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It is our privilege to introduce Curtis Park Village, a
world-class new home community in the heart of Sacramento.
Long awaited and highly anticipated, BlackPine Communities
is proud to offer classic new homes inspired by the past,
consciously echoing the styles of a previous era, reinterpreted.
‘Experience a Revival’

NOW SELLING

1,790 – 2,163 sq. ft.
From The Low $500s

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS
2,192 – 3,132 sq. ft.
From The Mid $600s

Register today at

BlackPineCommunities.com/register
Sales Office Open Friday – Tuesday 11am to 5pm

COMING SOON

2,456 – 3,244 sq. ft.
Eight Expressions Inspired By The Past
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Announcements
Stand Up, Speak Out!

puts on several staged concerts and also
sings at numerous community benefit
October is National Bullying Prevention
events: 2014-15 will mark their 30th year as
Month, and the 2nd Annual Youth Rally
vital participants of our community. Find out
Against Bullying will be held on Saturday,
more about them at sacgaymenschorus.org
October 11, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the
The Lavender Library is a lending library
West Steps of the Capitol.
that
houses over 12,000 titles of books,
The rally is being presented by the
videos,
DVDs and magazines as well as
Sacramento Regional Coalition for Tolerance,
original
documents from Sacramento LGBT
a partnership of OCA Sacramento and
activists.
We provide meeting space for LGBT
Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg.
groups
like
the Sacramento Valley Veterans,
Youth, parents and local organizations will
book
clubs,
game nights, collect items that
be on hand to rally against youth bullying
preserve
the
LGBT experience in the
and raise awareness about bullying and
Sacramento
area
and sponsor lectures,
highlighting bullying prevention.
exhibits
and,
cultural
events for the
The event will include speakers, live
community.
Visit
us
on
the Web at
music, giveaways and raffles.
lavenderlibrary.com
Student volunteers can earn six hours or
Again, a huge thanks to the SGMC for all
more of community service hours.
you
do!
For more information, visit www.
Sincerly,
OCASacramento.org.
Clint Vigen
President, Lavender Library

National Latino HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day

Everyone deserves to be in good hands

HIV infection is a serious threat to the
health of the Hispanic/Latino community.
In 2010, Hispanics/Latinos accounted for
over one-fifth (21 percent or 9,800) of all new
HIV infections in the U.S., despite
Dear Outword Readers,
We would like to express our thanks to the representing about 16 percent of the total
U.S. population.
Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus (SGMC) for
To help bring awareness to those alarming
the generous donation of $500 to the
numbers, FACES (2000 K St.) is hosting a
Lavender Library’s History of LGBT
National Latino HIV/AIDS event on Tuesday,
Sacramento book project.
October 14 from 9:30 p.m. to midnight.
This donation will aid us in not just
The evening will feature the latin rhythms
preserving our community’s rich and vibrant
history, but making it available to the public of Sacramento’s LuvTaxi, Roxana Damas and
Sizzle.
via print and digital mediums.
For more information, visit FACES.net.
During the course of the year, the SGMC

Thank-you from Lavender
Library to SGMC

SM

We believe you have the right to feel safe
being who you are, wherever you are especially in our office. Let us help protect
all that’s good in your life. Call us today for
a quote.
Jeff Beck
(916) 684-3753

Keith Haring’s Political Line
Coming to de Young Museum

Elk Grove
jeffbeck@allstate.com
CA Insurance Agent #: 0E12799

by Chris Narloch

T

he late,
great
New York
artist Keith
Haring will be
honored with a
well-deserved
exhibition at
the de Young
Museum in
Golden Gate
Park this fall.

Denise Regnani
(916) 315-3030
Rocklin
deniseregnani@allstate.com

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Indemnity Co. Northbrook, IL. © 2013 Allstate Insurance Co.
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CA Insurance Agent #: 0D02429

Untitiled work by Keith Haring

Keith Haring: The Political Line is the first major show on the West Coast in nearly two
decades for Haring, who used his work to promote social justice and AIDS activism.
The exhibition includes more than 130 works of art, including paintings, sculptures and
Haring’s subway drawings.
Keith Haring: The Political Line opens Nov. 8 and runs until Feb. 16, 2015. For more
information, visit https://deyoung.famsf.org.
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ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH IN TAXES?
OR CONFUSED BY TAX LAWS?
We take the mystery out of taxes and help you make
the BEST financial choices during life’s changes.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

916-966-9366
• Domestic Partnership • Marriage • Divorce
• Children • New Career
• Purchase/Sale/Foreclosure of Home
• Bankruptcy • Retirement
• Business Start-Up/Sale
• Death of Family Member • Inheritance
Tax preparation includes FREE electronic filing.

fritz russell, cpas
Certified Public Accountants

Koenigsberg Named
President of Friedman Bar

M

arc B. Koenigsberg, of the law firm Greenberg Traurig,
has been named President of the Leonard M. Friedman
Bar Association. The Association serves as an educational
resource, voice and forum for Jewish attorneys and judges
on issues relating to the practice of law, the courts and the
community.
His appointment was announced at the
Association’s annual dinner on Sept. 3,
where the keynote speaker was State
Senator Marty Block, Chair of the California
Legislative Jewish Caucus.
According to its Website, the Leonard M.
Friedman Bar Association, formed in late
2008, was named in honor of the late Justice
Leonard M. Friedman, a prominent member
of the Sacramento Jewish community and
jurist who served on the Sacramento County
Municipal and Superior Courts, as well as on
the California Court of Appeal, Third
Appellate District.
“I am proud to accept this position named
after such a well-respected member of the
Sacramento Jewish community,” said
Koenigsberg. “I look forward to the next two
years as President as the Friedman Bar
Association continues to fulfill its mission,
reaches out and creates partnerships with
other diversity bar associations, and
continues to serve as a resource in support of
the greater Sacramento Jewish community.”
The dinner was attended by members of
the trial court and appellate benches, the
State Legislature, and the local Bar.
Greenberg Traurig was a sponsor of the
event.
At Greenberg Traurig, Koenigsberg is a
business litigator representing clients in both
state and federal court. He concentrates his
practice on commercial litigation,
employment law and ADA defense. He

provides experienced counsel in
administrative and trial proceedings.
Koenigsberg is very active in the local
community: he currently sits on the Board of
Trustees and is the Vice President of
Administration at Congregation B’nai Israel,
and also volunteers for the Sacramento
County Superior Court’s Small Claims
Division.
In addition to his work at Greenberg
Traurig, Koenigsberg was the co-chair of
Sacramento Lawyers for the Equality of Gays
and Lesbians (SacLEGAL) from 2001- 2004,
and has been a member of SacLEGAL since
1999. He also served on the board of the
Rainbow Chamber of Commerce for about
two years from 2006-2008, spearheading the
initiation of annual fundraising dinners
which still continue.
Koenigsberg and his husband Robb Layne
live in South Land Park with their son Tyler
and their dog Riley.

Bill Signed to Correctly I.D. SameSex Parents on Birth Certificates

A

B 1951, authored by Assembly Majority Whip Jimmy
Gomez (D-Los Angeles) was signed into law by Governor
Brown on Sept. 15. The bill will modernize California
birth certificates by allowing parents to accurately identify their
relationship to their children.
The updated birth certificate format will
allow each parent to identify as mother, father
or parent.
“I authored this bill to say that it’s okay to
have two mothers or fathers,” said
Assemblymember Gomez. “I believe that
parents do see themselves as a mother or a
father and that they want to express that on
their child’s birth certificate. We should give
people the flexibility to accurately reflect their
relationship with their child.”
Currently, parents are required to select
“Mother/Parent” and “Father/Parent.” AB 1951
will require the Department of Public Health to
modify birth certificates to contain a line for
the name of the parent of the child with boxes
6
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to choose “Mother,” “Father,” “Parent,” allowing
same-sex parents to accurately identify their
relation to the child.
“Thank-you to Governor Brown for signing
AB 1951. With the passage of this law,
California once again leads the way in the fight
for equality,” said Gomez. “In the long-term,
this will change the way people view the
family structure and view each other. In the
future, it won’t be a debate; it will be
something that is commonly accepted.”
This new law will go into effect January
2016. Current same-sex couples with children
will have the opportunity to update their child’s
birth certificate to the new birth certificate
format starting in 2016.
outwordmagazine.com
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Breast Cancer: How to Support a Loved One

O

ctober is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a time when we
can reflect on the loved ones in our lives who are battling
this disease and how we can be supportive of them as they
engage in the fight of their lives.
One important way to do that is to be
there for them and to listen. For many of us
though, that is not always easy. We are shy
about asking, “How are you?” Many people
simply avoid the question altogether – and
offer nothing.
“It’s okay to wonder, and it’s okay to ask.
Be direct!” says Jane Schwartzberg, who has
been battling stage four metastatic cancer for
several years. She’s the co-author with Marcy
Tolkoff Levy of Naked Jane Bares All, (www.
nakedjanebaresall.com) which shares her
story with candor and humor.
“I’m a fighter, and the support I’ve received
from my family and friends has given me an
immeasurable amount of strength, without
which I don’t know what I would do,”
Schwartzberg says.

friend encouraged her to write to the
co-creator of “Seinfeld” — and he accepted.
• Don’t sugarcoat it. “If you want to
really infuriate me, you’ll tell me that this
whole mess is beshert, Yiddish for ‘meant
to be’ – that it’s all part of a plan from a
What are some suggestions for providing
higher power,” she says. “Maybe terminal
support? She offers these:
cancer is part of some crazy plan, but I
• Do it without any expectations or
promise you that these are the last things
requirements for a response. “I’m often
I want to hear from anyone.”
asked, ‘What can I do to help?’” she says.
Don’t try to put a positive spin on
“What I’ve suggested: Be in my life at my
what’s
going on – in fact, it’s more of a
pace, let me take the lead; make your
comfort
to Jane when others acknowledge
presence, availability and support known,
that her situation stinks and that she is
but do it without any expectations or
looking at a life that’s far different from,
requirements for a response.”
and likely to be shorter than, anything
• Embrace their big dream, even if it
she’d imagined.
doesn’t sound realistic. During a very low
Jane Schwartzberg, 45, is the co-author
point, Schwartzberg was asked by a friend: If
of the new book, “Naked Jane Bares All,”
you could have anything, swinging for the
www.nakedjanebaresall.com, the manyfences, what would help you get out of this
pit? Without skipping a beat, she answered, layered story – told with humor and
candor -- of how she learned to embrace
“I want to take [comedian] Larry David out
life when she was down for the count.
to lunch.” As impossible as it seemed, her

Supreme Court Urged to Hear Indiana and
Wisconsin Marriage Equality Cases

T

he American Civil Liberties Union has filed responses to
petitions from Indiana and Wisconsin seeking U.S. Supreme
Court review of a federal appellate court ruling striking
down bans on marriage for same-sex couples in both states.
The ACLU, which represents plaintiffs in
both cases, has asked the Court to grant
review in order to resolve the marriage
equality issue for these two states and for
the country as a whole.
The ACLU argued on behalf of
thirteen plaintiff couples, one widow and
two children in cases challenging bans
on marriage for same-sex couples in
Indiana (Fujii v. Commissioner, one of
three cases consolidated under the name
Baskin v. Bogan) and Wisconsin (Wolf v.
Walker).
The ACLU is also co-counsel in Bostic v.
Schaeffer, a case challenging Virginia’s
marriage ban on behalf of a certified class of
approximately 14,000 same-sex couples.

8
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in Oklahoma and Utah challenging those
states’ marriage bans.
“Now that there are petitions before the
Court in five cases, it’s crystal clear that the
Court needs to take up the freedom to marry
issue again. Same-sex couples from every
corner of the country are affected, and the
high court has the opportunity to end the
harm caused by these discriminatory and
unconstitutional marriage bans,” said James
Esseks, Director of the ACLU
Lesbian Gay Bisexual and
Transgender Project. “Since last June,
dozens of courts around the country
have ruled in favor of equality for loving
and committed same-sex couples. With
these filings, we hope it’s only a matter of
time before all Americans in all 50 states
have the freedom to marry.”
For more information on the ACLU’s work
to secure marriage equality across the
country, visit: www.aclu.org/out-freedom.
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TBD Fest Ready to Launch

S

by Chris Narloch

acramento’s TBD Fest, formerly known as Launch, is a threeday festival taking place in West Sacramento’s up-and-coming
Bridge District that will feature performances by Blondie and
Empire of the Sun, as well as a DJ set by none other than Moby.

While those headlining acts will grab the
attention of fans throughout Northern
California and beyond, the festival has
always aimed to highlight emerging artists
and the region’s burgeoning creative
community.
“TBD Fest is not only a platform for
discovering your next favorite band, but also
for experiencing some of the cultural assets
that make our region so great,” said event
co-organizer Clay Nutting.
“Sacramento is the Farm-to-Fork Capital,
and our event will include an artisanal
market that will showcase food from the

outwordmagazine.com

region’s top restaurants and a competition
featuring the area’s most renowned chefs
cooking naturally with wood fires.”
In addition to dozens of performances and
some of the best local cuisine available, the
event will feature yoga, fashion, and
amusement rides, making TBD Fest perfect
for everyone from the seasoned festivalgoer
to a family looking for a fun weekend
activity.
The three-day TBD Fest is scheduled for
October 3-5. For more information and a
complete list of the artists performing, visit
www.tbdfest.com.
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Wedding
Services

Briefly Put

PepsiCo “Purple On!” Campaign Fights Bullying.

PepsiCo is teaming up with GLAAD in their annual Spirit Day on October 16, which
inspires millions of Americans to wear purple to take a united stand against bullying and
show support for LGBT youth. PepsiCo is the official food and beverage sponsor for Spirit Day.
As part of the campaign, PepsiCo is encouraging its employees to wear purple on Spirit
Day and to share with their family members, friends and communities GLAAD’s antibullying messages and resources. Visit glaad.org/spiritday. PepsiCo also is activating a social
media campaign using the hashtags #SpiritDay and #PurpleOn.

Pennsylvania Teen Faces Juvenile Prison Time For Posting
Picture of Himself With Jesus Statue

A Pennsylvania law against “desecration” could lead to a minor child spending time
behind bars because he posted a picture of himself in a mock sexual pose with a Jesus
statue, and authorities claim that his actions fall under Pennsylvania’s “desecration” laws.
The teen did not damage the statue in any way, but simply took and posted a picture that
some find offensive.
“This is a blasphemy law, pure and simple, and it is in clear violation of the Establishment
Clause of the United States Constitution,” said Truth Wins Out Executive Director Wayne
Besen. “If the kid had destroyed or damaged the statue, he would clearly deserve to face
consequences. But taking a picture that offends somebody’s religious sensibilities? This is
not Russia or Iran; this is the United States, where we’re supposed to value freedom of
speech. Pennsylvania should be ashamed of itself for so clearly violating this kid’s
constitutional rights.”

Third Circuit Upholds New Jersey Ban On “Ex-Gay” Therapy

The Third Circuit has upheld New Jersey’s ban on using “Ex-Gay Therapy” practice on
minors. Whereas a lower court had ruled that such therapy was conduct rather than speech,
the Third Circuit argued that it is indeed speech, but that “a licensed professional’s speech is
not afforded the full scope of First Amendment protection when it occurs as part of the
practice of a profession.”
“The Third Circuit ensured today that New Jersey can fully protect its kids from being
damaged for life by charlatans who value ideology over their patients’ lives,” said Truth Wins
Out Executive Director Wayne Besen. “Just as physicians must abide by the established best
practices of medical science, counselors and psychotherapists must always put their patients’
mental health and welfare first, and that does not include using religious bigotry to justify
trying to change a person’s sexual orientation.”

Federal Judge Rules AZ Must Respect Same-Sex Marriage

A federal judge ruled on Sept. 12 that the state of Arizona must respect the marriage of
military veterans Fred McQuire and George Martinez, for the purposes of being listed as
married on a death certificate.
McQuire and Martinez were together for 45 years and married in California in July.
Martinez passed away shortly after being diagnosed with Stage IV pancreatic cancer, and
Arizona state officials refused to list McQuire, the surviving partner, on the death certificate.
McQuire, who is also battling a life-threatening illness, is barred from receiving Social
Security survivor’s benefits or veterans benefits, and is also at risk of losing his home, as a
result of not being listed on Martinez’s death certificate.
“Couples in America should not have to play ‘now you’re married, now you’re not’
depending on which state they are in when a tragedy strikes, and states should not pick and
choose which marriages they will respect and which they won’t as if we did not have one
Constitution protecting all of us,” said Evan Wolfson, president of Freedom to Marry.

Sacramento Dancers Win Big at Cleveland Gay Games

Sacramento’s Q-Rated Dance Company showed the world how to dance at the Cleveland Gay
Games. Congratulations to Genevieve Faria and Jamie Cooper the Female World Champions in
Rhythm and 9-dance and all the dancers from Q-Rated. Visit www.qrateddance.com.
12
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XELLE Breaks into Sweat with End-Of-Summer Power Anthem

Summer may be over but XELLE aims to make this October the hottest month of the year
with their exciting new single release. “Sweat” is a little bit dirty, a little bit naughty, and a whole
lot of fun. “It is all about flirting, feeling sexy and confident, and giving into your romantic
desires,” says JC Cassis of the energetic duo. “Sweat” is available on iTunes, but check out the
video at xellemusic.com.

McNally’s “Gay Jesus Play’’ Inspires Feature Documentary

When Terrence McNally’s controversial off-Broadway play Corpus Christi, which imagines Jesus as
a gay man living in Corpus Christi, Texas, opened at the Manhattan Theatre Club in 1998 it
received intense protests and bomb threats. The documentary, Corpus Christi: Playing with
Redemption, follows the troupe, Terrence, and audiences around the world on a five-year journey,
where voices of protest and support collide on one of the central issues facing the LGBT
community: religion. Corpus Christi: Playing with Redemption will be available from Breaking
Glass Pictures on October 14. You can watch the trailer now though at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ADhuWd_S1lk&list=UUXbxUFqpifDSRdvxhpA_TSA

NYC’s Songbird Series Features the Best In Female SingerSongwriters and Women-Fronted Bands

If you find yourself in NYC between now and November, you might want to check out the Songbird
Series, featuring sets by singer-songwriters Jade Zabric, Katharine Cole, Carrie Ferguson,
Systeme D (pictured), a powerhouse combo of a crazy folk singer-guitarist, a Polish accordionist
and percussionist, a furious ukulelist, and a funky guitarist and trumpeter. Get the full schedule at
facebook.com/SongBirdSeries.
14
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SIGLFF Ready to Roll at the Crest

I

by Chris Narloch

remember when she was just a baby, and they used to show the
movies at Sac State on a small screen. Now, SIGLFF is one of the
signature events each year on the big screen at the Crest, and she is
turning 23 this October with a three-day, four-program festival.
The Sacramento International Gay and
Lesbian Film Festival is indeed all grown up
– with the professional, world-class movies
to prove it.
Read on for my thoughts about this year’s
SIGLFF.

Thursday Night, Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m.

The unofficial “men’s night” kicks off with
the hilarious mini-movie The 6 Gays You’ll
Date Before You Die, a very sharp comic
short about the perils of dating that is a nice
contrast to the more serious, but equally
entertaining feature film.
Tiger Orange is that main attraction, and
it’s a surprisingly strong family drama about
a pair of gay brothers who attempt to
reconcile after their parents are gone.
Co-writer and director Wade Gasque takes
a
potentially
clichéd
premise
and
instead
turns it
into a
moving
portrait of
two vastly
different
gay men
who
reunite in
their small
hometown
“Happy End”
and are
forced to
confront their shared past.
Lead actor Mark Strano, who
gives a natural, unforced
performance, and Tiger Orange
director Wade Gasque are
currently scheduled to attend
the Festival on Thursday night.

its brisk 93 minutes, going into detail about
Takei’s ordeal during internment, when
George, his sister and parents were just one
of many Japanese-American families whose
lives and livelihoods were temporarily
destroyed by racism.
Call me a sexist gay guy, but I can
Takei fought to have that injustice
appreciate a film with hot chicks rebelling
redressed and assisted in achieving an
against the staus quo as much as the next
apology from the U.S. government on behalf
guy (girl?), and so I enjoyed Happy End?!
of the victims of internment.
A few of the filmmakers’ devices – like the
Takei is nothing if not a survivor through
voiceover narration and a repeated shot of
it all, and he and his husband are also
broken lines on a road – are overused, but
champions for gay rights and gay marriage,
for a first feature, Happy End?! is very
after coming out of the closet late in life.
engaging, and the two leads are lovely.
I really can’t say enough good things
Saturday Matinee, Oct. 11, 2:00 p.m.
about To Be Takei, except to add that the
Star Trek fans, Asians, and anyone who
movie is not heavy, but filled with a great
fought for marriage equality – heck,
deal of humor and positivity, not to mention

“To Be Takei”

Friday Night, Oct. 10, 7:30
p.m.

The unofficial “women’s
night” begins with The 6
Lesbians You’ll Date Before You
Die, a comic short that is even
funnier than its male
counterpart from Opening
Night.
Next up is Happy End?! the
debut feature from writerdirector Petra Clever, whose
popular short The Mermaids was a hit at
SIGLFF in 2013.
A German film, with excellent, easy-toread subtitles, Happy End?! follows Lucca
and Valerie on a wild adventure to deliver
an urn filled with ashes – against the wishes
of the family of the deceased.
Whether it’s Thelma & Louise or the
lesbian film Cloudburst, movies about
women on the road and on the run tend to
be popular.

outwordmagazine.com

“Girls You Know”

everyone really – should see the first-rate
documentary To Be Takei which chronicles
the fascinating life of the original Sulu from
Star Trek, George Takei.
The most famous and beloved Asian actor
in the history of television, Takei has had his
ups and down, which are duly noted in a
“warts-and-all” documentary that follows
Takei and his partner as they travel from
sci-fi conventions to gay rights rallies.
The film covers a great deal of ground in

George’s infectious, deep laughter.
(In line with Takei’s activist spirit, the
matinee program will also include four
locally produced short films courtesy of the
Queer Women of Color Media Arts Project’s
Film & Freedom Academy.)

Saturday Night, Oct. 11, 7:30 p.m.

If you have the time and money, an All
Festival Pass is the way to go this year, but if
you can’t attend all three days, I recommend
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you plan to spend the day at the Crest on
Saturday.
Check out To Be Takei in the afternoon
and then have a leisurely dinner downtown
before you enjoy what may be the most
consistent and enjoyable collection of short
films that SIGLFF has ever offered.
Not every year is this good, so don’t miss
these dozen or so polished and professional
mini-movies from all over the globe,
including shorts from Germany, Norway, the
UK, and the U.S. of A.
Gone are the days of grainy short films
with bad sound that look like home movies.
Today’s short films – and especially this
program – are expensive-looking
productions with A-list actors like Marisa
Tomei, who stars in the Festival’s sexy, funny
final film this year.
Entitled She Said, She Said,
Tomei’s short costars Aubrey
Plaza and Elodie Bouchez, who
plays Tomei’s partner. (Find out
what happens when two wealthy,
warring lipstick lesbians attempt
to divide their assets through
mediation.)
Gay women will also love
Dream Date which provides a
very clever twist on a hot, hotel
hook-up, and
First Clue,
in which a
wide range
of queer
women
reveal when
they first
knew they
were gay.
Another
standout is
the adorable
animated
“Honey Bunny”
short from
Norway,
Bendik & Monsteret, about a young boy who
likes to play dress up and the unusual new
friend he makes.
Two very different films address gay
bashing this year. Brace, a stunningly
photographed, lengthy short from the UK is
the better of the two, but I also enjoyed the
African-American revenge fantasy, Bash.
The uproarious Dinner At 40 details a
very public male mid-life crisis, while Das
Phallometer exposes a bizarre, real-life
practice endured by an Iranian man in
search of asylum, to surprisingly funny
effect.
The men in the audience will especially
fall out of their chairs laughing during
Cruising Electric (1980), a terrific take-off on
the infamous Al Pacino movie Cruising that
packs more laughs into one minute than
most 90 minute movies.
Finally, my personal favorite among the
shorts this year is probably You’re Dead To
Me, a mysteriously moving and fully-realized
depiction of a grieving mother preparing for
a Dia de los Muertos celebration that stars
two excellent Latina actresses.
For more information, visit www.siglff.org.
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Sacramento Poets to Host Poetry
Stage at Capital Book Festival

T

he Sacramento Poetry Center and several popular local poetry venues will bring
their voices to the inaugural California Capital Book Festival, featuring poetry
readings, book signings, in-the-moment poetry and open mic sessions where
budding poets, spoken word artists and writers can take the stage.
Poetry Center President Bob
Stanley, who served as
Sacramento’s Poet Laureate from
2009 through 2012, thinks having
poetry featured at the Book
Festival may open many visitors’
minds.
“People may think
they don’t like
contemporary
poetry, but
when they
hear poets
read, they
are generally
surprised,”
Stanley says.
“They say ‘I
didn’t think I
would like it.’ I
think poetry is like
a buffet: You don’t
have to eat everything, but
you will always find things you
like.”
Hosts of the festival poetry venue
will include:
Nancy Aidé Gonzalez, host of the
Mosaic of Voices series at Avid
Reader Tower. Gonzalez’s work has
appeared in Huizache The
magazine of Latino literature,
Mujeres De Maiz Zine, DoveTales,
Tule Review, Seeds of Resistance
Flor y Canto: Tortilla Warrior, La
Bloga, and several other literary
journals. Her work is featured in
the Sacramento Voices: Foam at

the Mouth Anthology (2013);
Lawrence Dinkins, aka “NSAA”
(pronounced En-Sah- Ah), host at
Mahogany Urban Poets and the
Coffee and Poets series. His second
collection of poetry, Open Mic
Sketchbook, and second live
recorded poetry CD,
Lightning in a
Bottle 2: NSAA’s
Revenge, were
released in
summer
2013;
Geoffrey
Neill, host at
Luna’s Poetry
Unplugged,
and publisher,
little m press.
Neill has
performed poetry and
fiction at venues
throughout Northern and Southern
California, and was a founding
member of San Diego’s Goat Song
Conspiracy; and
Phillip Larrea, host of
Sacramento Voices, and anthology
editor for Cold River Press. Larrea
is a syndicated columnist and a
widely published poet in the U.S.,
U.K. and Europe. His work has
appeared in Commonline Journal,
The Rusty Nail, and Decades
Review in the U.S. His full-length
poetry collection, We the People

(Cold River Press), was released in
April 2013.
In addition to the onstage poetry
readings, the Sacramento Poetry
Center will host open mic sessions
as well as book signings by
participating poets. Visitors to the
festival’s poetry venue may even be
treated to their own poems, fresh
from a poet’s typewriter.
One hundred-plus authors and
poets have been confirmed to
appear at the first California
Capital Book Festival, which will
feature author panels and
presentations, storytelling,
demonstrations, art, food, kids
stage, sports stage, culinary stage,
all things pets stage, poets stage,
biographies, history, non-fiction,
mysteries, young adults literature,
health and wellness, outdoor
adventure and an interactive
School of Comics.
The first Sacramento
Walk4Literacy, presented by the
Sacramento Library Foundation,
will end with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to formally open the
festival at 10 a.m. on Oct. 25.
The Capital Book Festival will be
held Oct. 25 and 26 at the
Sacramento Convention Center. For
program, exhibitor and sponsor
information, or to become a
“Friend of the Book Festival,” visit
www.ccbookfestival.com or call
916-307-1713.

TwoanyMust-see
Movies
on
DVD
fine films will be released this fall on DVD, but few will be as

by Chris Narloch

M

essential as the two must-see movies detailed below.

We Are
the Best!

We Are the Best!

So many fine films bypass
theaters nowadays that you really
have to be on the lookout for the
small gems that don’t have the
budget for a wide distribution and
never make it to Sacramento.
We Are the Best! is one of those
titles that deserved to be seen in
more theaters earlier this year.
Luckily, it’s just out on DVD, and
you can now enjoy this joyous and
rebellious tale of an all-girl punk
band in early ‘80s Stockholm.
Despite having no instruments at
first – and no discernible musical
talent – the three teenaged misfit
heroines are determined to rock
out.
Directed by the great Swedish

16

Outword Magazine

Sordid Lives recounts the story of
director Lukas Moodysson, We Are
a gay Hollywood actor who returns
the Best! is a very special movie
that is guaranteed to put a smile on to Texas for his grandmother’s
funeral, only to be confronted by
your face.
the hilariously trashy truth of his
Sordid Lives
dysfunctional family.
If you’ve never seen it, or you
The movie stars Beau Bridges,
wore out your video copy, you will
Delta Burke, Olivia Newton-John,
be able to watch Sordid Lives this
Bonnie Bedelia, and an
September 30, when the hilarious
unforgettable Leslie Jordan as the
film version of Del Shores’ crazyTammy Wynette-obsessed gay
funny play makes its debut on
uncle, Brother Boy.
Blu-ray.
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Meow Meow Is the Cat’s
Pajamas at Berkeley Rep
by Chris Narloch

I

n addition to all the fine theater offerings available on
Sacramento stages (and described elsewhere in these pages),
the Bay Area continues to offer a cornucopia of creativity.

Don’t Miss Transparent on
Amazon Prime

T

by Chris Narloch

here are so many great shows on cable right now – my
current guilty pleasure is Steven Soderbergh’s The Knick
with Clive Owen, on Cinemax – that I do not know how even
a full-time television critic could keep up with them all.

Jeffrey Tambor in Transparent

Melissa Madden Gray in An Audience with Meow Meow.

Single tickets for Kinky Boots, which will
kick up its heels beginning December 2 at
San Francisco’s Orpheum Theatre, are now
on sale. Visit www.shnsf.com.
Currently playing, and clowning around to
critical and audience acclaim, are Bill Irwin
and David Shiner, in Signature Theatre’s
production of Old Hats, through Oct. 12 at
A.C.T.’s Geary Theatre. Visit www.act-sf.org.
And in Berkeley, the incomparable cabaret
performer Meow Meow is wowing her fans
— and making plenty of new ones — with her
glorious hit show, reviewed below.

An Audience with Meow Meow

Sometimes a show is so transporting that
it can remind even a jaded theater queen
like me why I continue to return to the land
of “jukebox” musicals and Broadwayblockbusters-based-on-movies, searching for
something new and original.
An Audience with Meow Meow is nothing
if not new and original, and if you’ve never
heard of Meow Meow, don’t feel bad – I
hadn’t either until I saw her recently at
Berkeley Rep.
Meow Meow is the stage name of Melissa
Madden Gray, an Australian-born actress,
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dancer and cabaret performer who tours
internationally and is especially popular in
the UK.
Meow Meow has the larger-than-life
personality and biting wit of a drag queen,
but rest assured she’s all-woman, from her
big hair to her sexy, revealing costumes.
Her new production in Berkeley is almost
indescribable except to say that she sings,
dances, tells funny stories, and even crowdsurfs at one hilarious point – all while
pretending that the show is falling down
around her.
The lights even get turned off during one
of the production’s crazier moments, but
Meow Meow soldiers on amidst the chaos as
only a true diva can.
Written by Meow Meow, and adapted and
directed by Emma Rice, the show also stars
two multi-talented dancer/actors and
features such varied songs as Patty Griffin’s
lovely “Be Careful,” a stunning take on “All
of Me,” and even Jacques Brel’s “Ne Me
Quitte Pas.”
An Audience with Meow Meow continues
through October 19 at Berkeley Rep’s Roda
Theatre. Visit www.berkeleyrep.org.

In addition to premium cable outlets like HBO
and Cinemax, Netflix is getting into the act now,
with enormously successful shows such as House
of Cards and Orange is the New Black.
The latest platform to offer original
programming is Amazon Prime, with their brand
new Web video series Transparent, which stars
the great Jeffrey Tambor as the patriarch of a Los
Angeles family that must come to terms with the
realization that their father is transgender.
The title of this comic drama isn’t the only
clever thing about it.
Tambor is terrific, and show-runner Jill
Soloway has obviously taken pains to make sure
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that Transparent is very realistic and moving,
rather than glib and gimmicky.
Amazon will release all 10 episodes of
Transparent” on Prime Instant Video in the
U.S. and UK on September 26.
I would never instruct you to do something
like this, but a person could conceivably sign
up for a free 30-day trial of Amazon Prime on
September 26, watch the entire first season of
this superb show in a five-hour binge – or
savor it over several weeks – and then cancel
before their credit card is charged $99 a
month later.
(You didn’t hear it here.)
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Elton John’s “Bright Light” Coming to Sleep Train Arena

F

by Colt McGraw

or up-and-coming singers, opening for a big name act is
a major step on the road to success. Rod Thomas, better
known as “Bright Light Bright Light,” has taken that step
and rejoices in the warmth and friendship of Sir Elton John as
he opens for the mega-star during a string of West Coast and
European concert dates.
Thomas has gone from nervously playing
for tens of people in small venues to
entertaining crowds of over ten thousand on
the Elton John tour and admits, “those two
worlds really feel like two different lives.”
“There is a strange calm before going on
stage before Elton,” says Thomas. “I find it so
strange to think of him as a really close
friend and to watch him from the side of the
stage, because you can see what you can
achieve with hard work.”
The 30 something Wales native submitted
tracks to a U.S. producer and was invited to
the states to work on more. His journey has
introduced him to a variety of musical
partners that have provided him with
inspiration and support.
“So these songs are about, and for, some of
these wonderful people who changed my life
while I was making this record,” shares
Thomas as he speaks of Life Is Easy, the title
of his second and current album.
Thomas recognizes that life truly is easy if
you let it be, even with a full plate of roles
and duties.
“I’m the label and I’m the tour manager
and I am all of the other jobs that may have
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been delegated. I’m kind of looking after all
of them at the moment, but it’s nice because
you can really embrace these things and see
movement and progress. I can even learn
from my mistakes because I’m the first
person to notice them.”
Life Is Easy reflects his passion for 80’s
synthpop and 90’s rave music.
“I love singing, I love writing, but I really
love taking these songs to people and seeing
what they get from them,” Thomas says. “A
song isn’t meant to be listened to in isolation
in a room, it’s supposed to be between you
and at least one other person really. That’s
the joy of it, when you share it.”
Elton John with Bright Light Bright Light
is on Wednesday, October 1, at 8 p.m. at the
Sleep Train Arena. Tickets are extremely
limited, so make sure to get yours today by
visiting Ticketmaster.com.
For all things Bright Light Bright Light
visit brightlightx2.com.
Colt McGraw is a freelance writer in
Sacramento, and frequent contributor to
Outword. He can be reached at
mrcoltmcgraw@yahoo.com.
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Rod “Bright Light
Bright Light” Thomas
in addition to opening
for Elton John’s
current tour was a
headliner at this years
Folsom St. Fair.
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The Crocker Art Museum’s exhibit Our America: The Latino Presence in
American Art features nearly 100 works drawn from the collections of the
Smithsonian American Art Museum, including The Death of Ruben Salazar by
Frank Romero pictured here. The exhibition explores the idea that we are “a
nation of immigrants” by considering the varied contributions of Latino artists
to American art and culture from the mid-20th century to the present and will
run through January 11, 2015. Learn more at CrockerArtMuseum.org.
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The Play’s the Thing on Local Stages

W

e will have to wait until Nov. 5 for the new Broadway
Sacramento season to begin, with the crowd-pleasing
musical Jersey Boys.

by Chris Narloch

Sacramento Theatre Company courtesy of
director Michael Stevenson, using an
adaptation by Frank Galati.
The Grapes of Wrath is a stark depiction of

In the meantime, there is no shortage of
non-musical material on local stages – the
kind of plays you can really sink your teeth
into.
Read on for my advice about what to see
at the theater this fall.

looks like a winner with its intriguing
premise about a man whose excruciating
exit interview with an HR employee after he
is fired is interrupted by an unexpected and
Steve Buri as Mark
Rothko and Kyle
Burrow as Ken in a
scene from Red.

Red

The ambitious folks at Ovation Stage, led
by director Penny Kline, tackle John Logan’s
hit play about the American abstract
expressionist painter Mark Rothko.
Winner of the 2010 Tony Award for Best
Play, the work deals with issues of artistic
integrity and inspiration as the intense and
difficult painter interacts with his young
assistant while working on a series of
murals he is creating for the Four Season
restaurant.
Red plays through Oct. 19 at Ovation
Stage. Visit www.ovationstage.com.

Tribes

I haven’t seen Cap Stage’s production yet,
but when I saw Tribes off-Broadway a couple
years ago, I was very impressed by Nina
Raine’s emotionally complex and
intellectually stimulating play about a deaf
young man and his hearing family.
If you know someone who is deaf or
hearing-impaired take him or her to see this
fascinating and insightful work on Saturday,
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September 27 at 2 p.m. when there will be a
special signed performance in American
Sign Language.
Regular performances of Tribes continue
through Oct. 5 at Capital Stage. Visit www.
capstage.org.

The Grapes of Wrath

The Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by John
Steinbeck comes to life on stage at

one family’s enduring spirit in the face of
incredible hardship during the Great
Depression. 2014 marks the 75th
anniversary of the novel’s original
publication in 1939.
The Grapes of Wrath plays Oct. 1 through
Oct. 26 at STC. Visit www.sactheatre.org.

The Exit Interview

The latest production at Big Idea Theatre
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violent incident.
Written by William Missouri Downs, and
directed by Gail Dartez, the play features a
pair of radical cheerleaders, Brechtian
interludes, and debates on religion, science
and politics.
The Exit Interview continues through Oct.
11 at Big Idea Theatre on Del Paso Blvd.
Visit www.bigideatheatre.com.
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