
Modern Art.
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Bjork

Look for free condoms and lube at:

Prevention@CapCityAIDSFund.org
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To my great delight, I discovered that the
one and only Bjork, that wacky singersongwriter from Iceland, has a retrospective
of her career at MoMA in the Big Apple that
is open until June 7, 2015.
Now, I am not a fan of everything she
does, but I greatly admire Bjork’s originality.
(To say that she marches to her own
drummer is an absurd understatement since
Bjork probably could program a drum
machine herself.)
The exhibition has been roundly panned
by art critics, but Bjork’s fans will enjoy
watching all of her music videos again and
seeing costumes from her videos and live
performances, including the infamous “swan
dress” she wore to the 2001 Academy
Awards.
I especially enjoyed the amazing sound
and video in a room that Bjork helped
design at the museum to showcase a
stunning, new, 10-minute film for “Black
Lake,” the centerpiece song from her
excellent current disc, Vulnicura.
Featuring two large, wide screens on
opposing walls and state-of-the-art surround
sound, Bjork’s video room for “Black Lake” is
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a wonderfully immersive way to experience
that intense, long-form music video, which
finds Bjork baring her soul after the
break-up of her relationship with artist
Matthew Barney.
Director Andrew Huang filmed Bjork amid
real Icelandic caves and landscapes that look
like another planet, but the video also
features computer-generated lava flows and
other special effects.
If you can’t make it to New York City’s
Museum of Modern Art before June 7, you
can still watch the “Black Lake” video from
the comfort of your computer screen on
YouTube, in an unofficial version that looks
like what I saw at NYMoMA.
Vulnicura contains the audio version of
“Black Lake,” and that disc is one of the
singer’s best ever, a brilliant break-up record
highlighted by dark lyrics and music that is
often beautiful and disturbing at the same
time.
Highlights include confessional tracks such
as “History of Touches,” “Family” and
“Quicksand.”
For more information, visit www.bjork.
com and www.moma.org/bjork.
outwordmagazine.com

Faith Michaels Drops Her
“Panties” for The Pop Album
by Tim Larcombe

F

aith Michaels is reaching for the top of the charts again with
the second single from her album of pop-oriented songs that
mixes camp, comedy and sensuality with playfully strong
dance beats.

“Panties is a track I began writing a few
years ago but something wasn’t working,”
Michaels told me in a recent interview.
“Luckily, producer Michael Cosculluela came
to the rescue, adding some fun sounds and
putting the song back on track.”
Michaels burst onto the club scene three
years ago when “Fetish,” her first single, won
music video of the year in Germany. Her
next single, “Neva Eva Eva” received
nominations from Canada’s RightOutTV, and
last year, “Work That Body” hit the Top 40
on the iTunes dance chart.
“I love everything about panties,” Michaels
said from her Key West home. “The way they
Faith Michaels
feel when you slide ‘em on and off. The way
they hug the body and derriere! I have so many too: G-string, crotchless, lace, even time-ofthe-month panties! You can always tell which are mine because they smell of vanilla.”
In 2015, Michaels teamed with producer Michael Cosculluela for her first full-length
album of pop-oriented songs. Titled The Pop Album, the record offers a slew of danceable
club tracks, including “Crooked,” the first single that came out this winter and featuring
Michaels singing alongside drag superstars Nina Flowers and Power Infiniti.
“I wanted Panties to be next because it’s really like no other song on the album,” explains
Michaels. “It has that bachelorette hanging—out—with—gay—boys summertime feeling that I
think will get everyone tossing their panties in the air!”
She says she’s surprised it’s taken so long for a panty dance song to come out. “Panties
and partying go hand in hand.”
She points to the gay men stripping down to their colorful funderwear at clubs. “Why
shouldn’t they have fun showing off their colorful briefs? It’s liberating! Anyone can wear
white drawers but if you’re sportin’ panties, oh bitch, look out! There’s some sexiness going
on!”
“Panties,” from Faith’ Michaels’ The Pop Album, is available now on iTunes. For more
information, visit FaithMichaels.com. Follow Faith Michaels on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
and Youtube.
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30 Years of Art That Tells Our
Stories Exhibit Opens in SF

Look for free condoms and lube at:

Prevention@CapCityAIDSFund.org
A new exhibition of queer artworks of local historical significance, 30 Years of Collecting Art That
Tells Our Stories, highlights one of the most tumultuous periods in the local LBGT liberation
movement: the 1960s to the 1990s in SF. The exhibition is at the SF GLBT History Museum
through Autumn. Visit www.glbthistory.org.
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The Road to Fame Can Be Hell

Club Inferno, a glam-rock musical based on Dante’s The Divine Comedy, is “one hell of a good
time,” blending sinful women and kick-ass rock with the classic story of the afterlife. Plays June 6
through August 8 at The Hypnodrome in SF. Visit Hypnodrome.org and see a trailer at youtu.
be/66Jo3EsJgac

DC Comics Introduces Midnighter,
the First Gay Superhero

DC Comics is launching a slew of diverse titles this June, including MIDNIGHTER, a series that
follows an openly gay superhero penned by LGBT writer Steve Orlando with artwork by Aco. The
first issue stars Midnighter, the man who can predict your every move, as he solves a theft that
has unleashed a wave of dangerous biotech weapons on the world as well as the secret history of
Lucas Trent, the man Midnighter once was. The first issue arrives June 3, visit dccomics.com.

Religion and Love Clash in Henry Gamble’s Birthday Party

Two teenage boys, preacher’s kid Henry Gamble (Cole Doman) and his friend Gabe, have a
sleepover the night before Henry’s 17th birthday pool party, when typical teenage boy chat
quickly turns sexual and reveals that Henry has a crush on Gabe. Watch the trailer at youtube.
com/watch?v=lptlZe5EYDU
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Working Through Your Male Rage
by Tom Moon, MFT, The Examined Life

Q

: “I’m really worried about my anger. I have a terrible
temper that makes me explode at people, and I can’t
control it. In August, I had to leave a job because of it, and
it seems to be getting worse. Lately I’ve had some ugly scenes with
my partner, and he spent last weekend at a friend’s house because
he was afraid to be alone with me.
“I’ve never hit him, but he thinks I will
eventually, and the way things are going, he
might be right. I love him and don’t want to
lose him, and I need to do something to get
this anger under control quick. How do I do
it?”
A: If your anger is disrupting both your
work life and your relationship, then it’s an
urgent problem in your life. You’ve already
taken the first and most important step in
coming to terms with it. You seem to
understand that the problem is your rage, not
the people who “provoke” you. This insight is
a prerequisite for any change.
I have three suggestions. If you’re in danger
of assaulting the man you love, then getting
your behavior under control is your first
priority. I suggest you do an Internet search

attention to their anger in a safe setting, it
often suddenly transforms into deep grief and
sadness.
These feelings, in turn, are often connected
with memories of abuse, humiliation, or
neglect at the hands of parents or caregivers.
When I work with men who are outwardly
enraged, bullying and intimidating toward
others, we almost always locate within them

a hurt and frightened little boy who was
abused in exactly the way that they, as adults,
are abusive toward others.
Typically, they’re ashamed of this inner
child because he’s “weak,” and unconsciously
treat him with the same attitude of contempt
with which their pain was treated when they
were children. If they can get past their shame
at having been so vulnerable, and connect
with the hurt child they once were, something
for anger management classes in your area.
new becomes possible in their lives.
Many hospitals, community mental health
Their contempt for “weakness” in
agencies, and private therapists teach these
themselves
and others transforms into
skills. In anger management you’ll learn a lot
empathy
and
compassion for their own pain,
of useful techniques for heading off the
as
well
as
a
deeper
understanding of the
destructive effects of your rages – such as
suffering
of
the
people
around them. Men
stress reduction, ways of identifying and
have
a
great
deal
of
love
to offer, and when
changing the mistaken attitudes and
they
access
it,
they
feel
that
they’re more true
convictions that predispose you to rage, and
to
themselves
and
more
deeply
connected
appropriate ways to express anger. There are
with
others.
That
is
the
ultimate
solution to
also some excellent books on the subject.
chronic rage.
Getting your behavior under control is the
Everything I’ve written so far applies both
first step, but my second suggestion is that
to gay and to straight men, but many gay
you also find a competent psychotherapist as men carry a unique well of inner rage, which
soon as possible, and begin exploring your
is the consequence of the shame they are
rage in more depth.
often made to feel in the process of growing
When men tell me that they need to work
up in a straight male dominated world.
on their anger, I sometimes suspect that anger
The Velvet Rage, by gay clinical
is, in a sense, the feeling they need to work on psychologist Alan Downs, is immensely
the least. For many men, anger is the emotion popular in the gay community because it
to which they have the easiest access, and it’s discusses this issue with rare clarity and
the feeling they they’re best at expressing.
insight. My third suggestion is that you pick
It’s what underlies their anger – their grief, up a copy of this valuable resource and read
fear, sadness, confusion, and loneliness – to
it carefully.
which they have less access, and their rage
Tom Moon, MFT, is a writer and a licensed
often functions as a kind of shield that
psychotherapist in private practice in San
protects them from experiencing these
Francisco for over 30 years. His practice is
vulnerabilities.
Mindfulness-Based Psychotherapy / EMDR at
The paradox is that, for many men,
879 14th St., in San Francisco and he can be
attending to their anger is the road into these reached at 415-626-1346, examlife@aol.com
deeper feelings. I regularly find that, when
or tommoon.net or on Facebook at www.
men with a rage problem can give their full
facebook.com/TomMoonMFT.
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Directory
ACCOUNTING

RUSSELL, CPAS
Jason Russell, CPA Lic. 99177
Jason@RussellCPAs.com 916-966-9366

ADULT STORES

L’AMOUR SHOPPE
2531 Broadway, 916-736-3467

ANTIQUES

57th Street Antiques
855 57th Street, Sacramento
www.57thStreetAniiqueRow.com

ATTORNEYS

M. JANE PEARCE
455 University Ave. Ste 370. 916-452-3883
PAMELA JONES
1050 Fulton Ave., Suite 218, 916-261-0628,
hwww.pamjoneslaw.com

AUTO DEALERS

ELK GROVE SUBARU
8585 Laguna Grove Dr., Elk Grove,
877-360-0259
ElkGroveSubaru.com
ELK GROVE DODGE, CHRYSLER, JEEP
8575 Laguna Grove Dr., Elk Grove,
877-399-4262
ElkGroveDodge.com

BANKING

WELLS FARGO BANK
www.WellsFargo.com

BARS / CLUBS

BADLANDS
2003 K St., 916-441-6823 SacBadlands.com
THE BOLT
2560 Boxwood St., 916-649-8420 SacBolt.com
THE DEPOT
2001 K St., Sac, 916-441-6823 TheDepot.net
FACES NIGHTCLUB
2000 K St., Sac, 916-448-7798 Faces.net
SIDETRAX
2007 K St., 916-441-6823
facebook.com/sidetraxsac

CAT ERING

FAT’S CATERING
916-441-7966
www.fatscatering.com

CHIROPRACTORS

HEALING TOUCH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Darrick Lawson, 1919 21st St, Ste. 101,
916-447-3344 www.FixMyBack.com

CHURCHES

GOOD SHEPHERD INDEPENDENT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
920 Drever St, West Sac, 916-538-4774,
www.goodshepherdcommunity.org.

CLEANING SERVICES
HOUSE 2 OM
916-9833-8510
www.house-2-om.com
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COUNSELING

BRUCE GUNN, M.F.C.C.
Lic. MM19480, 418 Alhambra Blvd.,
916-443-7171
KATE MACKENZIE, C.S.W.
Lic. LCS13330, 1731 I St., 916-447-0350
WEAVE SAFE ZONE
916920-2952 WeaveInc.net

DENTISTRY

SMILE ART DENTAL
3171 Riverside Blvd.
916-446-0203
www.smileartdental.com

DINING/BEVERAGES
ERNESTO’S
1901 16th St., 916-441-5850
www.ErnestosMexicanFood.com
IL FORNAIO
400 CAPITOL MALL, 916-446-4100
www.ilfornaio.com/sacramento
LUCCA RESTAURANT & BAR
1615 J St., 916-669-5300
www.LuccaRestaurant.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING
MIDTOWN FINANCIAL
Al Roche, 1330 21st St., Ste. 201,
916-447-9220 MidtownFinancial.net

HAIR

INSURANCE
STATE FARM INSURANCE
Stephanie Slagel, 916-485-4444
StephanieSlagel.com

JEWELRY

STONEY FOLKS JEWELERS
916-363-0898

LANDSCAPING
DEMETRE LANDSCAPES
916-648-8455

LIBRARIES

LAVENDER LIBRARY
1414 21st St., 916-492-0558
LavenderLibrary.com

MEN’S CLUBS

STEVE’S
1030 W. 2nd St., Reno 775-323-8770
www.StevesReno.com

MORTGAGE

iMORTGAGE
Brad Bauer, 916-746-8410
Dan Huffman, 916-769-2217

MORTGAGE/BANKER
RUTH MITCHELL
Diversified Capital Funding
916-801-4076

TRENDSETTERS
2115 J Street, Suite 102A
916-455-0514

OPTOMETRY

UNIVERSITY AUDIOLOGIC ASSOCIATES
Deborah Powell, M.S., 1325 Howe Ave., Ste.
101, 916-927-3137

PET SITTING

HEARING

HEATING & AIR

PERFECTION HOME SYSTEMS
916-481-0658
www.HotCold.com

HIV/AIDS SERVICES

CAPITAL CITY AIDS FUND
1912 F Street, 916-448-1110
CARES COMMUNITY HEALTH
1500 21st St., 916-443-3299
carescommunityhealth.org
GOLDEN RULE SERVICES
916-427-4653 www.goldenrules.info
SIN SACRAMENTO HIV+ SUPPORT
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/SINSacramento

HOLISTIC MOVEMENT
AND WELLNESS
ALEXANDRA F. WILLIAMS
Strength Coach
530-363-5100
alexandrafwilliams.com

HOT ELS

THE GREENS HOTEL
1700 Del Paso Blvd., Sacramento
916-921-1736
www.thegreenshotel.com
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CAMERON YEE, O.D.
6407 Riverside Blvd., 916-395-0673
DrCameronYee@aol.com
LUCKY BUDDY PET CARE
916-505-4375 LuckyBuddyPetCare.com

REAL ESTAT E
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS
1819 K St. 916-491-1516
www.BHGHome.com/midtown
Joan Dunn, 916-716-5584
joan@joandunn.net
Brian McMartin, 916-402-4160
Brian@BrianMcMartin.com
COLDWELL BANKER
Mark T. Peters, 916-341-7794
www.MarkPeters.biz
Jan Mannion, 530-295-4626
jan_re2003@yahoo.com
Susie Dilts Huber, 530-957-3478
eldoradocountyproperty.com
KELLER WILLIAMS
Jacalyn Smith, 916-741-9303
jacalynsmith@yahoo.com

THEAT ERS & MOVIES
BROADWAY SACRAMENTO
MUSIC CIRCUS
916-557-1999
www.BroadwaySacramento.com
MONDAVI CENTER
1 Shields Ave, Davis, 530-754-5000
www.mondaviarts.org/events
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Colt Kicks Off the Calendar
Season with Six Hot Releases

A

dmit it, those old calendars are getting a little ragged, and it’s
time to start penciling in events for next year. So, whether you
are looking for “Butt Beautiful,” “Hairy Chested” or “Buckshot
Boys,” Colt studios has out done themselves on this year’s calendars.
Last year’s calendars sold out quickly, and with this line-up, this year’s
will also. They all go on sale July 1, so order early to enjoy a yearlong
indulgence. www.COLTstudiostore.com.
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Cares Community Health
provides our community
with comprehensive health care
services all under one roof.
This includes: Primary Care
Chronic Disease Care
Dental STD Clinic Substance Abuse Treatment

Pharmacy
Mental Health

Cares Community Health has a friendly LGBT atmosphere and we are
here to help you get quality care when you need it. Contact us today and
we can help you get the care all of us deserve.

Be sure to stop by our booth at Sacramento Pride
to get more information about our services.

HAPPY SACRAMENTO PRIDE!
because every life matters

Cares Community Health, 1500 21st Street, Sacramento, CA 95811
916.443.3299
CaresCommunityHealth.org EquallyWell.org

