
   The Event!

Sacramento’s Best 
Pride - Ever!

See
Pics

From

No. 507 • June 26, 2014  • outwordmagazine.com

page 18

page 4

page 7

page 14

page 17

page 21

Sacramento 
Among Top 20

LGBT Pride is About 
Remembering 
Stonewall

Hard Rock Open 
for Business

African-American 
Art Exhibit at 
Crocker

Dolly & Miranda 
Bring Girl Power 
Back



COLOR

http://www.brandgvacations.com


COLOR

http://www.elkgrovesubaru.com


4 outwordmagazine.comJune 26, 2014 - July 10, 2014 • Volume 27 • Issue 12 • No. 507Outword Magazine

Announcements
Rainbow Festival Donations Support CCAF Scholarships

Dear Outword Readers,
As Capital City AIDS Fund (CCAF) ramps up to distribute fall college scholarships to 

young people living with HIV/AIDS, I want to thank long-time Activist Terry Sidie for his 
tireless work in the community. 

CCAF received a generous donation for our Helen Veress Mitchell Scholarship Fund from 
Terry Sidie and the Rainbow Festival. 

Raising money for HIV/AIDS is not easy, yet the need remains great. Again, I thank Terry 
Sidie for recognizing that. 

Because of Terry and the Rainbow Festival, many students living with HIV/AIDS will be 
going to school this year. 

Thank you.
Joyce Mitchell, CCAF Chair

Vocativ, a global media organization, 
conducted the survey, The Queer Index, 
calling it the first-ever big data survey of the 
LGBT community nationwide. The results 
have been posted at vocativ.com.

The Queer Index is based on an analysis of 
dozens of quality-of-life factors for LGBT 
communities in 100 U.S. cities, based on 
Vocativ’s proprietary technology that mines 
the deep web — the 80 percent of the Internet 
outside the scope of search engines. 

The Index sources 32 publicly available 
data sets to analyze 16 key lifestyle metrics. 
It weighs variables that reflect and influence 
how and where LGBT Americans live, work, 
play, party, fall in love and raise families. 

Specific factors explored include the size of 
cities’ LGBT communities, number of out 
singles, queer-friendly businesses, hate-crime 
rates and even the ease of casual hookups.

“For Pride Month, we wanted to create a 
useful, fun guide to LGBT life across the 
country,” said Scott Cohen, CEO of Vocativ. 
“We started off with a simple premise: What’s 
life really like for the queer community. 

Sacramento Among Top 20 
LGBT-Friendly Cities in U.S.
According to a new study, Sacramento is among the top 20 

LGBT-friendly cities in the U.S., if just barely, finishing in 
the 19th spot with the top three being: Los Angeles, New 

York City and San Francisco. Surprisingly, the study listed Des 
Moines, Iowa in the number four slot.

From there we homed in on the community’s 
passions, concerns and daily realities — and 
then we started collecting the data. Diving 
into the numbers, we learned new things 
about known LGBT meccas. For example, 
New York City has the most hate groups in 
the country. We also found countless 
surprises. Who knew that Memphis has the 
most single lesbians per capita in the 
country?”

Vocativ’s deep web technology and 
analysts surveyed information from across 
the deep web, open databases, public sites 
and social networks, including Craigslist, 
Facebook, Yelp, Rentboy, the U.S. census and 
the FBI crimes database, among others.

emailto:howard.papworth@halo.com
http://www.sjshephard.com
http://www.hotcold.com
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SSA Defines Policy for Same-Sex Married Couples
The Social Security Administration (SSA) has published new instructions that allow the 

agency to process more claims in which entitlement or eligibility is affected by a same-sex 
relationship, letting the agency recognize some non-marital legal relationships as marriages 
for determining entitlement to benefits. 

The instructions also allow Social Security to begin processing many claims in states that 
do not recognize same-sex marriages or non-marital legal relationships. SSA has consulted 
with the Department of Justice and determined that the Social Security Act requires the 
agency to follow state law in Social Security cases. The new policy also addresses 
Supplemental Security Income claims based on same-sex relationships.

If a person believes he or she may be entitled to or eligible for benefits, they are 
encouraged to apply now www.socialsecurity.gov/same-sexcouples.

One Historic Day, Two Openly Gay Judges Confirmed
On June 17, the U.S. Senate confirmed two openly gay judges. Judge Darrin Gayles, 

confirmed to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida, is the first openly 
gay African-American man to be confirmed as a lifetime-appointed federal judge in our 
nation’s history, and Staci Yandle, confirmed to the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of Illinois, is the first African-American to serve on her court and the first openly 
gay lifetime-appointed federal judge in Illinois.

The confirmations also set historic milestones: President Obama has now appointed more 
female judges than any other President, breaking the record previously set by President 
Clinton. Also, he has now appointed more Hispanic judges than any other President, 
breaking the record previously held by President George W. Bush.

Maine Primary Winner Could Become Youngest Openly 
LGBT State Lawmaker

Ryan Fecteau, 21, emerged victorious in the Democratic primary for Maine’s 11th House 
district on June 16, and if elected in the general election, he could become the youngest 
serving openly LGBT state lawmaker.

“Ryan Fecteau is a dedicated individual who stands out among the newest generation of 
LGBT leaders,” said Torey Carter, managing director of the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund. 

Given the Biddeford-based 11th district’s heavy Democratic lean, Fecteau is considered the 
front-runner in November’s general election. Should he win in November, he would take 
office at the age of 22.

ACLU Challenges Alabama Marriage Ban
The American Civil Liberties Union and the ACLU of Alabama filed on June 10 a federal 

lawsuit challenging Alabama’s ban on marriage for same-sex couples. The lawsuit was filed 
on behalf of April and Ginger Aaron-Brush of Birmingham. The couple was wed in 
Massachusetts but their marriage is not recognized in their home state.

“The word marriage, in itself, brings validity and respect to any committed relationship,” 
said April Aaron-Brush. “One’s marriage status shouldn’t change simply by crossing state 
lines. Gay couples seek to be married for the very same reasons that opposite-sex couples 
choose to be married — love, honor and commitment.”

The lawsuit was filed in Birmingham at the United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Alabama. More information on this case can be found at: www.aclu.org/lgbt-
rights/aaron-brush-v-bentley

Birth Certificates Bill Passes Senate Judiciary Committee
  The Senate Judiciary Committee has voted to pass a bill by Assemblymember Jimmy 

Gomez that would modernize California’s birth certificate system by ensuring LGBT parents 
can accurately record their relationships to their children. 

“As a society, we need to ensure our institutions continue to reflect who we are. Today, part 
of that process is addressing how to respectfully acknowledge and record the childbirths and 
adoptions of LGBT parents,” Gomez said.

AB 1951: “Modernizing Birth Certificates,” garnered bipartisan support and will now 
move to the Senate Appropriations committee.

White House to Issue Executive Order Barring LGBT 
Discrimination by Federal Contractors

The White House announced on June 16 President Obama’s intention to issue an executive 
order that would ban workplace discrimination against LGBT employees of federal 
contractors. 

“The President’s executive order banning discrimination against LGBT employees by 
federal contractors is a powerful victory for the LGBT Community and people of conscience 
all over the country,” said Assembly Speaker Emeritus John A. Pérez. “This action is an 
unambiguous statement that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Americans deserve to 
have the full weight of the law protecting them in their employment.”

As Outword went to press, a date for signing the executive order had not been released. 

http://www.fixmyback.com
http://www.everhartpowers.com
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The restoration and reuse of historic 
buildings make Midtown a desirable 
residential neighborhood, a vibrant arts 
community and a distinctive business 
district. This year’s tour features Sutter’s Fort 
(with the oldest building in Sacramento), 
some private residences with unique 
histories, the Kennedy Gallery Art Center, 
and the Amber House Bed and Breakfast.

The Kennedy Gallery Art Center building 
is especially important to Lavender Heights 
and the LGBT community as it was the 
origional location of the Lambda Center, 
Sacramento’s first LGBT Community Center.

The Home Tour will also include a free 
street fair (adjacent to the Midtown Farmers 
Market) with local musicians performing 
and will showcase contractors and artisans 
specializing in historic home rehab and 
remodeling; businesses, artists and craft 
persons displaying their wares; and 
nonprofit, advocacy and history 
organizations.

The tour starts at the Midtown Farmer’s 
Market, 2020 J St. on Saturday, September 
20, between 20th and 21st Streets and will 

Sac Old City Home Tour 
Comes to Lavender Heights
The 39th annual SOCA Home Tour will showcase architectural 

treasures in the northern end of Sacramento’s Midtown 
neighborhood, known unofficially as “Lavender Heights” 

since the early 1980s. 

The Kennedy Gallery building will be featured in 
this year’s Old City Home’s Tour.

run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The tour costs $30 on the day of the event, 

or $25 in advance at soca2014hometour.
brownpapertickets.com.

Limited free parking will be available at 
the two-story structure on 20th St. between 
K and L Streets, or all day parking for $2 at 
the Sacramento East End Parking, 1150 17th 
Street. A monitored bicycle corral will be 
available at no cost to tour goers.

The Tony Award-winning San Francisco Mime Troupe opens its 55th season with Ripple Effect, a 
musical comedic tale of intersecting lives and cultures that reflect the familiar neighborhood 
tensions that are polarizing San Franciscans today. August 2 & 3 at 3:30 p.m. at Southside Park in 
Sacaramento. Tickets at sfmt.org. Photo by DavidAllenStudio.com.

SF Mime Troupe Opens 55th 
Season with Ripple Effect

http://www.rainbowchamber.com
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The court’s decision, released June 13, also 
states that the defendant, Nick Rhoades, 
would not need to registrater as a sex 
offender.

In reversing Rhoades’ conviction and 
sending the case back to the trial court, the 
court specifically recognized that court 
rulings involving HIV must be rooted in 
demonstrated fact, not outdated assumptions 
about an individual’s ability, let alone 
intention, to transmit HIV.

Five years ago, Rhoades was convicted 

Iowa Supreme Court Overturns HIV Conviction
In a decision rejecting criminal liability based on assumptions 

rather than facts about individuals living with HIV, the Iowa 
Supreme Court has overturned the conviction of a man living 

with HIV who was sentenced to 25 years in prison for having  
consensual sex.

The drag queens at Stonewall were in no 
mood to be pushed around. Previous raids 
there had resolved peacefully. Typically, after 
police made some arrests, the bar shut 
down, and reopened a few hours later. 

But, June 28 was different: when eight 
police officers arrived and started arresting 
people one lesbian complained that her 
handcuffs were too tight and was hit over 
the head with a billy club. The incident 
sparked a riot and the police quickly lost 
control of the situation. 

A crowd gathered on the street outside, 
forcing police to barricade themselves in the 
bar. Riot officers wearing helmets and armed 
with nightsticks descended on the scene and 
it took them hours to 
regain control of the 
street. The confrontations 
and demonstrations that 
erupted that night 
continued for almost a 
week.

There had been 
uprisings before: for 
instance, in San Francisco 
in the same year that I 
witnessed a drag queen 
being sentenced to jail, 
transvestites, young street 
hustlers, and other 
down-and-out regulars 
were sitting in Comptons 
Cafeteria in the 
Tenderloin when police 
arrived to harass and 
arrest transgender and 
transsexual customers. 

A riot ensued, with the 
customers slinging cups, plates, and saucers, 
and breaking the windows in the front of the 
restaurant. They returned several days later 
to picket, and smashed the windows again. 

LGBT Pride is About Remembering Stonewall 
   by Tom Moon, MFT,  The Examined Life   

The early morning of June 28, 1969 was hot, muggy and tense 
in the Village. Judy Garland had just died at the age of 47, 
and 20,000 people had attended her funeral in New York the 

previous day. 
The event was the first known militant 
outburst of the modern transgender 
movement, and there, as later at the 
Stonewall Inn, the despised and 
marginalized led the way.

Stonewall was unique because it sparked 
a national movement. For the most part, 
activism until then had been mostly about 
striving for respectability and acceptance. 
The message was “we’re just like you” and 
the goal was assimilation. 

When demonstrators marched – 
courageously – in front of the White House 
or the State Department, the women wore 
skirts, the men wore suits and ties and 
everyone did their best to look just like the 

government workers in the buildings they 
were picketing. But after Stonewall there 
was a new mood of defiance and rebellion. 

The name of the Gay Liberation Front, 
which organized right after the uprising, 

sounded communist in Cold War America, 
and that was deliberate. One of its fliers 
proclaimed, “Do you think homosexuals 
are revolting? You bet your sweet ass we 
are!” 

People who had been oppressed 
suddenly felt empowered, and they saw no 
reason to be polite and tasteful about it.

And so overnight it was on: the 
resolute march, out of the closet, by the 
tens of thousands, of men and women 
who’d had enough and weren’t going to 
be pushed around anymore. Veteran 
gay activist Frank Kameny was amazed 
by the sudden sea of change. He wrote 
later, “By the time of Stonewall, we had 
fifty to 60 gay groups in the country. A 
year later there was at least 1500. By 
two years later, to the extent that a 
count could be made, it was 2500.”

I never met anyone who participated 
in the Stonewall uprising, but they lifted 
me out of a life of shame and secrecy, and 
I owe them a personal debt of gratitude 
that I can never pay. We’re all connected 

more than we can ever know. Never doubt 
that when you live with courage and 
authenticity – whatever that means in your 
life – the effects ripple outward and 
profoundly affect the lives of people you 
will never meet. 

That is as true today as it was when I 
was young. This month, as we celebrate, 

young people all over the country and the 
world – still trapped in fear and still hiding 
– will be aware of us. Remember them. 
They will be with us in spirit, and we will 
never know how many of them will find 
the inner strength and the hope to 
continue to live because of what we do.

We create the kind of world we want to 
live in by living the lives we want to live. 
Our journey to full equality remains a 
work in progress, but the world we’re 
building and will leave to those who 
follow us is light years distant from the 
world I knew in 1969. 

This month, may all my brothers and 
sisters everywhere celebrate the gift of 
their lives with dignity and pride and joy.

under Iowa’s HIV criminalization law for 
having sex with Adam Plendl. When Plendl 
learned that Rhoades might be HIV positive 
he reported it to police.  

At the time, Rhoades had a low viral load 
and took measures to reduce any small risk 
of transmission, and in fact, Plendl has 
remained HIV negative, but under advice 
from his trial lawyer, Rhoades pleaded guilty 
to the charge and received the maximum 
sentence. 

The trial judge later granted a motion 

allowing Rhoades’ release after serving 
approximately one year in prison, and placed 
him on probation for five years.

In 2010, Rhoades filed a petition in the 
district court for post-conviction relief 
arguing that his attorney did not inform him 
of the specifics of the law, allowing him to 
plead guilty to charges that were not 
supported by the actual events and facts. The 
petition was denied and Rhoades appealed to 
the state supreme court.  

Lambda Legal joined forces with Rhoades’ 
appellate attorneys, and The Center for HIV 
Law and Policy (CHLP) took the lead with 
the HIV Law Project in drafting a friend-of-
the-court brief on the science of HIV 
treatment and transmission. The brief 
supporting Rhoades’ appeal was filed on 
behalf of CHLP, the National Alliance of 
State and Territorial AIDS Directors 

(NASTAD), and the HIV Law Project.
In its ruling, the Iowa Supreme Court 

held that the criminal law required that a 
defendant “intentionally expose” another 
person to HIV. The court noted that the 
fact that HIV primarily is transmitted 
through sexual intercourse and contact 
with blood, semen or vaginal fluid is not a 
legally acceptable substitute for the facts 
necessary to say that a particular 
individual acted with the intent to expose 
someone to HIV in a manner that actually 
posed a real risk of HIV transmission.

Although the Supreme Court’s ruling 
allows the prosecution another opportunity 
to establish a factual basis for the charges 
against Rhoades, The Center for HIV Law 
and Policy believes it is unlikely that the 
state will be able to meet the standard 
now set by the court’s opinion.
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Crocker’s Pride Art Mix Was Malificent
The Crocker Art Museum helped kick-off Sacramento Pride with a Malificent (thanks to 
Taryn Thru-U) Pride ArtMix on Thursday, June 12. The festivities included the Ladies of 
Badlands Drag Revue, a Beatles inspired set by the Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus and a 
high-flying performance by Body Waves.

Out & About
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Other regular features of GaysWithKids.
com includes: 

• Family Spotlight series to share the 
wonderful breadth and diversity of gay dad 
families, one family at a time;

• Gay Family Showcase Carousel will 
collect photos of gay dads with their kids 
from all over the world, as Rosenberg and 
van Gameren believe there’s great strength 
in numbers; 

• The largest community of gay dad 
bloggers anywhere, sharing their every day 
experiences

• Professional gay dads providing insight 
and tips on various issues related to being a 
gay dad that is based on a combination of 
industry and personal experience; 

• Other writers and journalists covering 
anything and everything having to do with 
being a gay dad – GaysWithKids.com will 
not shy away from topics!

While gay dads are becoming more 
conventional, there is still a lot of work to 
be done to end both “Dadscrimination,” and 
“Gay Dadscrimination,” especially in areas 
where gay families are viewed as less than 
equal because gay marriage or gay 
adoption are not legal. 

“As dads, we share all the universal truths 
and challenges of parenting that are 
experienced by dads and parents 
everywhere, regardless of gender or 
orientation,” Rosenberg said. “But, as gay 
dads, we face many other truths and 
challenges that are uniquely our own, and 
it’s incredibly empowering to be able to do 
so as part of a robust and vibrant 
community.”

Visit GaysWithKids.com for more 
information.

Julie Fray | Darnell Stephenson

One on One

Personal Training

Monthly

Memberships

Available

Clinical Exercise

Specialist

Stress Reduction

Nutritional

Counseling

www.urbanfitsac.com • 2525 J Street • Sacramento • 916-492-2525

Is Just Around the Corner

Summer

Co-founded by Brian Rosenberg and Ferd 
van Gameren, husbands and proud fathers 
of three children, the online community 
GaysWithKids.com also hopes to inspire a 
whole new generation of gay men who are 
interested in raising children. The site 
launched in early June, just in time for 
Father’s Day and this year’s Pride 
celebrations. 

“When we adopted our first child five 
years ago, one of the first things we did to 
help us prepare was search the Internet to 
try and connect with other gay dads so we 
could learn from their experiences,” 
explains Rosenberg. “We were surprised to 
find there were no sites or resources 
available.” 

They knew they could make a change, 
but put their idea on hold to concentrate on 
their toddlers. Four years later, they are 
ready to launch GaysWithKids.com to help 
other gay dads succeed as fathers.

“We felt isolated because we had no 
community of gay dads to turn to and with 
whom we could identify, and we also felt 
alienated by all the mom-centric focus,” 
adds van Gameren. Everywhere they turned 
they saw phrases like “mommy tested-
mommy approved” or “for moms by moms” 
and they even shopped in stores called 
“From Bump to Baby” and “Moms to be 
and More.”

Rosenberg and van Gameren adopted 
their son Levi and welcomed twin girls 
Sadie and Ella through surrogacy, so they 
have first-hand knowledge that gay men 
travel many different paths to becoming 
dads. A key part of “Gays With Kids” will 
explore these paths so that every gay father 
feels represented. 

New Website Helps Gay Men 
Navigate Fatherhood
GaysWithKids.com, a first-of-its-kind website to help gay 

dads navigate fatherhood − from creating their families to 
raising them − aims to normalize the experience of gay 

parenting by sharing stories, news, advice, and in-depth reporting 
on topics of interest to gay dads, many of which are typically not 
covered in mainstream media. 

Brian Rosenberg and Ferd van Gameren with their family. Photo by Graeme Coleman.

http://www.writeawaycommunications.com
http://www.midtownfinancial.net
mailto:pam@pamjoneslaw.com
http://www.urbanfitsac.com
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ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH IN TAXES?
OR CONFUSED BY TAX LAWS?

• Domestic Partnership • Marriage • Divorce 
• Children • New Career   

• Purchase/Sale/Foreclosure of Home 
 

• Bankruptcy • Retirement  
• Business Start-Up/Sale  

• Death of Family Member • Inheritance

Tax preparation includes FREE electronic filing.

We take the mystery out of taxes and help you make 
the BEST financial choices during life’s changes.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

916-966-9366

fritz russell, cpas
C e r t i f i e d  P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t s

1101013 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

It’s how I treat all my customers. And you 
can be sure I’ll always do my best to meet 
your needs. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Honesty. 
Respect. 
Professionalism. 
Courtesy.

Stephanie Slagel CLU, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C34763

6130 Fair Oaks Blvd, Suite E
www.stephanieslagel.com                                                         

Bus: 916-485-4444

PFLAG Ice Cream Social Raises Over $4,000
It may have been a brisk 103 degrees outside, but inside it was an ice creamy delight on 

Sunday, June 8 at the PFLAG Ice Cream Social. There were plenty of smiles to go around 
thanks to Clover Stonetta Farms Ice Cream and River City Root Beer, and gracious hosts 
Taylor’s Market and Taylor’s Kitchen (www.taylorsmarket.com). Thanks to all you ice cream 
lovers and sponsors, the social raised $4,000 to help support the Sacramento chapter of 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays’ Follansbee Scholarship Fund

Out & About

http://www.fritzrussellcpas.com
http://www.joandunn.net
http://www.stephanieslagel.com
http://www.markpeters.biz
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http://www.brianmcmartin.com/
http://www.57thstreetantiquerow.com
http://www.fiat.niello.com
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Wedding
Services

Make it Special. 
                     Make it Fats!

“Amazing food and incredible service... 
Thank you, Fat’s Catering for  making our  

wedding day perfect!”–Michael & Clyde

1015 Front Street Old Sacramento 916-441-7966 fatscatering.com

http://www.fatscatering.com
https://www.facebook.com/stoneyfolksjewelers
http://www.saclgbtweddingexpo.com
http://www.preferachef.com
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I only wish I had booked more 
than one night, because when my 
short stay was up, I did not want to 
leave.

Any hotel stay begins with your 
first impression, and I was very 
impressed by the friendly, 
knowledgeable staff at the front 
desk.

Hats off to whoever is doing the 
hiring and training for the property 
because there was none of that aloof 
“attitude” that you can sometimes 
find at other swank hotels.

The three-story property opened 
October 4, 2013 and features 163 
rooms, including a Rock Star Suite.

There is, of course, copious 
memorabilia throughout the hotel – 
costumes and instruments donated 
by rock star royalty like the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers and Lady Gaga.

Even more impressive is the 
original artwork in public areas, such 
as an enormous painting of a young 
Michael Jackson that employs dozens 
of vinyl albums to create his Afro 
hairstyle.

I also loved the mural of Alfred 

Hitchcock that overlooks the pool. 
The famous director holds a 
clapboard that reads “Life Is 
Beautiful,” which could be the 
mission statement for the Hard Rock 
Hotel Palm Springs.

The first thing you notice is how 
beautiful the lobby is, with countless 
comfy couches, a sunken lounge next 
to the bar, and an indoor restaurant 
that looks out on to the pool area, 
which is in the center of the property.

If the large pool and outdoor bar 
are central to the hotel, the lobby is 
this Hard Rock’s beating heart, with 
nonstop music pouring out of an 
excellent sound system.

Near the lobby bar, an arch-like 
structure, made of hundreds of 
speakers cobbled together, doubles as 
sculpture and is also home for guest 
DJs that spin or conduct karaoke, 
depending on the evening.

Hard Rock Hotel Palm Springs Is 
Open for Business (and Pleasure)
     by Chris Narloch

For my first trip to Palm Springs, I wanted to 
stay somewhere special, so when I heard that 
the Hard Rock folks had opened a new hotel 

downtown, I had to check it out. 
(The night I stayed was indeed 

karaoke night, and I enjoyed 
watching a cute young straight 
couple, obviously in love, totally 
murder “Summer Nights” from 
“Grease.”)

I also appreciated the communal 
area in the lobby (complete with 
bolted-down IPads) where you can 
port your electronic devices — before, 
during or after your stay – which 
allowed me to begin writing this 
article after I checked out of my 
room.

But what about the rooms, you 

ask? Well, I saved the best for last 
because the rooms are stunning. 

I was initially alarmed to discover 
that I had been given a key to the 
“Huey Lewis and the News” room, 
since that ‘80s pop group is one of 
my least favorite musical acts of the 
entire rock era.

(Whoever designed the Hard Rock 
hotels had the brilliant idea to 
feature an album sleeve from a 
different famous music act outside 
each guest room door. I imagine you 
could request the Blondie or Billy 
Idol room if you so desired.)

I thought about asking if I could 
switch to the Talking Heads room 
two doors down, but I changed my 
mind after I opened the door and 
discovered that my room was both 
gorgeous and entirely Huey-free.

Purple is my favorite color, and the 
decorator of my room went wild 

with the purple, including thick 
purple carpet with gold accents and 
matching purple and gold on the 
walls.

I felt like I had stumbled into the 
“Prince” room when I entered the 
stylish bathroom, which was also 
appointed in purple in the form of 
wild, animal-print wallpaper.

The room had plenty of counter-
space – always a good thing – and 
the furniture boasted trendy, yet, 
comfortable designs in classic black 
or white.

My room was spacious, with a 
nice-sized patio and a pool view, 
plus a large bed and a 42” flat 
screen. (You can even take guitar 
lessons via the television by renting 
one of 20 Fender guitars available 
from the front desk.)

I was good and didn’t let the 
mini-bar tempt me but noticed that 
the variously cold and room 
temperature alcohol included Grey 
Goose and Jack Daniels, among 
others.

I seriously contemplated 
“borrowing” a couple of the 
pillowcases, which had the cutest 
little guitars embroidered on them. 
(It wasn’t my conscience but my 
credit card on file that stopped me.)

The hotel added a drag show, 
Flirt, which opened after I departed, 
featuring a performer with the 
clever drag name Bella da Ball.

If drag shows aren’t your thing, 
there are plenty of places to explore 
near the hotel, including an 
adorable Mission-style, out-door 
shopping area directly across the 
street and a terrific delicatessen on 
the avenue behind the property.

If you’re in town for Coachella 
next April – Hard Rock is, naturally, 
the host hotel — you’ll want to book 
early as many of the acts stay and 
even sometimes play live at the 
property during that annual music 
fest.

Whichever type of “R & R” you’re 
in town for – rest and relaxation or 
rock and roll – the Palm Springs 
Hard Rock Hotel is the essential 
destination for both comfort and 
cool. 

http://www.ernestosmexicanfood.com


COLOR

http://www.sacramentoprideawards.com
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Despite his rising fame, the sexy young 
star is keeping his personal life to himself, 
though, choosing instead to let his music tell 
his story.

“I don’t have a bio and that’s done on 
purpose. A lot of people want to know my 
real name, my age and that’s fine. 
I don’t mind telling people one 
day but right now I want people 
to focus on what’s coming out of 
my mouth,” Boy Epic recently 
told me in an interview. “Some 
people think I’m trying to hide 
something but I’m not. I think 
people are too involved in an 
artist’s life. Right now I’m just 
focusing on the music and there’s 
nothing wrong with a little 
mystery!”

That didn’t stop me from trying 
to learn more about him though, 
and so I pressed on.

Would you describe your 
ideal concert atmosphere as a 
performer?

To be honest I hate stages, I 
don’t feel like I connect with 
people when I’m above them. I 
think stages give the impression 
that I’m better than everyone else 
and I don’t like that. I like to look 
at the faces in my audience and 
be on the same level. 

If you could give anyone in the world a 
hug right now, who would it be?

Right now, I would give my mother a hug. 
I’ve been in Hawaii for the past month and 
my mom’s pretty much all I got and I kind 
miss her.

Close your eyes, what is the first thing 
you see?

The color blue.
How do you feel when you hear the 

word gay?
I don’t feel anything different than if you 

Boy Epic Is Poised for Success
   by Colt McGraw

The music world is always looking for the next big star, 
the “It” sound, and Dallas based Boy Epic may just be on 
his way to fulfilling that search, racking up YouTube hits 

in the millions with his covers of Christina Aguilera and “Say 
Something” by A Great Big World. 

Northern California’s first LGBTQ music 
festival is slated for August 22-24 at Saratoga 
Springs in Upper Lake community of 
Clearlake. 

“Saratoga Springs is a natural place to 
have the inaugural LUSCIOUS Queer Music 
Festival,” according to Executive Producer 
Ruven Hannah.  “There have been so many 
LGBT retreats and events at the Saratoga 
retreat center.  This will be the crowning 
musical jewel for queer people from all over 
the U.S. ”

Saratoga can house 1,000 festival 
participants who can enjoy long hot summer 
days and warm summer nights listening to 
an exceptional line up of national headlining 
and local favorite LGBTQ musicians, DJs, 
and comedians. 

Musicians slated to appear include: Mary 
Lambert, fresh off her 2014 Grammy 
performance; Mx. Justin Vivian Bond (alter 
ego of Broadway’s “Kiki and Herb” fame); 
Cris Williamson; Jon Ginoli of Pansy 
Division; Marga Gomez; Skip the Needle 
featuring Vicki Randle; Matt Alber; Magic 
Mouth; Gina Breedlove; James Panther; 
Brian Kent; Melanie DeMore; and Holcombe 
Waller.

DJs include San Francisco’s Page Hodel,  
DJ Justime, DJ Lamont, and many more.  

There will be camping, and food provided 
by local food vendors, in a beautiful secluded 
valley nestled in the Lake County hills of 
Northern California, just two and a half 
hours north of San Francisco or two and a 
half hours west of Sacramento. 

A portion of the proceeds of LUCIOUS 
Queer Music Festival will go to ORAM and 
JFCS/East Bay’s LGBTI Refugee and Asylee 
Program - to make an impact on LGBTQ 
immigration rights by raising desperately 
needed funds to help LGBTQ people being 
violently persecuted in Africa and Russia, 
successfully seek asylum in other countries 
where their lives will not be in danger.

Tickets are available through www.
eventbrite.com. For further information, 
www.lusciousqueermusicfestival.org.

Clear Lake 
Resort to Host 
Queer Music 
Festival
In what promoters are calling 

a queer Woodstock, the 
LUSCIOUS Queer Music 

Festival will bring headliners 
ranging from Grammy 
performer Mary Lambert to 
Tony-award nominee Justin 
Bond together for an amazing 
weekend of music and fun at 
Saratoga Springs, a resort in the 
Upper Lake area of Clear Lake. 

were to say the word straight. It’s completely 
normal to me. I don’t understand the hate. 
We’re all just people and that’s it. People all 
the time tell me I sound like a woman. 
When I go through a fast food drive-thru and 
order, they always answer with “Thank you 
ma’am, please pull forward”! People often 

think I’m gay and when they ask me if I am, 
I never answer them because it doesn’t 
matter.

To whom do you sing for?
I feel like a lot of artists are limited, there’s 

a lot of people that want you to have a 
specific demographic. I sing for everybody, I 
imagine an 80 year old woman sitting at 
home listening to my music and loving it.

What’s the message behind your music?
Be comfortable with who you are as a 

person. I think that everyone has been 
through personal struggles and that’s ok but 

I want my music to make people feel alive 
and to smile. 

When your final day comes, what song 
do you want played?

Graham Nash’s “Simple Man” it’s my 
favorite song in the world.

What is SkyNova?
It’s my next trilogy and it’s going to 

change how people view a musical artist. 
Most people expect artists to put out singles 
or albums. I wanted to create a three part 
music video trilogy, a three part music 
series. I love acting and I want to fuse it into 

my videos. SkyNova will be my 
first trilogy and it will tell a 
story. I will then film one in 
California, New York then 
Dallas.

Would you name a music 
scene in a movie that moved 
you?

Movie: Wicker Park 
Song: Coldplay’s “The 

Scientist” 
Who’s the next person that 

you’ll probably get a phone 
call from?

My ex-girlfriend, she wont 
quit calling me (laughter). She 
knows I’m coming to California 
in a couple weeks and I think 
she wants to see me.

Who is Boy Epic tomorrow? 
Just a normal person, 

recording vocals. Hope, 
definitely hope!

“Listen, I want to tell you this; 
I’m going to be submitting one 
of my next trilogies to the 

Sundance Film Festival as a short film, no 
other musical artist has done this before. I’m 
taking a series of music videos and changing 
the way that people view a musical artist!”

Follow Boy Epic at www.facebook.com/
boyepic and be one of the first to view his 
trilogy SkyNova, when it is released in June! 
Also view “Say Something,” Boy Epic’s 
smash hit music video there.

Colt McGraw is a freelance writer in 
Sacramento, and frequent contributor to 
Outword. He can be reached at 
mrcoltmcgraw@yahoo.com.
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“The Board of Directors agreed to move the fair slightly in order to achieve 
three major objectives: 1. Improving street traffic around the fair; 2. 
Minimizing impact on residential side streets; and, 3. Engaging new 
community businesses,” said Demetri Moshoyannis, the 
Fair’s Executive Director. 

By shifting the Fair’s location organizers hope to improve 
traffic flow by opening up 8th Street to live traffic. 

“We can engage fewer residential side streets, and, we can 
create new or improved relationships with community 
businesses like The SF Eagle, Sports Authority, and Cat Head’s BBQ - all 
of whom will be able to participate more actively now,” said Moshoyannis. 
”Getting the Eagle onto the fairgrounds feels especially relevant for 
many of us in the leather community!”

Folsom Street Events is a nonprofit organization that creates 
world-class leather and fetish events that raise funds for San 
Francisco Bay Area-based and national charities.

Upcoming events include: Bay of Pigs (Saturday, July 26); Up 
Your Alley (Sunday, July 27) Magnitude (Saturday, September 20) Folsom 
Street Fair (Sunday, September 21) and DEVIANTS (Sunday, September 21.)

 For more information, visit www.folsomstreetevents.org.

Folsom Street Fair 2014 
Makes Minor Location Shift
In 1995, the Folsom Street Fair expanded its footprint to include 

the blocks of Folsom between 11 th and 12th Streets and 
hasn’t changed in all of the years since then. However, the fair’s 

footprint in 2014 will be updated to Folsom St. between 8th and 
13th Streets to accommodate the needs of a changing city.

African-American Art: Harlem Renaissance, Civil Rights Era and Beyond explores decades 
of social and political change, using works that are seldom seen outside the Smithsonian.

Depicted in these works are the many and varied concerns of the 20th century before, 
during, and after the Civil Rights movement.

The 48 artists featured include icons of the 1920s Harlem Renaissance and lauded figures 
of the 20th century’s major artistic movements, such as William H. Johnson, Alma Thomas, 
Jacob Lawrence and Sam Gilliam. 

Don’t miss your chance to view some of the most famous images of 20th-century African- 
American art ever created, from June 29 — September 21. Visit www.crockerartmuseum.org.

African-American Art Exhibit 
Comes to the Crocker

The Crocker Art Museum is the only West Coast venue for 
their latest exhibition, an impressive survey of 100 paintings, 
sculptures and photographs by African-American artists, with 

works drawn from the collection of the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum.

Black and white detail  from Allan Rohan Crite’s, School’s Out, 1936, oil, Smithsonian American 
Art Museum, transfer from The Museum of Modern Art.

http://www.lusciousqueermusicfestival.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Drag-Queen-Bingo/314309156662
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Sacramento Celebrates Its Pride
It was a perfect day for Sacramento Pride on Saturday, June 14. Some volunteers worked 

long into the night on Friday, and others were up at the crack of dawn on Saturday to get 
the festival grounds ready for the parade marchers and revelers. Thanks to all the volunteers 
and sponsors, and to all of you who came out and celebrated a day of Pride Sacramento 
style! Thanks to Kati Garner, Larry Lauszus, Ron Tackitt and Charlie Peer for taking all of 
these photos. You can see more of the Pride week photos, and download them for free, at 
outwordoutabout.shutterfly.com.

Out & About
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IMORTGAGE
Brad Bauer, 916-746-8410
Dan Huffman, 916-769-2217

OPTOMETRY
CAMERON YEE, O.D. 
6407 Riverside Blvd., 916-395-0673 
DrCameronYee@aol.com

PAVERS
THE PAVER COMPANY 
916-222-8844
www.thepavercompany.com

PEST MANAGEMENT
EARTHGUARD PEST MGMT.
916-457-7605
www.earthguardpest.com

PET SITTING
LUCKY BUDDY PET CARE 
916-505-4375 LuckyBuddyPetCare.com

PR & MARKETING
OUTWORD MEDIA•MARKETING•EVENTS
Fred Palmer, 916-329-9280 
OutwordMedia.com
WRITEAWAY COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES
Bonnie Osborn, 916-212-9110 
bonnie@writeawaycommunications.biz

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
HALO BRANDED SOLUTIONS 
Howard Papworth, 916-880-8226
Howard.Papworth@halo.com

REAL ESTATE
COLDWELL BANKER
Mark T. Peters, 916-341-7794 
www.MarkPeters.biz
Jan Mannion, 530-295-4626
jan_re2003@yahoo.com
Susie Dilts Huber, 530-957-3478
eldoradocountyproperty.com

BETTER HOMES & GARDENS
1819 K St. 916-491-1516 
www.BHGHome.com/midtown 
Joan Dunn, 916-716-5584
joan@joandunn.net
Brian McMartin, 916-402-4160 
Brian@BrianMcMartin.com
Rich Wilkes, 916-826-8449 
www.bhghome.com/midtown

RESULTS REAL ESTATE
Betty Brody, 916-300-5202
b_brody@comcast.net

SAYSON REALTY
Maddy Everhart-Powers, 916-425-3267
Michelle Everhart-Powers, 415-300-5883 
www.EverhartPowers.com

SMOKING CESSATION
www.LastDrag.org

SPAS
BLUE SKY DAY SPA
4250 H St., Ste 1, 916-455-6200 
BlueSkyDaySpa.com

THEATERS & MOVIES
BROADWAY SACRAMENTO
916-557-1999 
www.BroadwaySacramento.com
MONDAVI CENTER
866-754-2787
www.mondaviarts.org

www.outwordmagazine.com

ACCOUNTING
FRITZ RUSSELL, CPAS
Jason Russell, CPA Lic. 99177
Jason@FritzRussellCPAs.com 916-966-9366

ADULT STORES
L’AMOUR SHOPPE
2531 Broadway, 916-736-3467

ATTORNEYS
M. JANE PEARCE 
455 University Ave. Ste 370. 916-452-3883
PAMELA JONES
1050 Fulton Ave., Suite 218, 916-261-0628, 
hwww.pamjoneslaw.com
SUZANNE J SHEPHARD
2775 Cottage Way, Ste 13, 916-484-3929, 
www.sjshephard.com

AUTO DEALERS
ELK GROVE SUBARU
8585 Laguna Dr., Elk Grove, 877-360-0259 
ElkGroveSubaru.com
NIELLO FIAT
2030 Fulton Ave. 888-275-FIAT 
FIAT.niello.com

AUTO REPAIR
STEPHAN’S AUTO HAUS
3950 Attawa Ave. 916-456-3040
www.stephansautohaus.com

BANKING
WELLS FARGO BANK
www.WellsFargo.com

BARS / CLUBS
BADLANDS
2003 K St., 916-441-6823 SacBadlands.com
THE BOLT
2560 Boxwood St., 916-649-8420 SacBolt.com

THE DEPOT
2001 K St., Sac, 916-441-6823 TheDepot.net

FACES
2000 K St., Sac, 916-448-7798 Faces.net
HEAD HUNTERS
1930 K St. Info: 916-492-2922 
HeadHuntersOnK.com

SIDETRAX
2007 K St., 916-441-6823 
facebook.com/sidetraxsac

CATERING
FAT’S CATERING 
916-441-7966 
www.fatscatering.com

CHIROPRACTORS
HEALING TOUCH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Darrick Lawson, 1919 21st St, Ste. 101, 
916-447-3344 www.FixMyBack.com
ROCKLIN CHIROPRACTIC
James Carlson, D.C., 5875 Pacific St., Ste B1, 
916-624-0682 www.rocklinchiro.com

CHURCHES 
GOOD SHEPHERD INDEPENDENT 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
920 Drever St, West Sac, 916-538-4774, 
www.goodshepherdcommunity.org.

CIVIL RIGHTS 
CA COMMUNITIES UNITED INSTITUTE
www.calcomui.org b.hinman@calcomui.org

CLEANING SERVICES
HOUSE 2 OM 
916-9833-8510
www.house-2-om.com

COUNSELING
BRUCE GUNN, M.F.C.C.
Lic. MM19480, 418 Alhambra Blvd., 
916-443-7171 www.safediscovery.com
KATE MACKENZIE, C.S.W.
Lic. LCS13330, 1731 I St., 916-447-0350
WEAVE SAFE ZONE
916920-2952 WeaveInc.net

DENTISTRY
SMILE ART DENTAL
3171 Riverside Blvd.
916-446-0203
www.smileartdental.com

DINING/BEVERAGES
ERNESTO’S
1901 16th St., 916-441-5850
www.ErnestosMexicanFood.com

HEAD HUNTERS
1930 K St. Info: 916-492-2922 
www.HeadHuntersOnK.com
HOOK AND LADDER
1630 S Street, 916-4424885 
www.hookandladder916.com

LUCCA RESTAURANT & BAR
1615 J St., 916-669-5300
www.LuccaRestaurant.com 

FINANCIAL PLANNING
MIDTOWN FINANCIAL
Al Roche, 1330 21st St., Ste. 201, 
916-447-9220 MidtownFinancial.net 

FITNESS
URBAN FITNESS & WELLNESS CENTER
2525 J St. 916-492-2525 
www.UrbanFitSac.com

HEARING
UNIVERSITY AUDIOLOGIC ASSOCIATES
Deborah Powell, M.S., 1325 Howe Ave., Ste. 
101, 916-927-3137

HEATING & AIR
PERFECTION HOME SYSTEMS
916-481-0658 
www.HotCold.com

HIV/AIDS SERVICES
BREAKING BARRIERS
2210 21st St., 916-447-AIDS www.bbcsc.org
CARES COMMUNITY HEALTH
1500 21st St., 916-914-6305  
carescommunityhealth.org
CONDOMFINDER.ORG
916-914-6246 CondomFinder.org
SIN SACRAMENTO HIV+ SUPPORT
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/SINSacra-
mento

INSURANCE
STATE FARM INSURANCE
Stephanie Slagel, 916-485-4444 
StephanieSlagel.com
WESTERN HEALTH ADVANTAGE
888-227--5942 WesternHealth.com

JEWELRY
STONEY FOLKS JEWELERS 
916-363-0898

LANDSCAPING
DEMETRE LANDSCAPES
916-648-8455

LIBRARIES
LAVENDER LIBRARY 
1414 21st St., 916-492-0558 
LavenderLibrary.com

MARINA
SACRAMENTO MARINA
916-808-5712
sacmarina@cityofsacramento.org

MASSAGE
M4M EROTIC MASSAGE
916-304-2619 BrandonKennedy.info

MEN’S CLUBS
STEVE’S
1030 W. 2nd St., Reno 775-323-8770 
www.StevesReno.com

MORTGAGE

Please send letters to:  
letters@outwordmagazine.com or 372 Florin Road, #133 
Sacramento, CA 95831 

Not all letters may be published. Some may be edited for 
length and/or content. 

Let the community know what’s on your mind.

Directory

http://www.outwordmagazine.com
http://www.stevesreno.com
mailto:sales%40outwordmagazine.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20editor


21outwordmagazine.com June 26, 2014 - July 10, 2014 • Volume 27 • Issue 12 • No. 507 Outword Magazine

While I don’t have anything against men 
in tight jeans, I do take exception to women 
taking a back seat in the music business.

So I decided to put the spotlight on 
country queens this issue, with reviews of 
CDs by the two hottest blondes in country 
music — and I’m not talking about Taylor or 
Carrie.

Miranda Lambert and Dolly Parton both 
have terrific new discs just out which I 
review below.

Dolly Parton — Blue Smoke
Aside from a brief period in the late ‘70s 

and early ‘80s when she “went disco” and 
then made several Hollywood movies, Dolly 
Parton has been committed to country with 
a vengeance, regularly writing and recording 
some of the most timeless music that genre 
has to offer.

The Tennessee native is now 68, and she 

Dolly & Miranda Bring Girl Power Back to Country Music

Recently, there haven’t been enough women represented on 
country radio, which has been all but taken over by cowboys 
with tight jeans and big trucks, like Luke Bryan and Florida 

Georgia Line.

Marinda Lambert

Mary Poppins
It will be interesting to see how Music 

Circus stages this musical in the round, 
given the complicated staging and 
choreography of the original production.

I have no doubt that whatever they have 
in store will be 
“supercalifragilisticexpialidocious,” and if 
you’ve seen the recent film Saving Mr. Banks 
– with Emma Thompson as P.L. Travers 
– that should add another level of interest.

Mary Poppins features music and lyrics by 
the Academy Award-winning Sherman 
Brothers (with additional music and lyrics by 
George Stiles and Anthony Drewe) and a 
book by Julian Fellowes (Downton Abbey). 

The musical is based on the books by P.L. 

Mary Poppins and Maple & Vine
         Plus The Brain From Planet X!
Local stages will be filled with flying nannies, singing brains, 

and disillusioned yuppies this month. Read on for more 
details in this theatrical preview.

Read on for more information about this 
year’s Trash Film Orgy season, as well as a 
very rare big-screen appearance for one of 
the greatest of all concert films.
Stop Making Sense

Hard to believe it’s been 30 years since 
David Byrne and his big suit rocked movie 
theaters in Stop Making Sense.

Directed by Jonathan Demme (Silence of 
the Lambs, Philadelphia), Stop Making 
Sense subverted the typical concert film with 
long shots, lack of audience footage and 
minimal lighting. 

The focus remained entirely on the band 
as they supported the release of their classic 
album Speaking In Tongues with a bare-
bones stage setup. 

The film was shot over three days in 1983, 
at the Pantages Theater in Hollywood, CA, 
and the shows’ set list included such iconic 
songs as “Psycho Killer,” “Once in a 
Lifetime,” “Heaven” and “Girlfriend Is Better.”

Stop Making Sense will be shown one 
time only, at Sacramento’s Crest Theatre, on 
Thursday, July 10, at 8 p.m. Visit www.tickets.
com. 
Trash Film Orgy

Two days after Stop Making Sense plays, 
the dead will rise in River City as the Crest 
kicks off this year’s TFO season, on Saturday, 
July 12.

You must be 18 or older to attend the 
films, but all ages are welcome to participate 
in the original Sacramento Zombie Walk – 
this year featuring The Carnival of the Dead 
– which precedes a July 12 screening of the 
2004 remake of Dawn of the Dead. 

Trash Film Orgy 2014 will continue each 
Saturday night through August 15 at the 
Crest, and this year’s lineup of horror, 
exploitation, and other assorted “B-movies” 
includes Showgirls, Pink Flamingos, The 
Thing, and Cannibal! The Musical.

For more information about this summer’s 
slate of TFO movies and the location of the 
Zombie Walk, please visit www.trashfilmorgy.
com. 

For more film and DVD reviews, please 
visit www.outwordmagazine.com. 

Stop Making Sense 
at the Crest
   Plus Zombies Take 
Over Midtown

Whether you’re into 
hip or horror films, 
the Crest Theatre 

on K Street in Sacramento is 
your destination for offbeat 
entertainment this summer.

Entertainment by Chris Narloch

Travers and the 1964 Disney film, and the 
show’s score includes the songs “Chim Chim 
Cher-ee,” “Practically Perfect,” and “Step In 
Time.”

Mary, her umbrella and her carpetbag will 
fly on to the Music Circus stage this July 
8-13. Visit www.SacramentoMusicCircus.com. 
Maple & Vine

This clever and entertaining play involves 
a young couple that decide to drop out of the 
rat race by joining a community that 
reenacts the look and the values of 1950s 
suburbia.

But were the “good old days” really so 
great? The pair gets more than they 
bargained for, discovering that the past was 
not as simple or serene as it seemed. 

Written by Jordan Harrison, Maple & Vine 
is a provocative comedy about gender, race, 
and sexuality that raises intriguing questions 
including, just how much progress have we 
made as a society?

Maple & Vine plays through July 20 at 
Capital Stage. Visit www.capstage.org. 
The Brain From Planet X!

This campy, “sci-fi” musical features a 
dancing, singing brain, and, really, what 
more could you want from a show than 
that?

The Brain From Planet X! is the story of an 
alien invasion circa 1958 in which a brain 
and its two alien cohorts arrive on Earth 
with a plan to take over the San Fernando 
Valley and then the entire planet.

The Brain From Planet X! plays through 
July 20 “under the stars” at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Amphitheatre in Old Fair Oaks. 
Visit www.fairoakstheatrefestival.com. 

David Byrne in “Stop 
Making Sense”

continues to record and release a new disc 
every year or two, despite the fact that at her 
age, she is considered “washed-up” by the 
sexist and ageist country radio industry.

That doesn’t stop the singer from touring 
constantly and releasing great music like 
Blue Smoke, her 42nd studio album (!) and 
one of her best recent efforts. If you love real 
country music and you’re a fan of Parton’s 
sweet style, this CD is a must.

My favorite tracks: Parton’s classy cover of 
Bob Dylan’s “Don’t Think Twice,” her dandy 
duets with Kenny Rogers and Willie Nelson 
(“You Can’t Make Old Friends” and “From 
Here to the Moon and Back”), the classic 
country of “Home” and the CD’s title track, 

and the starkly beautiful backwoods tragedy 
of “Banks of the Ohio.” 
Miranda Lambert — Platinum

The first single from her new disc, 
“Automatic,” is a catchy tribute to simpler 

times that feels just 
right for Miranda 
Lambert, an excellent 
singer/songwriter and 
guitarist who hails 
from Texas originally.

With her down-
home country style 
and a rock and roll 
edge, Lambert is 
taking country music 
into the future via the 
past, eschewing the 
sanitized country-pop 
of many of her peers 
in favor of a truer 
country sound that 
somehow manages to 
be both retro and 
absolutely fresh at the 

same time.
I don’t care much for this CD’s big diva 

duet with Carrie Underwood (“Somethin’ 
Bad”) — it sounds too much like other 
Underwood hits — but almost every other 
song on Platinum is dynamite.

Standout cuts include the laid-back vibe 
on “Smokin’ and Drinkin,’” the guitar thrash 
of “Bathroom Sink,” and the hypnotic 
opener, “Girls.” 

Note: If you like these two discs as much 
as I do, check out the latest CDs from some 
other great country queens, most of whom 
are not receiving the airplay they deserve, 
like Ashley Monroe, Roseanne Cash, Julie 
Roberts, Sara Evans, and Jennifer Nettles.

Dolly 
Parton
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Any New Services Contract, 
Earth Guard Pest Services will 

donate $25 to the Sacramento Gay & Lesbian Center.

We are your Sacramento 
Valley Pest Control Experts

•	 Residential

•	 Commercial/Real	Estate

•	 Green	Services

•	 Full-Service	Pest	Control

•	 Bird	Abatement

As Our Customer, 
You Deserve...
•	 Safety	and	Security	from	

Household	Pests

•	 Cost-Effective,	
Professional,	Friendly

•	 Pet	Friendly

 Contact Us Today!  916-457-7605
877-D-BUGIN-U (877-328-4468) • contact@earthguardpest.com

If playing in the mud is your idea of a physical 
challenge, the Out-Fit Challenge LGBT Mud Run 
is the place for you. This year’s Challenge will 
be held in various cities, including Reno on 
September 20 and in San Francisco on 
December 13. To join in visit www.out-
fitchallenge.com.  

LGBT Mud 
Runs Coming 
to SF and 
Reno

mailto:contact@earthguardpest.com
http://www.house-2-om.com
http://www.closetdoortheatre.org
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http://www.faces.net
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http://www.carescommunityhealth.org

